rewrite story Chinatown, my Chinatown Jon Lee 


One 


It was evening now, and the street lights glittered with 
brilliant sparks against the wall of black night, and from the | | 
gambling shops which lined the streets the ivory mah jong sets 
clattered loudly together, as gamblers got together for two 
or three hours of enjoyment. The smell of cigarettes and cigars 
polluted the night air, throwing a choking feeling into the 
atmosphere. He walked slowly down Webster Strdet, the most 
important street of Chinatown, watching the people, noticing eet 
their movements, the way they actdd and walked. There was 
& weary look in the eyes of all. The radio in the New Home 
Restaurant annoiced with a strong voice. The sound of the gong 
would indicate seven p:m. And the rhythmic bells struck in 
different tones, making a symphonic melody, lyrical and musical 
to the ears. Chinese men walked by, rushing home to the wife | 
and children. He walked along the street and passed by the | 
shooting gallery, recently opened and run by a white woman, 

& hot one, a whore, by her looks. All right, boys, five shots 
for ten cents. Come right in and try your luck. A man was 
smoking a cigar in the window, and he was looking intensely 

at the white whore. His eyes were very eager, lusty. A big 
orange bas stopped on the street, and a large group of Filipinos 
and Chinamen got off briskly, but new occupants came to take 
their places, to be whisked away into pleasure and joy far 

away. The Filipinos with sleek hair, and twenty dollars suit 
lined the walk, and their shiny eyes hungrily watching the 
girls and young women. Another group rolled dices and lane cer \ 


nickel machine. Come right in boys, five shots for ten cents. 
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She longed for a little baby, but nature was cruel and would 
not answer her demands. Often she would sit in the empty house 
and craved for the touch of a baby's hand. Or to hear the lusty 
crying of a baby's voice. She wanted to feel the soft touch of 
the rosy-pink skin. But, Alas, sach is not so. 

There was no baby in the house. Only a man and a woman. 
fhe days were slow and monotonous. The woman felt the hollow- 
ness and darkness of the honse. 

The woman was weak. Very very weak. So weak that when- 
ever she took a trip over to Oakland she got seasick. She lived 
in one of those steep and uphill streets in San Francisco. iifany 
times by climbing these streets she got so exhausted that she had 
to rest awhile before she could regain her breath. 

The husband, too, was weak. But not so much so as the 
Woman. So perhaps it was not so strange that they did not have 
any children. 

The woman wished for a child all her life. But her prayers 
went unanswered. So after twelve years of deprived motherhood, 
she finally adopted a child. It is a girl. ‘The woman, because 
she had never had a child, never experienced the joys of a child's 
love. she had tenderness and affection to shower upon a little 
child but there was not child to receive it. Life was empty for 
the woman who never felt the adoration and tenderness of a child. 
The woman married for more than twelve years already and during 
all that time she craved for a child. Anda child she at last 
has, but it is not her own. No one could be more fortunate to 
be the child of this woman. She cared for he tadep toa baby like 


it was her own flesh and blood. She showered tenderness and care 
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upon her. But she is not spoiling the child. The child is well 


disciplined. 

The baby was adopted by the woman five years ago. ‘The 
baby was a little baby when she entered the house of the new mo- 
ther. She was a bundle of red-pinkish flesh, a most adorable 
baby. The woman immediately fell completely head over heels over 
her. And in the night when the baby cried, the woman herself 
would walk the floor carrying the baby and comforting her. She 
got up at night snd cook meals for the little babes And that is 
something she had never done for twelve years, twelve long years. 

The woman; because she was not accustomed to taking care of 
a baby, had a terrible time caring for the little babe. After a 
month of caring for the baby, the woman fell sick. As we have 
said, the Woman was not strong. And waking up night sfter night 
was too much for her and she finally Succumbed from fatigue. 

And the husbsnd, because he too was weak and because the baby 
cried at night, could not get any sleep. And he too fell sick. 
And the baby developed a strange sort of illness that startled 


the woman/ The baby got thinner and thinner and in spite of 


what the woman did, it got worse. And all three got sick. ‘The 


baby caused it all. It's hard to believe it, but it is true. 
The woman sent the baby to a hospital for treatment. The baby 
stayed there for over five months. And the little baby finally 
got well at the neat and sturdy sum of six hundred dollars. 

The woman had already spent quite a lot for the adoption of the 
baby. And added to cost of the hospital bill it was a lot of 
money. But in time when a life was at stake money was not the 


tmportant thing to consider. After the baby came back from the 
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hospital, she was much better and older. And at night she does 
not cry 80 much. At that time the mother and the man were well 
from their illness. 

Because the mother adopted 8 baby it venefitked many people. 
There were new clothes to be bought. There was a wonan to be 
hired to take care of the child. And then there were toys to 
be had. The woman put money into active Circulation. And every- 
body was venefitvea. The baby: because she got new clothes sand 
toys; the woman who care for the baby: because she got extra 
Spending money; the store: because they were able to sell their 
goods. ‘The man and the woman had quite a lot save up becsase 
expenses for them were not great before they adopted the baby. 
When the child finally came to them they did not spare anything 
to make her happy. As a result the baby was in very fortunate 
hands. Even its own mother conld not do as much for her as this 
woman did. 

The baby was about a year old when the woman adopted her. 
Today she is six. She is having one of the happéest time of her 
life. 

If the woman were a stage star, I could tell about her 
trips, her jewels, her clothes or her Glamour. If she were a noted 
person, I could tell about her accomolishments, her fame, and her 
work. But unfortunately, for me anyway, she is neither of these. 

' She is one of the many of us who struggled and live. So to write 
a story about such a person is one of the most difficult things 

to do. Her life is more or less stationary. By that I mean 

She does not travel much. She had been in China and in California. 


She lead a jonely life. When she married she was ready to 
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face a rich life one full of joy which must now set in. But 

the months and years went by and the time she spent was on little 
vain things and when she thought about it, nothing was done. She. 
had pictured it differently. Life was too slow. foo empty. 

It is that that had made her so restless, so impatient and the 


fesling that nobody understand her. For there is a big gulf 


between motherhood and a woman who is without child. But 


occasionally into her restless days there comes a feeling that, 
strangely like some indistinct promise that this sort of life 
would not continued forever. Something she does not understand 
but which she wished to hear. Too long she had been lonely for 
a& child and to be like that was nothing less than life itself. 
But this woman was es >most considerate person. She would 
do amything to help anyondout . On days when she was tired out 
people would ask@@{ her to do this and that. And she would 
answered, "Yes I do it." And she did it too. Whenever a 
friend had a baby she was the first one to go over to help 
the new mother do her housework. She was the first one to con- 
tribute to charity. She loves children. 
She came ovdr to America after she married her husband in 
China. It was a sreat relief to know that she was not born in 
a village. Pervious to this we thought that little villages 
were the only place in which children were born. 
Unlike most girls of her days she had a full education. 
She writes letters that draws praises from everyone who resds them. 
The Chinese letters are so & € Everything is so formal. 
And people who do not know much do not dare to write a letter for 


fear of being laughed at. People come to this woman and begged 
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her to write letters for them. She always obliged. She had many 
friends. 

In China she attended two different schools. 2 private 
School for girls. Anda public school in which boys and girls 
mixed together. She devoted most of her time to study and concen- 
tration. +t was her health that kept her from physical action. 
She was the brightest student of her class. And whenever the 
teacher wished to know anything she was always the one who knew 
it. In examinationa she was eensed from participation. The tea- 
cher made her listen to the other boys and girls recite. Even 
when she was a little girl her brightness startled her elders. 
She was just naturally brillant. She did not have to cétrugzled 
and slaved in order to get a lesson done. Shetlearned easily 
and that is that. She decided to become a teacher but her 
health did not permit it. She got tired easily and nothing could 
be done about it. 

Therefore most of her life was Spent in resting and recrea- 
tion. 

When she was twenty-one she married a young man who arrived 
from Californis. Perhaps due to the fact that both are pretty 
well educated they are drawn together. ‘The result-marriage! 

She then came over to the United States. 

Another strange thing that we found out is that the men 
in those days who are born in America as a rule go back to get 
married. Bat, very strange too, is the fact that girls who are 
born here in the early days did not gO back to get a husband. 
they married over here to men who are born in China and who came 


Fhad BI APY a 
Over when they are young. -Q@tet odd, we think. 
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15 


But today that seas not hold true. 

The husband because of his health too, did not do any hard 
work. He became a dress makers He opened a little shop on Clay 
Street. Clothes were made to order to whomever wished it. fhe 
husband cut the clothes and the wife sewed it on the electric 
machine. In the Christmas holidays two extra workers were hired 
to help with the work. 

it was at this time that the woman's desire for a baby 
became acute. ‘There was no happiness in her life. Rotetuet 
she was got happy with her husband, but that her life is not 
complete without a child. 

Today she is truly happy. ‘here is a sparkle in her 
eyes that were once so sad and dim. Her happiness seens to 
have affected her henith: She gained a great deal of weight 
and she does not get tired’ so easy. 

What more could she ask? She got money. An Adorable 
child. An understanding husband. Her happiness is now complete. 
After scores of lonely years she is today no longer lonely. 

Now this woman and man had been in the United States for 
a long, long time. They had been living here since they were 
married. They decided to go back to China to live there per- 
manently. But they only stayed there a year. The woman got 
lonely. She missed her friends and relatives over here. 50 
she came back to the United States two years ago. ‘The husband 
went back to his former store to work. He went back and sold the 
store to a friend of his with the understanding that if he came 
back he was to have the store back. 4e did have the store back 


and he started to work all over again. 
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eday the mother {8 ploking up her ilte where ahs Lett off. 
Sje is seeing her old friends again. And Hie: dropped in from 
time to time to ask the woman to help them write letters. And 
as of former years she obliged. 

AS Shak@spekre said, "All the world is a stage.” Or some thing 
like that anyway. And that ineludes San Francisco too. People 
died. People are born. And the thousand anda one things that 
occurred in the actigities of the human race happened each day. 

And this woman stand above it all. seeing. Understanding. 
For was she not a mother? And mothers always know best. 


Well, sometimes, not always. 
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Before my uncle bought the shrimp store it was owned by another 
man. The previous owner died and his wife sold the store, 


There is a very old woman working in the store for over fifteen 
years. For fifteen long years she had been working in the same 
store and doing the same kind of work, She sits ona certain box 
for a chair and she absolutely will not trade it for a chair of any 
kind. For every pound of shrimps she picked she got ten cents. The 
average time for picking a pound of shrimps is about ninety minutes. 
Sometimes the old woman made thirty cents a day. Sometimes the old 
women made more. She is very slow because she is near-sighted. She 
sits at the very end of the room on a certain right hand corner and 
for fifteen long years she did not once change her position. She wore 


the typical old Chinese woman attire, black pants and clothes. Always 
wore black, nothing else, 


The store was a sort of gossiping place for the goup of old woman 


_ who gathered there each day. There, One will learn about who was 


going to get merried, who gave birth to a baby, who passed away to 


the land beyond. In fact the group discussed everything under the 
-sun but the kitchen sink, ; 


There are a goup of old woman working there now. Most of them 
are over forty. Some are a little younger. There are no men working 
there. Some who are slow makes but twenty cents a day. Others who 
are faster make over fifty cents, Everybody comes at nine in the 
morning and works without stopping for lunch. The average rage of 
pay for a single persons is thirty cents. 


Women who have small babies to take care and were unable to come 
to the store have the good fortune to have the shrimps delivered to 
them at home, They worked at home and when they finished, they took 


the shrimps back to the store, They also have to take the shells back 
also, 


Most of the women who worked at the store do not mind the small 
amount they made a day. They gathered at the store just to talk and 
gossip and to waste time, 


The old near-sighted woman is at the store everyday if there is 
work, ; 


‘She is old, Her face is all wrinkled, but she talked with a strong 
and sturdy voice, Her body is strong and fudl, not lean and weak 


like the other old women. Very very shortsighted, but does not wear 
any glasses, 


She did not tell much about herself, but she told about the former 
owner. She talked a lot. Some of the stories she told would even make 
Lady Lou blush with shame, 


And this is the story she told about her former boss, 


"He got up every morning at six o'clock, He delivered the shrimps 
to all of the restaurants and markets that were Opened at the early 
hours. He got an automobile but he could not drive it. So he walked, 
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On Saturdays and Sundays his other sons helped him with his work, 
Every moring the man would have two baskets filled with packages of sh 
shrimps that are wrapped in one, two, and three pound packages, 

These two baskets were connected by a long pole. The man put the 

pole across his shoulders with thte two baskets hanging on the two 
sides. It was easier to carry the load in this manner, After deliver- 
ing the shrimps in the morining he would come back to the store and 
eat. At nine he went down to the dock on First and Boradway to b#ing 
the shrimps back to be picked by the women workers. The shrimps 

were sent over every morning by the store in San Francisco, 


"At twelve he again got to deliver the shrimps to hotels, markets, 
and restaurants that are opened late. In case someone phoned for 
shrimps he again got to take the shrimps to the different store and 
his wife took care of the store. All of the sons were going to school 
then, 


"The store made a prosperous business. Once at the very peak of 
business there were over twenty women working at the store. They 
worked day and night. Long hours, But in those years the workers 
made from fifty cents to a dollar a day. In former years in Christman 
and Thanksgiving, it was not an exaggeration to say that the owner 
and the workers have no time to eat and rest, People came unceasingly. 
The moment we finished picking some shrimps they were immediately sold. 
We rushed and we rushed, Today everything is so different, 


"I remembered perfectly something that happened many years ago, 
It was Saturday and there were a great deal of shrimps picked already. 
The boss thought that they will last over the week end, However, by 
Saturday night it was all sold, There were shrimps to sell on Sunday. 
Usually Sunday was a very quiet day and few people came to [ps ay Pm a Be 
particular Sunday was different. People came and went. But they did 
not get any shrimps, Now the store had a great quantity of shrimps 
on storage at the National Ice Storage Company. And the boss decided 
to go down to get some out. But-the storage was not opened on Sundays. 
After that happening the boss every week end put up more than enough 
shrimps to take care of the customers. But the same incident never 
happened again. ; 


"The boss was a very good-natured fellow, Everybody like him. 
And he made friends very easy. 


"Despite the odor of shrimps all over him, nobody avoided him, 
And he was very careful in the spending of money. His wife was even 
more so. The wife was a sickly old thing. She worked and worked and 
never suffered any il] effects. There were three sons in the family. 
And no three sons could be more different. The oldest one was very 
quiet and timid. The second one was short and very fat. The third 
was a sort of compromise between the two, Not too fat and not too tall, 
He was the most hard working of the three. All are born in California, 
Also the father. The father died when he was fifty-two, . 


"Even on school days the youngest son got up early in the morning 
and helped his father in the delivering of the shrimps. The second 
son despite the fact that he was fat and ruddy was very weak. He 
suffered from a shortness of breath. And he could not do any hard 
physical work, ‘he third son was a book worm and he was always stihdy- 
ing. 
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About Shrimps and People 


Before my uncle bought the shrimp store it was owned by 
Hee man. The previous owner died and his wife sold the 
store. 

There is a very 014 woman working in the store for over 
fifteen years. For fifteen long years she had been working 
in the same store and doing the same kind of work. She sits 
on a certain box for a chair and she absolutely will not 
trade it for a chair of any kind. For every pound of shrimps 
She picked she got ten cents. The average time for picking 
@ pound of shrimps is about ninety minutes. Sometimes the 
old woman made thirty cents a day. Sometimes more. She is 
very Slow because she is near-sighted. She sits at the very 
end of the room on a certain right hand corner and for fifteen 
long years she did not once change her position. She wore the 
typical o1d4 Chinese woman attire, black pants and clothes. 
Always wore black, nothing else. 

The store was a sort of gossipping place for the group 
of old woman who gathered there each day. There, one will 
learn nboael whomte 4 tar to get marry , who gave birth to 
a oaby, who passed away to the land beyond. In fact the 
group treassed everything under the sun but the kitchen sink. 

There are a group of old woman working there now.  iifost 
of them are over forty. Some are a little younger. There 
are no\ men working there. Some who are slow makes but 
twenty cents a day. Others who are faster make over fifty 
cents. Everybody comes at nine in the morning and works 
without stopping for lunch. ‘The average rate of pay for 


a@ Single person is thirty cents. 
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Women who have small babies to taxe fare and were unable 
to come to the store have the good fortane to have the shrimps 
delivered to them at home. They worked at home and when they 
finished, they took the shrimps back to the store. They also 
have to take the shells back also. 

Most of the women who worked at the store do not mind 
the small amount they made a day. They gathered at the store 


just to talk and gossip and to waste time. 


fhe old near-sighted woman is st the store everyday if there 


is work. 

She is old. Her face is all wrinkled, but she talked 
with a strong and sturdy voice. Her body is strong and fall, 
not lean and weak like the other old women. Y¥ery very short- 
Sighted, but does not wear any glasses. 

| She did not tell much about herself, but she told about 
the former owner. She talked a lot. Some of the stories she 
told would even make Lady Lou blushed with shame. 

And this ts the story she told about her former boss. 

"He got up every morning at sixg'clock. He delivered 
the shrimps to all of the restaurants and markets that were 
opened at the early, hours. He got an automobile but he could 
not drive it. So he walked... On Saturdays and Sundays his 
other sons helped him with his work. Every morning the man 
would have two baskets filled with packages of shrimps that 
are wrapped in one, two, and three pound packages. These two 
lpaskets were connected by a long pole. The man put the pole 


across his shoulders with the two baskets hanging on the two 


sides. It was more easier to carry the load in this manner. 
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After delivering the shrimps in the morning he would come 
back to the store and eat. At nine he went down to the dock on 
First and Broadway to bring the shrimps back to be picked by 
the women workers. ‘The sled beige cearea ns over every morning 
by the store in San Francisco. 

"At twelve he again got to deliver the shrimps to 
hotels, markets, and restaurants that are opened late. In 
case someone phoned for shrimps he again got to take the 
shrimps to the Ai ecarent store and his wife took care of the 
store. All of the sons were going to school then. 

"The store made a prosperous business. Once at the very 
peak of business there were over twenty women working at the 
store. They worked day and nbght. Long hours. But in those 
years the workers made from fifty pane to @ dollar a day. ) 
In former years in Christmas and ‘Thanksgiving, it was not 
an exaggeration to say that the owner and the workers have 
no time to eat and rest. People came unceasingly. The moment 
we finished picking some shrimps they were hmmediately sold. 
We rushed and we rushed. ‘Today everything is so different. 

"I remembered perfectly something that happened many | 
years ago. It was Saturday and tere.were a great deal of shrimps 


picked alresdy. The boss thought that they will last over the 


week end. However by Saturday night it was all sold. There 
peye y= 


wae nodW shrimps to sell on Sunday. Usually Sunday was a very 


quiet day and few people came to buy. This particular Sunday 
was different. People came and went. But they did not get 
any shrimps. Now the store had a great quantity of shrimps on 


storage at the National Ice Storage Company. And the boss 
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decided to go down to get.some out. But the storage was not . 
opened on Sundays. After that happening the boss every 
week end put up more than enough shrimps to take care of the 
customers. But the same incident never haopened again. 

"The boss was a very good-natured fellow. iverybody 
liked him. And he made friends hore CASY. 

"Despite the odor of shrimps all ovef him, nobody 
avoided him. And he was very careful in the spending of | 
money. His wife was even more so. The wife was a sickly 
old thing. But she worked and worked and she mever suffered : 
any ill effects. There were three sons in the family. And 
no three sons could be more different. ‘The oldest one was 
very quiet and timid. The second one was short and very 


fat. The third was a sort of compromise between the two. 


Not too fat and not too tall. He was the most hard working 
of the three. All are born in California. Also the father. 


The father died when he was fifty- two. 


"Bven on school days the youngest son got up early in 
the morning and helped his father in the delivering of the 
shrimps. The second son despite the fact that he was fat and 
ruddy was very weak. He guffered from a shortness of breath. And 
he could not do any hard physical work. The third con was 
a book worm and he was always studying. 

"The oldest son was married and after one year of married 
life he was divorced. All of us in the store knew it was ins 
evitable because ae wife was not the kind of person that could 
stay married long. Before the son got married, however, he 


made the acquaintance of a girl living around the corner. 
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This girl was ugly and very very dark. The fee ota said 
that the boy could have her absolutely free endfor nothing in 
return. But the son did not wish it. The girl later returned 

to China and from the rumors it is said that she died from 

an illness. 

"The wife to moved to Nevada city after her husband 
death. She have a little store in there. A vegetable store. 
Once every year during the July holidays she sold firecrackers 
and made enough in those few days for the entire year's rent. 

"The wife was a very superstitious woman. On New Year 
she hung a bright new curtain on her hedroom door. She wrapped 
up all of the brooms and dustrooms and for one whole week of 
the new year she would not clean or sweep her floor. ‘The 
Superstitious believed that whenever & person swept the 
floor during the new year they were sweeping away gold. 

"The wife would not take a trip without first consulting 
& god. There was an old woman living on Ninth and Webster 
Street who used to do that sort of work. That old woman had 
an old-gold god called Goon Yum. People went to her to con- 
sult her. ‘the wife was a r€gular customer to this old woman. 
And on the birthday of the god (yes there is such a thing) 
the wonan would bring all sorts of gifts and foods to the for- 
tune telling woman. 

"The wife was so superstitious that she had good luck 
signs pasted on the doors of her bedrooms and in the rooms of 
her sons. 


"She only washed her hair on certain days. She got an 


old book, a sort of good luck book, which she consulted very often. 


If the book said that the day was not a good day to wash her 
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hair she will wait for another day. 

"The shrimps bud@iness was getting along very well. There 
was a certain man who was jealous of the suecess of the com- 
pany. He came over to Oakland and started a store which also 
sold shrimps. He loweredhis price in order to get some of the 
boss' business. Now the boss had made a lot of money and he 
too lowered his price to battle it out with the other mane 
But the other man lowered his price still more. And the boss 
again lowered his price. Soon the price of shrimps was forty 
cents a pound. It did sell once for Sixty cents a pound. 

And the wholesale price was fifty cents a pound. Now the 
price of shrimps was lower than the former wholesale price. 

"The other man was not satisfied with the damage he 
had done. Ue went to the boss customers and forced them to 
buy from him. Some did, others aia not. Ifost of the ecus- 
tomers knew the boss too well and eont)nued doing business with 
him. The boss knew that something must be done Before his 
own business will be wrecked by the other man. But Wefore 
he had a chance to do what he wished, the other man business 
toppled over and failed. The other man had been selling too 
cheap and he conld not meet the expénses. As a result he 
moved back to San Francisco. 

"But there was nokend of trouble. Another man had 
the idea of breaking into the shrimp business. Instead of 
opening a store here he had his store in San Francisco. 

"Every morning he brought the shrimps Over in his automo- 
bile and went to the boss own customers. He tried the same 


trick of lowering his prices. And once again our boss did the 
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Same. The boss knew that this could not continued forever. 


Through a customer he found out the time in which the other man °° 


came to deliver shrimps. Oné‘morning he waited for him at a cer- 


tain store and explained to the other man hot to do it again. 
He said that if the other man wished to do business it was ail 
right with him. But that he should not p on lowering his 
price. The boss also told him to let the customers buy from 
whomever the customers wished. But the other man was very 
stubborn and he caused no end of trouble. 

"One day. the boss gave him the beating of his life. The 
other man was terribly hurt and a tong war was almostistarted. 
Both men were in differant tongs. It was after a great deal of 
trouble that the matter was finally settled. Since then we 
have hot hearé as to what happened to the other man." 

She concluded the story. I asked her, "Do you not find 
it tiresome working so long at the same job?" 

"No, the fact is that whenever we have a day off I 
feel lonesome. I am the only one of the workers who have 
kept at the same job since the store opened. People come and 
go but I am here forever. lany who come to work but a day 
and then they quitted. They are too delicate for this sort 
of work. And they are too slow for the work. And they make 
only fifteen cents a day. And they do not think it pays for 
the amount of work they put in. But I do not mind how much 
I make. I want to mect the people and talk to them. I have 
not missed a single day of work in fifteen years except once. 


It is a rather good record to be prond of." 


"Do you intent to continue this sort of work indefinetely?". 
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"It is hard to say. I am content with the work. My 
son is working besides. Even if I stay home I will have 
nothing to do. I am not used to being alone. + like to talk 
to people and make friends." 

The store is completely different.now. It is painted 
over and altergated with new materials. The old woman still 
sits in her little corner as content as ever. Now there are 
only five women working there. They do not work long hours 
as before. Business is very very quiet. And the workers 
work every other day instead of aati No rushing at all. 
Once in awhilé:customers come in and buy some shrimps. 

Usually s pound or a half a pound. The days of prosperity 
Beas otar.: By eliminating all foolish expenses before it is 
possible to barely make a living now. 

Meanwhile the old woman sits im her little corner picking, 
picking. The little corner is her world and for fifteen years 


She has been there. Iilany more years will tess and go but 


the old woman still lives on picking, picking, picking.... 
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Before my uncle bought the shrimp store it was owned by 
another man, The nrevious owner died and his wife sold the store, 

There is a very old woman working Inthestore. For fifteen 
long years she has been working Inttesame store and doing the same 
kind of work. She sits on a certain box for a chair and she ab- 
solutely will not trade it for a chair of any kind, For every 
mound of shrimes she nicks she gets ten cents, The average time 
for nicking a pound of shrimns is about ninety minutes. Some- 
times the old woman makes thirty cents a day. Sometimes the old 
woman makes more, She is very slow because she is near-sighted, 
She sits at the very end of the room 4n a certain right hand cor- 
ner and for fifteen long years she has not once changed her no- 
sition, She wears the typical old Chinese women's attire, black 
yants and clothes, Always wears black, nothing else, 

The store is a sort of gossinving place for a groun of old 
women who gather there each day, There, one will learn about who 
is going to get married, who gave birth to a baby, who nassed away 
to the land beyond. in fact the group discusses everything under 
the sun but the kitchen sink. 

There are a group of old women working there now. Most of 
them are over forty. Some are a little younger, There are no 
men working there, Some who are slow make but twenty cents a day. 
Others who are faster make over fifty cents. Everybody comes at 
nine in the morning and works without stonping for lunch. The 


average rate of nay for a single nerson is thirty cents. 
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Women who have small eee re take care of and who are un- 
able to come to the store have the good fortune to have the shrimps 
delivered to them at home, They work at home and when they finish, 
they take the shrimns back to the store. They also have to take 
the shells back. 

Most of the women who work at the store do not mind the small 
amount they make a day. They gather at the store just to talk and 
gossip and to waste time. 

The old near-sighted woman is at the store every day if there 
is work, 

She is old, Her face is all wrinkled, but she talks with a 
strong and sturdy voice. Her body is strong and full, not lean and 
weak like the other old women, Very very short sighted, but she 
does not wear any glasses. 

She did not tell much about herself, but she told about the 
former owner, She talked a lot, Some of the stories she told 
would even make Lady Lou blush with shame, 

And this is the story she told about her former boss: "He 
got un every morning at six o'clock, He delivered the shrimps to 
all of the restaurants and markets that were onened at the early 
hours, He got an automobile but he could not drive it. So he 
walked, On Saturdays and Sundays his other sons helped him with 
his work. Every morning the man would have two baskets filled with 
packages of shrimps that are wranned in one, two, and three pound 


packages. These two baskets were connected by a long pole. 


The man rut the role across his shoulders with the two baskets 
hanging on the two sides, It was easier to carry the load in this 


manner, After delivering the shrimps in the morning he would come 


- back to the store and eat. At nine he went down to the dock on 


First and Broadway to bring the shrimms back to be picked by the 
women workers, The shrimns were sent over every morning by the store 
in San Francisco, 

"At twelve he again went to deliver the shrimps to hotels, 
markets, and restaurants that are onened late. In case someone 
phoned for shrimys he went again to take the shrimms to the adif- 
ferent stores and his wife took care of the store, All of the 
sons were going to school then, 

"The store made a ~rospepens business. OQnee at the very 
peak of business there were over twenty women working at the store. 
They worked day and night. Long hours, But in those years the 
workers made from fifty cents to a dollar a day. In former years 
at Christmas and Thanksgiving, it was not an exaggeration to say 


that the owner and the workers had no time to eat and rest, 


People came unceasingly. The moment we finished nicking some 


shrimmys they were immediately sold. We rushed and we rushed. To- 
day everything is so different, 

"I remember perfectly something that hannened many years 
AZO It was Saturday and there were a great many eae nicked 
already. The boss thought that they would last over the week-end, 


However, by Saturday night they were all sold. There were shrimps 


to sell on Sunday. Usually Sunday was a very quiet day and few 


people came to buy. This rarticular Sunday was different. People 


wal 


came and went, But they did not get any shrimns, Now the store 


had a great quantity of shrimys in storage at the National Ice 


Storage Company. And the boss decided to go down to get some out. 


But the storage was not opened on Sundays. After that the boss 
every week-end nut up more than enough shrinms to take care of 


the customers. But the same incident never hapnened again, 


"The boss was a very good-natured fellow. Everybody liked 


him, And he Made friends very easy, 


“Desnite the odor of shrimms all over hin, nobody avoided 


him, and he was very careful in the spending of money, His wife 


was even more so, The wife was a sickly old thing. She worked 


and worked and never suffered any ill effects. There were three 


sons in the family, and no three sons could be more different. 


The oldest one was very quiet and timid. The second one was short 


and very fat. The third was a sort of comnromise between the two. 


Not too fat and not too tall. He was the most hard working of 
the three, All were born in California. Also the father. The 
father died when he was fifty-two. 

“Even on Pakouk days the youngest son got un early in the 
morning and helred his father in the delivering of the shrimns, 
The second son desvite the fact that he was fat and ruddy was 
very weak, He wuffered from a shortussa of breath; And he 
could not do any hard physical work. The third son was a book 
worm and he was always studying, 


"The oldest son was married and after one year of married 


life he was divorced, All of us in the store knew it was inevitable 


beceuse the wife was not the kind of person that could stay married 
long. Before the son got married, however, he made the acquain- 
tance of a girl living around the corner. 


"This girl was ugly and very, very dark. The girl's father 


said that the boy could have her absolutely free and asked for 


nothing in return, But the son did not wish it. The girl later 
returned to China and from the rumors it is said that she died from 
an illness, 

"The wife moved to Nevada City after her husband's death. 
She had a little store there, A vegetable store. Once every year 
during the duly holidays she sold firecrackers and made enough 
in those few days for the entire year's rent. 

"The mies was a very superstitious woman, On New Year she 
hung a bright new curtain on her bedroom door, She wranred up all 
ef the brooms and dust brooms and for one whole week of the New 
year she would not clean or sween her floor. The superstitious 
believed that whenever a rerson swent the floor during the New 
Year they were sweening away gold, 

"The wife would not take a trip without first consulting a 
god, There was an old woman living at Ninth and Webster streets 
who used to do that sort of work, That old woman had an old-gold 
god called Goon Yum. People went to her to consult her. The 
wife was a regular customer to this old woman, And on the birth- 
day of the god (yes there is such a thing) and woman they would 


bring all sorts of gifts and foods to the fortune telling woman. 
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"The wife was so sunerstitious that she had good luck signs 
pasted on the doors of her bedrooms and. in the rooms of her sons, 

"She only washed her hair on certain days. She got an old 
book, a sort of good luck book, which she consulted very often. 
if the book said that the day was not a good day to wash her hair 
she would wait for another day. 

"Phe shrimp business was getting along very well, There 


Was a certain man who was jealous of the success of the comnany, 


He came over to Qakland and started a store which also sold shrims. 


He lowered his rrice in order to get some of the boss*s business, 
Now the boss had made a lot of money and he too lowered his rrice 
to battle it out with the other man. But the other man lowered his 
wrice still more. And the boss again lowered his rrice. Soon the 
price of shrimns was forty cents a round. It did sell once for 
sixty cents a nound. And the wholesale price was fifty cents a 
pound. Now the nrice of shrimps was lower than the former whole- 
sale price. 

"The other man was not satisfied with the damage he had done. 
He went to the boss*s customers and forced them to buy from hin, 
Some did, others did not. Most of the customers knew the boss too 
well and continued doing business with him. The boss knew that 
something must be done before his own business was wrecked by the 
other man. But before he had a chance to do what he wished, the 
other man's business toppled over and failed. The other man had 
been selling too cheap and he could not meet the exnrenses, As a 
result he moved back to San Francisco. 


"But there was no end of trouble. Another man had the idea 


of breaking into the shrimy business, Instead of onening a store 
here he had his store in San Francisco. 

"Every morning he brought the shrimps over in his automobile 
and went to the boss*s own customers, He tried the same trick of 
lowering his orien. And once again our boss did the same. The 
boss knew that this could not be continued forever. Through a 
customer he found out the time at which the other man came to de- 
liver shrimps. One morning he waited for him at a certain store and 
explained to the other man not to do it again. He said that if 
the other man wished Eolas business it was all right with him. 

But that he should not keen on lowering his vrice. The boss also 

told him to let the customers buy from whomever the customers wished. 

But the other man was very stubborn and he caused no end of trouble. 
"One day the boss gave him the beating of his life. The other 

man was terribly hurt and a tong war. was almost started. Both 

men were terribly hurt and a tong war was almost started. Both 

men were in different tongs. It was after a great deal of trouble 

that the matter was finally settled. Since then we have not heard 

what hannened to the other man," 

She concluded the story. G3 asked her: "Do you not find it 
tiresome working so long at the same job?" 

"No, the fact is that whenever we have a day off I feel lone- 
some. I am the only one of the workers who has kept at the same 
Job since the store opened. People come and go but I am here 
forever. Many who come, work but a day and then they quit. They 
are too delicate for this sort of work, And they are too slow for 


the work, And they make only fifteen cents a day. And they do not 


think it pays for the amount of work they put in. But I do not 
mind how much I make. I want to meet the reonle and talk to them. 
i have not missed a single day of work in fifteen years except 
once. It is rather a good record to be proud of,” 

"Do you intend to continue this sort of work indefinitely?™ 

Mle is hard to say. I am content with the work. Liy son is 
working besides, Even if I stay home I will have nothing to do. 
I am not used to being alone. I like to talk to reovle and make 
friends." 

The store is commletely different now. It is painted over 
end altered with new materials, The old woman still sits in her 
little corner as content as ever. Now there are only five women 
working there. They do not work long hours as before. Business 
is very, very quiet. And. the workers work every other day instead 
of daily. Wo rushing at all. OQncee in awhile customers come in 
and buy some shrimnys. Usually a pound or a half a pound, The 
days of »nrosnerity are over. By eliminating all foolish exrenses 
it is possible to barely make a living now. 

Meanwhile the old woman sits in her little corner vicking, 
picking. The corner is her world and for fifteen years she has 
been there, Many more years will come and go but the old woman 


still lives on, picking. 
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* rewrite story 


The Little Boy Ying Goon 


Tonight the shadow of sadness and weeping plays in the 
street of Chinatown, and there is only the loneliness of 
despair, and the lingering echo of a wailing song from the 
night before. There is a grayness in the air, a mournful 
lament, and I walk in the darkness of the city, thinking 
again of the little boy Ying Goon. It is at this moment of 
grievous pain, this moment of sudden remembrance that I feel 
the emptiness of separation, for the little boy Ying Goon is 
here no more. 

And although it is now the New Year, and joy and gladness 
are everywhere, yet I feel them not. All gladness and cheer 
are drowned into the hush of silence in the earth, and every 
explosion of a4 firecracker is like a heavy pounding of a 
hammer in my Boar My grief is such that I am anable to 
think of anything else bat ape rriend Ying Goon. His face appears 
before me once again, and I see his brown clear eyes, the black- 
ness of his hair. I hear his voice whispering around me. Yes, 
he walks in the street beside me tonight, and I have a strange 
feeling of unreality, for I do not think it possible that 
only a week ago, he and I were walking here, 

There is a lingering pain in my heart, and the memory 
of last night comes before me, and I weep again. -Yes, there 
is an emptiness around me, and wailing of songs in symbolic 


weeping for him who has departed. Can it be possible that 


Ying Goon is now beneath the firmness of the brown earth, to 
sleep, forever? 

And although he is really gone from this earth, I find 
it hard to believe so. 

How clearly now I see the scene before me once again. 

I see Ying Goon on the white hospital bed, his face blue with 
the poison that is slowly creeping all over him. His large 
black eyes are staring into my face. A sad smile brushes his 
lips. There he lies, dying, so helpless, so bravely, that 
while I do not wish to cry, I cannot control my tears. I am 
leaning close to him. His eyes are wet. Then looking at me 
strangely, he says in a trembling voice, "Leong, what is going 
to happen to me? I'm so afraid.” And the tears rolled down 
his pale cheeks, wetting the bed. 

I say to Ying Goon, "There is no need to be afraid of 
anything. You will be well before the New Year comes." 

He smiles bravely when he hear this, but in his eyes 
there still lingers that fearful look. ‘Then after awhile he 
commences to weep, and for many moments he cannot cease. 

"Oh, Leong, I'm so afraid, I don't know why, but I have 
s peculiar feeling that something is going to happen to me." 

I look at him. His face is very green and blue. I can- 
not speak for a moment. ; 

"You'll be well soon, Ying Goon," 1 finally manage=to 
ae "Do not worry too much." And then I put my arms around 
ne and weep like aLittle = 

When I leave him Yin Be Sold Pe aban my arms, and he says to 


] 
me, "You'll come to see again, won't you, Leong?" 


He holds on tightly to my hands, unwilling to let go. 
There is a frightened look on his face, a fear and horror 
that I have never seen before, and when I look at his face, 

I seem to see death lurking in hjs eyes: 

"I'll see you again," I say to ting Goon, and as I say 
that. I know somehow that it is the last time that I shall ever 
see him alive. And coming out of the hospital I yeenians and 
hard. 

Now suddenly that picture is gone from my mind. 1 am 
once more in the streets of Chinatown, walking among the 
shadows of the the drooping buildings. 1 see the bright 
flash, and I hear the loud explosion of fireerackers in the 
falling evening. And my heart aches again. Yes, tonight 
there is loneliness in the streets, and because Ying Goon 
has gone away, I am lonelier still. I feel a coldness in the 
air, and darkness is everywhere. ‘Stars too are dim, and 
the sky is full with everlasting lament. 

"Oh, riget Geen. I whisper softly, and 1 seem to feel 
his presence near me. Somehow, I cannot believe that he is 
gone, my little friend Ying Goon. 

Now in this moment of remembrance, I cannot make myself 
believe that only yesterday he was laid to rest in the hills 
of San Francisco. 


Yes. there is weeping everywhere, and there is pain and 
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sweet moments of flashing remembrances, moments of fleeting 


impression, moments of lasting thoughts, and suddenly 1 know, 


walking here, that the memory of Ying Goon will always be 
with me. 

Yet how could I forget that moment when I learn of his 
death? I am alone in my room then, EY a nish ot the little 
boy Ying Goon. When I come out, my mother is weeping, and 
she says, "Ying Goon is dead." Even though I know that it 
is true, yet I belteve not. And only after I have gone and 
seen him that 1 finally know that he is really gone from me. 

And now the scene of the joyous New Year fades again from 
my mind. My mind drifts up to a hill, overlooking San Fran- 
cisco. A heavy wind is blowing in from the Golden Gate. The 
sky is dark with shadows. On such a day as this, we are bury- 
him. Six men are carrying a plain wooden coffin, slowly 
walking up the hill. Ying Goon's brothers, Ying Quen and 
Ying Wei are weeping loudly. Little Ying Wei weeps unceasingly, 
and he calls out again and again, "Ying Goon, Ying Goon," his 
volce echoing through the lonely hills far above the Golden 
Gate. We are slowly climbing up the hill, and all the time, 
the heavy gust of wind blows into our face. sadly, sadly, 
we go on. By now the sky is dark and ominons. A slight rain 
begins to fall on the earth. 

Louder still the weeping of Ying Wei becomes. It is so 
full of sadness and grief, so painful, that 1 cannot control 
myself any longer. I go toward Ying Wei, and both of us 
ery togethers On, on, we go up the hill. Then we come upon 
a wide stretch land filled with white crosses and marble 


tombstones. We stop. The six men carry the coffin to a 
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spot near a tree. We watch in silence while Ying Goon's 
casket is lowered into the ground. At this moment, everyone 
begins to ery. uittle Ying Weil weeps the loudest. He calls 
out again, "Ying Goon, Ying Goon.." his voice trailing off 
into the distance. ‘Then the brown earth hides the casket 
from our view. I see it no more. We make our way down the 
hill. Everyone is quiet. Nobody speaks. MThereis silence 
everywhere, and 1 hear the loud rustling of tree leaves 
fighting with the wind. Far telow us, I can hear the murmur 
of sea waves. Up here in the solitude of space, far atove 
the city of San Francisco, we are leaving the little boy 
Ying Goon. 

And as I leave the hill where now Ying Goon is resting, 
I feel the deep pain of separation, the uncomprehensible 
feeling of something lost, but not forgotten, and I keep 
going down the hill, never looking back. 

The rain is falling steadily now. We make haste to 
return to Oakland. All the way home I cannot talk, and my 
heart weeps within me. 

In the night I wake up suddenly, and looking out into the 
darkness, I think of the little boy Ying Goon, and I see 
him in the darkness of the earth, sleeping foreverin peace, 
Somehow he does not seem dead. I1 still think batt am in 
a dream, lost in a weird imagination where everything is 
gueeee unreal. 

And now the dream is gone, and I am once more in the 


solitude of the streets in Chinatown, we##ag walking in the 
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shadows of the buildings, thinking of little Ying Goon, and 
in my thoughts there come before me many pleasant memories 
of bygone dsys. I no longer know that this is the New Year. 
I am only conscious of him, and I feel his presence near me. 
I hear his voice, and then out into the darkness of the 
eiient shagowy night, 1 whisper, "Ying Goon,” and there is a 
mummur like a response from him. 


Far away a firecracker explodes, and it sounds like a 


heavy pounding in my heart. 
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ee The Little Boy Ying Goon 


Tonight the shadow of sadness and weeping phays in the 
Streets: of Chinatown, and there is only the utter loneliness 
of despair, and the lingering echo of a wailing song from the 
night before. There is a silence of lament, of grayness in 
the air, and I walk in the silence of the ckty, thinking again 
of the little boy Ying Goon, and it is at this moment of 
grievous pain , this moment of poignant remembrance that I 
feel the emptiness of separation, for the little boy Ying 
Goon is here no more. 

It-is New Year, and joy and gladness are in the air. 
Firecrackers explode in the street, proclaiming og arrives 
or cheer, but to m@, all gladness is drowned into the hash 
of silence in the earth, and every explosion of a firecracker 
is like a heavy pounding of alhammer in my heart. My grief 
is such that I am ansble to think of anything but my friend 
Ying Goon. His face comes before me once again, his voice 
whispers eeeaad me, and I see once more his brown clear eyes, 
the blackness of his uncombed hair. Yes, he walks in the street 
beside me, and I hold his hands in mine. And as I walk in 
the street of Chinatown tonight, I have a feeling of unreality 
and I do not think it possible that only a week ago, he and I 
were walking here. : 

There is a pain in the deepness of my suffering heart, 


and the memory of last night comes before me, and I weep again. 


Now the New Year is here, and there is happiness every- 
where, and yet I feel it not, because Ying Goon is gone forever. 
There is em emptiness akl around me, and there—ere drooping 
of aes wailing of songf, in-spabebio—weepink for 
him whoadeparté. laine it be possible that he is now beneath 
the brown firmness of the earth, to sheep, sozevert) 

A lingering sorrow comes over me, ana I continue to weep 
One 

I see the scene before me once again. I see him in 
the white hospital bed, his large black eyes staring tiredly 
into my face. A sad smile comes into his mouth. iis fore- 
hecd la blue with peteons. There he lies, dying, and there 
48 nothing that can be done. I lean close to him. I see 
tearS in his eyes. He says to me, “Leong, what is going to 
happen to me? I'm so afraid of everything here." And then 
tears drop out form his eyes gantil Veange wet. 

I say, "Ying Goon, there is no need to be afraid of 
anything. ‘You will be well before the New Year comes, and 
then we witt both be together again." 

I look at Ying Goon, and he smiles at me. I see his 
face, very green and eae), sob catéhes in ny ee, I 
cannot speak for @ moment. 

Then Ying Goon begins to cry, and he says, "Oh, Leong, 
I’m so afraid, I don't know why. I have a feeling that 
something is going to happen to me." 


I find it hard to control my tears. I am unable to 


speak. Then finally I say, "You'll be all right, Ying Goon. 


Do not worry too much." 

And at that moment I put my arms around him and weep 
like a little child. 

When I leave hin, Ying Goon says, "You come to see me 
again, won't you, Leong?” 

"Yes," I say. But I know deep in my heart that perhaps 
that is to be the last time that I shall ever see him alive. 
And coming out of the hospital, I keep saying to myself: Ying 
Goon, Ying Goon, don't die Me »/ | 

But now the picture is gone. I see the bright flash 
of firecrackers in the darkness of evening. And my heart 
aches again. Yes, tonight there is loneliness in the street, 
and because Ying Goon is not here, I am lonelier still. 

I feel cold, and darkness is everywhere. Stars too are 
dim, and the sky is full with everlasting lament. "Oh, Ying 
Goon," I whisper, and then 1 begin to cry. 

Somehow, I cannot believe that he is gone, my little 
friend Ying Goon. 

I remember him in the street corner selling papers. 

“4% ta a very cold day, and the rain keeps coming down 
in torrents. Little Ying Goon is standing under the shade 
of a building, shouting with all his voice, "Examiner, examiner." 

He is shaking with cold, and I go up to him snd say, "Ying 
Goon, are you not cold standing there in the rain?" And he 
says, "No, Leong, I am not cold." But L can see that he is 


-guffering grestly, so in the evening I bring him en old sweater 


of mine, and I give it to him. 


I cam: see in his eyes that he is glad, and he says to 
me, “Are you sure you don't want it, Leong?" 

"You can have it,” I tell him. 

And he puts it on. I think that from then on ting Goon 
and 1 become closely attached to each other. 

Now in this moment of remembrance, there is an utter 
tragedy about Ying Goon. Somehow, 4 cannot bring myself to 
believe that he is really gone, and that only yesterday he 
was laid to rest in the hills of San Francisco. He is more 
than a friend to me, for I think of him as part of me, and when 
he passed away, I feel that I myself have died FOO. 

Yes, there is weeping everywhere, and there is pain and 
sweet moments of flashing rememberances, moments of fleeting 
impression, moments of lasting thoughts, and suddenly I know, 
walking here, that no matter what happens, the memory of ting 
Goon will always be with me. 


Yet how could I forget that moment when 1 learn’ of his 
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death? When mother tells me that Ying Goon is dead, I £0) 
not believe, I ‘know too that it 4 the truth, and that 


inrren— 
at last he is really gone from me. 


Ana now 1 am up on a hill, overlooking Sen Francisco. 
wind 
A heavy,comes blowing in from the Golden Gate, and the sky is 
\ burying 
dark with shadows. On such a day as this we sre }ur¥me hin. 
There is the coffin before me, a plain wooden coffin, carried 
by six men. Ying Goon's brothers, ting Wei, ting Quan, and 
the father ere weeping loudly. Little Ying Wei weeps unceas~ 


ingly. He calls out egain and again, "Ying Goon, Ying Goon." 
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His loud weeping echoes through the lonely hills above the 
Golden 

GOa#m Gate. And we sre slowly making our way up the hill, 
while all the time, the heavy wind blows right into our face. 
Sadly, sadly, we go on. By now the sky is dark and ominous. 
A slight rain begins to fall towards the earth. 

This is 3 moment gf strangeness for me, & moment that 
I cannot understand. Beneath the casket lies little Ying 
Goon. I can see his face beneath the box, so white, so white 
like marble. 

Louder still the weeping of Ying Wei become. It is so’ 
full of sadness and grief that I eannot control myself anymore. 
I go toward Ying Wei and put my arms around him, and both of 
us begin to weep. On, on, wecto up the hill. Then we come 
upon a wide Pi Ba yop fe ice with white crosses and marble 
Rombetola. We all near We watch while Ying Goon's casket 
is lowered into the ground. At this unbsarable moment, every- 
One begins to cry. Little Ying Wei weens the londest. He 
calls out again, "Ying Goon, Ying Goon, Ying Goon..." his 
voice trailing off into the distance. Then the brown earth 
covers the casket up. I see it no more. We make our way 
down the hill. Everyone is quiet. Nobody speaks. There is 


Silence everywhere, and 1 hear the loud rustling of trees 


fighting the wind. far below I could hear the murmur of sea 


waves. I see the city of San Francisco below me, and up here 
in the solitude, there is utter Sadness. 
300n the time of departure comes. There is silence 


as 1 make my way back to Oakland. I cannot talk. My heart 
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weeps within me. 


In the evening I cannot eat. I forget that it is the 
New Year. When the firecrackers go off, I startle suddenly. 
They are like cannon shots against my heart. 

In the night + wake ap, and looking out into the dark- 
ness I think of tha little boy Ying Goon. There is a weird 
sensation thinking of him at night. He does not seem dead. 
I still think that it is all a dreem. I cannot believe that 
I have seen hinbariea deep into the earth. My heortis eold, 
My eyes are wet with tears. | 

And now in the solhtude of the strect I think of Ying 
Goon, and in my thoughts there comesbefore me many pleasant 
memories of bygone days. I no longer know that this is the 
New Year. I am only conscious of hin, and I feel his presence 
near me. I hear his voice, and then out into the darkness, | 
the silent shadowy night, I say, "Ying Goon," and there is 
a murmur like an answer from him. 

Far away a firecracker explode? and it sounds like a 


heavy pounding in the interior of my heart. 
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true strange story /Af Hatchet Man Jonn Leyim 
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Although hatchet men sre things of the past, the term 
still lingers on when one mentions a tong killer. In the 
olden days the hatchet men hid behind dark alleys and streets 
and when the person whom they were to kill walked by, they 


would let go of their hatchets. Nowadays the tong killers 


“use the modern weapons, guns and knifes, but they are still 


call “hatchet men." 

Tong wars are also a thing of the past, despite the 
the fact that once in awhile rumor’ would leak out that a 
tong war was to start, bat somehow it never does, not in 
these modern days. The tongs are wary complitated, and they 
spring up everywhere, everyplace. Perhaps originally they 
‘are groups of fighting men, ready to defend the name and 
heehee honor of one of their members in case he should be 
in trouble caused by any other tong. But nowadays the tong 
is something different. Everyone engaged in business belongs 
to one, whether he likes it or nots The membership in the 


tong is a sort of guarantee that no one else in the same 


business would cause trouble to another person dealing in the 


same ousiness. 
If a business concern does not belong to a tong, the 
chsneces are that other business men in the same line would 


power 
do anything in eee ee stop that business from being a 


success. . 

Now the Chinese are a very peculiar race of people. 
They do not cooperate together. and none would like to see 
the other be a greater sucess than he is. Jealousy is very 


common, and spring up everywhere, causing trouble and dis- 
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comfort to everyone concerned. 

Perhaps that explains why the country of China, which 
one had a flourishing civilization, is now one of the weakest 
nations of the earth, if not the weakest. The north is separated 
from the south, the east from the west, and each section goes 
against each other, like four different tongs battling one 
another. 

It is no lie to say that no cooperation exists among 
the Chinese. As we mentioned before in a very early piece of 
work one gpaup of people would do one sort of business. Another 
group of would do another kind of business. And each business 
would hire only the people that speak the same dialect as 
the worxers in the store. It is the same all along. If you 
can go down Hight Street and find a Say Yup man in a Hurn 
Sarn store, or a Hurn Sarn Man in a Say Yup store, then you 
really saw a miracle. The same attitude lingers everywhere. 

Just suppose we say that a Say Yup man haé been having 
a very prosperous business wih a Chinese food store. It is 
the only one in the city. A Hurm Sarn man gets jealous, and 
says, "Why can't I start a store exactly like that." He starts 
to do it. The Say Yup man sees the new store being built. He 
is afraid that he is going to lose his business, since there 
are to be two stores now instead on one. He makes up his mind 
to wreek the other fellow before he starts. He frightens him. 
He tells the other fellow not to take any of his customers, 
and that he better not try to outsell or lower his price to 


grab business. The other fellow says, "Let the ent ia: go 
to whatever place they like best. And if I can Sea my stuff 
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for a lower price than you can, then that's my business." 
We say too that the Say Yup man belongs to a tong. Ana the 
Hurn Sarn man does not belong to one. The Say Yup man would 
feel that he is in a better position, for he has the hole 
tong behind him. Thrests would come the way of the Hurn Sarn 
mane Threats that harm would come to him and his family if 
he startée his business. But the Hurn Sarn man could not give 
up as easy as all that, and not fight for a chance. So as a 
last desperate attempt, he too would join a tong, a tong of 
another clan for his own protection. So to settle anything 
now, the two tongs get together and discuss what is to be done. 
Usually there is a compromise. If not, then hatchets would 
fall on California, like stars fell on Alabama. 

As more and more people get in business, more and more 
tongs spring up. The tongs today usually are places of discussion 


among the 
to settle difftculties ##h#@8R people. The chances are that 
; joinin 


many business concerns get away from ### a tong, But the 
belong to 

agugtty majority does,/we think. Perhaps in the not too distant 

future, tongs would entry! of the past. 

If is a little hard to think of Whitthorne and Swan 
causing troubld to J. C. Penny, peeuneer alos its customers 
happens to go into tha Penny store. 

Many a fist fight has happened on things less than that 
‘among the Chinese. Ah, sweét mgstery of life. 

But to go back to the hatchet man before we completeyy 
forget him. 

And believe me, we would like to forget him too. 


We have picked out two indéidents that actually happened 
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in real life. It's the old o14 mistaken identity theme. 

When a hatchet man goes out to kill a man, he goes out 
"to eat his pie." That's the term that is commonly used. 

Here is the first incident from life. 

A man was wanted badly by a certain tong, and he was 
hiding in an obscure part of the city, in an old house run 
by a very poor old woman. The old woman did not know that 
the occupant of the room was a person wanted by a tong. If 
she did, she would not want to rent the room at all, for one 
never know what the tong men might do. Well, the man hid 
in the attic for many deys, scared and frightened, locking 
himself in, never venturing out into the streets. One day he 
got a tip that the tong hatchet man knew whefe he lived. And 
that the hatchét man was coming to "get his pie." Quickly the 
man moved. Now an unfortunate thing happened. That very same 
day another man came to the house of the o1d woman and desired 
to have a room. The 01d woman gave,empty room to the new 
occupant. Ngw it happened too neh innocent man knew 
nothing that was going on, or that the room was recently lived 
in by a tong man. That night the hatchet man came to the 
place of the old woman, and forced himself into the room of 
the innocent man. The innocent mihy pugzled by the strange 
actions of the hatchet man. | 


"What do you wish?" he demanded. 


"Stop your acting,” the hatchet man said. He was furious 


because the other man was joking, acting as though he did not 


understand it all. 


The hatchet man took out his gun, pointed it streight 


at the mane 
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The man said, "But what is all this about?” feeling 
afraid all of a sudden, knowing that something was wrong. 

The hatchet man came forward and said, "You are the man 
we want. You are the one." And he named the name of the 
guilty mane 

The innonent man screamed, "But you are wrong’ I only 
rented the room this morning?" But the hatchet man paid no 
attention to him. 

"You dare to lie in a time like this." He fired three 
shots. A body W## slumped into the floor. And thus 6 pie 


was eaten, but the wrong pie. 


The second incident happened like this. 

A hatchet man was lookine for the party whom he was to 
kill. The hatchet man was shown a oicture of man, ke=iteremeto 
et. He hid near the house of the man, but a0 man did not 
com@ out once, being afraid and frightened ss to what might 
happen## to him. The hatchet man was told, "If you see a man 
we@ring sad ih geet then that is your party. There is no one 
wearing a vest like that.” Ana so through the night the 
hatchet man watched for the yellow vest. Toward nightfall 
aman came out of the building, wesring the yellow vest. The 
hatehet man strained his eyes, and the man looked like the man 
in the picture. He fired his shots and ran. 

The next day it was found out that the wrong man was 
shot. He looked something like the man in the vieture, buat it 
was not the man the tong wanted. The unfortunate man had 


porrowed the yellow vest, and as 4 result, his pie was eaten 


Ps hatchet mane 
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Mr. A is a native of Kwangtung Province, China and is 
forty-six years old now. He came to this country five years 
ago. | 

For many generations the family of Mr. A had engaged in 
farming. His family is what we call a poor farmer's family; 
they have no land of their own. Every year, during the 
first few days of the Chinese New Year, his family, as well 
as other San akees who have no land and do not wish to rent 
any from the landlords, has to bicycle to the village hall 
to secure a field from the "village commune”. 

The village communes in Kwangtung Province usually owned 
a certain amount of land around the village. How the lands 
were acquired and by what means they were acquired we do not 
know. These lands were supposed to be the property of the 
whole villaces But although they are supposedly common pro- 
perty, which means every member of the village has a share 
in them, they are actually controlled by a few propertied 
country gentlemen in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. 
Every year, the elder people or those who are above fifty, 
gather together in the village hall and elect officers to 
take care of the village property, the most important of 
which is land. In theory, every one who qualifies for a 


seat in the meeting has a voice in all village matters, but 
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in fact, the poorer and the weaker portion of the village 
is always dominated by the rich and the strong portion. 

As a result, the village offices always fell to the 
wealthy class. These officers are not governmental offi- 
cers, but they enjoy the right of ruling the village. They 
even determine such cases as refusing certain villagers to 
marry girls when they think it would be injurious to the 
prosperity of the village. They are judges of minor affairs. 
All disputes are to be settled by them first except those 
cases in which they cannot come to any decision, and these 
are referred to the governmental authority. They are re- 
garded by the government as official representatives of the 
village and are summoned frequently by civil authority to 
report upon the conditions of the village. These village 
officers control all the properties of the village; they 
manage them in such a manner as to return some profits to 
themselves, either directly or indirectly. During the 
Tsing Dynasty, anyone who went to Peking to participate in 
the Imperial Examination would be paid by the village all 
his travelling expenses including those of his servants. 

Even now, in a time which the Kuomintang claims is 
the period of suceessful revolution, a high school graduate 
receives double share in the distribution of village pro- 


fits and other privileges. Of course, no sons of the pea- 
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sants ever have the honor to participate in the Imperial 
Examination in Peking or to dream of having a chance to go 
to high school, and yet more than ninety per cent of the 
population of the country is illiterate. This is only one 


of the injustices among thousands. As Chine, I mean her 


landlords and wealthy citizens, has been famous for the cor- 


ruption of her public officials in the last four score de- 


cades, it would not be unjustified to claim that the village 


propertied class, the fUHO class, practiced anything which 
can be calied the most corrupted. 

Under the control and the management of the TUHO class, 
the lands of the village are rented to the peasants of the 
game village. There is no fixed rate of rent.for the land 
is divided into numerous "fields", and is rented to the one 
who bids the highest rate. A day is fixed during the New 
Year holidays for such bidding. All peasants who want a 
field to cultivate for the current year must go to the vil- 
lage hall in person to bid for it. Rents are usually paid 
in advance. If the peasant has no cash in hand, he borrows 
it from some rich men, and of course pays a high interest 
for it. 

It was under such circumstances that A and his grand- 
parents rented their land from the village. And it was due 


to this system of enslavement that A and his ancestors were 
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exploited and oppressed for generations. 

Imperialism knocked at the door of China, and it was 
the Province of twanghind that first came into contact with 
the West. Following the invasion of imperialism, commer- 
cial capitalism developed very rapidly. Side by side with 
the old feudalistic commerce of the village, there emerged 
the small business class, somewhat resembling the burgesses 
of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries in Europe. About 
five miles from A's village, there grew up a little town 
which is the trading center of that district. Because of 
the continuous floods and droughts, which were due to the 
breakdown of the old irrigation system and the neglect and 
misrule of the present government, the farming class became 
completely bankrupt. A's family met the same fate. Thou- 
sands of these bankrupt peasants now seek their livelihood 
in the nearby towns and cities. 

At the age of eleven, A was sent to this little town 
near his village to learn to be a carpenter. He served as 
an apprentice in the first six years, and received no sala- 
ry at all for the services. During the apprentice period 
he was cook, boy, servant, and worker of the shop. He had 
to get up very early, about five o'clock in the morning, 
and begin immediately to sweep the floor, cook the breakfast, 
and pat everything in order. At sight, he went out to the 
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market to buy food for the day, and at nine he began to 
cook lunch. Dinner was served at five, and it was A who 
had to prepare it. The shop closed at nine in the evening. 
While other workers could go when the shop was closed, A 
had to remain to clean everything up and put things in or- 
der. Not infrequently, the master would like him to doa 
little work for his family, and the apprentice, as a rule, 
had no choice but to comply. After serving as apprentice 
for six years, A became a regular worker, leaving his old 
position to somebody else. As a worker, he received three 
dollars a month. Yet, he considered this a great opportu- 
nity and was proud of his profession, mentioning it to all 
his relatives and friends. 

Throughout the Tsing Dynasty, there existed secret 
associations. They were of different natures, but most of 
them were anti-Manchu and were in favour of restoring the 
Ming Dynasty. As history progressed, these secret associa- 
tions began to lose their old political element, and be- 
came the people's organizations in fighting against local 
magistrates and very often against the oppressions of local 
landlords. Somewhere around the village of A, there existed 
the San Ting Huiu, which neigh whe Three Spots Society. it 
was Claimed that this association first appeared in the be- 


ginning years of the Tsing Dynasty with the main and origi- 
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nal purpose of opposing secretly the rule of the Manchus, 
and in favour of restoring the Ming Dynasty. It was this 
kind of secret association which very frequently robbed the 
TMzho class and distributed the loot among the poor people. 
But we must not be confused by its outward character, for 
though it claimed to be the Robin Hood of the people, it 
was in fact controlled by shrewd leaders who made use of 
the association for their own profits. In spite of this 
treacherous nature, people flocked to it because they were So 
dissatisfied with the oppression of the landlords and the 
government magistrates that they could not even discrimi- 
nate what was right. 

A joined the San Ting Huiu when he was twenty-two years 
ola. Every new member had to take an oath of fidelity. They 
must swear to be loyal to the "BIG BROTHERS"; they must pay 
respect to the image of the first emperor of the Ming Dynasty ; 
they must swear to help fellow brothers when they are in 
danger; they must swear to keep absolute secrecy; and they 
must swear not to expose any fellow brothers to the Tsing 
magistrates, because members of this kind of organization 
were bound to be killed by the Manchus. 

A joined the San Ting Huiu in the later days of the 
Tsing Dynasty. With the coming of the Republic, the San 


Ting Huiu went out of existence. Though A was a member of 
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the organization for many years, he did not learn anything 
revolutionary from it. 

The economic bankruptcy of the country became more 
acute every day. The farming class suffered the most, and 
sons of the farmers were forced to go to foreign lands to 
earn their living. A's family was one of those thousands 
of bankrupt families, so he was forced to emigrate to other 
lands. At this time, the World War was being carried on at 
full speed. Previously the Chinese had been regarded as an 
inferior race and thus were discriminated against by nearly 
all the "civilized countries" of the world. At this time, 
however, when human labour was so valuable to the warring 
countries, the inferiority of the Chinese was forgotten and 
they were admitted to countries desiring Chinese laborers 
to work for them. We thus see that economic interests pre- 
ceded everything, and it is doubtful whether there would 
have been race superiority or inferiority had there not 
been economic interests involved. A.went to Mexico in 1915. 
He resumed his old carpenter profession, and in Mexico, dur- 
ing the World War, he made seven dollars a day as carpenter. 
From 1915 to 1926, A. lived there and earned a fair and de- 
cent living. He returned to China in 1927 and went back to 
Mexico the following year. 
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When +titcgegememt. economic crisis,swept over Mexico, the 
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capitalists aroused the sentiment among the people that it 
was the influx of Chinese workers that caused the Mexican 
workers to be unemployed. So, in 1950, there was a movement 
_to drive the Chinese out of Mexico. Thousands of Chinese 
were driven out and their properties confiscated. This wave 
of anti-Chinese feeling has persisted until the present, and 
there is no sign of cessation yet. When the Chinese were 
driven out by thousands, sqme of them succeeded in crossing 
over to the United States. A. was one of those who came over 
to this country by bribing the Gi eeat ion officials of the 
‘Mexican border. 

Since he came to this country in 1930 A. has been work- 
ing ihethe farms in the San Joaquin Valley, in the ranges in 
the Sacramento Walley and in.certadn, Chinese {groceries in 
San Francisco. He never earns more than forty daliars a 
month and has been unemployed most of the time. At present 


he is working in a Chinese grocery in San Francisco. 
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Although Keen Weng had only one purpose in mind wen he 
came to America in 1929, that of bettering his material position 
in the world , he probably will make a better AAR AP ESE 
than many of his countrymen who have been here for a Cae aa 
iod. 

= 

Heon—vexe makes no secret of it. He came to America to 
get rich, ony though he has found the way difficult he never- 
theless reer and optimistic. He had had it in his mind 
since childhood to migva te to America. Then, when he was ge-7iven Ze 
years old, he received word from an older brother in Los Ange-- 
les that he could expect a minimum of help from him in the new 
country, So he started out. 

The young man's story is similar to the average story of 
the Chinese immigrant. Conditions in China were too cramped 
for the convenience of his ambitions, and since many another 
Pras had attained success in the United States, why not take 
the chance? After all, the chance, in regard to failure, was 
not exactly great and, indeed, it would not take a very long 
stride of advancement to outstrip the chances he had in China. 


So,from the small pay received for helping his father, a 


M 
Canton produce merchant of low rank, Koon Weng Saved enough to 
go to Hong Kong and thence come to Los Angeles. In this coun- 


try he found his brother, got the lay of the land, as it were, 
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and started out on his own. 2 
He in cortnast to othe 
gran was not handicapped by a lack of know- 
ledge of the English language, ihring his childhood year s 4, when 


he was dreaming of his ambitionf, he made Be a tO ~ ONE Bng- 
nd 


lish in the progressive schools of Canton. is fact ¢aha week 
Mur wené 
to Wensle Childhood and a-diseussieon-of the factors ich have 


placed him where he is today. 
|e 

Born to parents who occupied a position of smatl security, 
it followga that Ae es boyhood was none too eventful. His fa- 
ther, who managed to support his family on the very small income 
of an independent produce merchant who had a stall in a public 
market, was forced to send ite and his brother to the school 
most suited to the family purse. ‘the school he attended was one 
of the antequated temple-institution schools, where students ga- 
thered daily to do a great deal of routine reading and writing 
under the tutelage of poopiy—paaa instructors. 

The neighborhood in eietcuhncis lived and the neighborhood 


wt? GWweven 
in which the school was AO SE IS, ves) aS old as China itself ,bus- 


progressive ideas 4 the new na he republic had seeped through 
and there ED boldness of thought which gavejan air of 
freedom. he children were copyingjmanners of those more fortu- 
nate children who attended the public schools and they were do- 
ing much to outstrip their neighbors in modernity. 


Mur 
On the playground, for example, Wem& engaged in American 
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games, such as baseball, basketball, football and other sports 


garcen men 
which had been introduced by the new Se the little boys 


thought in terms i becoming successful in a new economic order 
Wy 
and many, besides Woug determined to achieve that success even if 


they had to leave their homeland. 


pean competition with the more modern schools and on demand 

¢ 

of/pupils' parents, foreign languages were taught in the temple — 
hu e aK s 

School, and Weng was one of the most enthusiasticjin his study 


of English. ~He had watched his father struggle for a livelihood 


as he hawked his produce in the midst of hundreds of other simi- 
he had dec deol 
lar merchants and Kie—decision was that the best possible move 


would be to get to a country where the competition was less keen, 


ti is this that made _Mur 
‘Sosteng-bscums-are of the best English students in his group. 


(PUSIS ALAC EC 
qhaReren. along with his study of English in futfitiment of 


Mbit. 
nis Get ts go to the United s4avea? Wks also learned the sto- 


ries of old Uhina. he}? were taught to him so that he fps 
atin (distinction) 
leary his own language and also that he might teer the mark of 


cy 


bein | 
a scholar. All scholars of Uhina are steeped in the traditional 


legends of the land, ie da of whether they believe them or 
/~ 

not. hus it was that Wexe learned many whimsical tales as he 

sat reading aloud with the rust of his fellow pupils in the tem- 


ple-school he following story will exemplify the type of reading 


they did; 
« ; 
In a certain district there /lived a wise man who was noted 


hoe 
mide oleeis ody oe | . 
te bx0 eimonove wen @ mt Bice Sule? WA mired ond 
tsa aa 
ti “eve suenoue sists evelsos: ot” semen aching ree ra 


ee ae 
based 0° “bi afoodoe ane Boat exon edd sie tw solsteeqace al = 


(Whos 9! ‘ 
ybate e a “a Ve Ieai autidne dou, edd to ea0, aaw ase baa vfoodee, 


boodtfLevil p sot atuyusi’ ‘<ult ak eid bected aw ‘bed on” “sdebfqeca to 
-imte wedto to ebetdavs to tabin edd ab ‘eosbom elk bedwadt ot 6a. a 


Woy wh Tend ak: 
even eldiesog. deed wile feAy eam aietoeb—oie bas asusco som mat 


elamed edd. as tags’ eLew iad oui ‘figloxon’ abet | ‘axtain 
as 


16 9W ‘eet air ‘aobthiegmod end St cy charter B ov des od oc ‘Bioow 
, ya mgity TANT) Ue 


Sqpoe eid wi at nebit & dei ual Peed 3 To meer 
i Be oe a) Leena a 4 td 
ro taemi fiir: ‘at Mat lges Be vhos a eid iw yao le rev | | ; 
wy oe Hs 
-ote ont benteol oaks ‘pa ~avtase ped ialy odd ot 93 “ot eid 
tda Ken od galt oe wld ot ilagat ‘onxew Ponts waar blo ‘to. eels 
_ aeer None) Kher, 
to SB ons ned angie ot tadt oats baw oy argaal awe ed i988 


famottidaxd okt al aeqesta ems, anbity to. aratodge raat 7 mae 
10° edd evetied yeas nord acdlw %o edge 49%: bask ene 2° sbneeel Be. 

84 68 Belai Sav'k dtacid w Yoae bewrseL pti é ect eat ay aunt ston 5 
emote edd ti altgug moitet sid to deur ang digiw pula palbaon dee, ‘a 
tbeex ‘to eq ut ont ae tech {itw wrote acGitiew: ott Be open as ae 
dbeton eew saw san eslwoe cee dota ets satan “ea ‘ al ie ny 


i bale < 3 i= vs 
2 ee. = - - ne : od 
ee i 4 
Ave ee eae 
4 > * fe a 
alpen ae © \ 
Pe Py is J 
: i oe 
ah 
tote 
Nels 


also for his thrift. He had saved a great amount of money 
through his intelligence and frugality, and one day three men 
came to his door seeking a loan. whé* three had put their heads 
together with the thought that ae might take a large sum of 
money and by careful manipulation boost it to a higher sum so 
that they would then be able to repay the initial loan. 

The wise man listened to their petition and, besing wise, 


told them that he would give them his decision in the morning. 

The three were invited to spend the night in his home and ne 
tof 

treated them in the kindliest possible manner, seeing /that they 


were all comfortably jedeea for the night. 
ing te {he © ect 
Now China has a hat if a man sleeps with his eyes 


4a-Hize 
open he is wicked. ‘he wise man was familiar with this ane a 


at e waited until his three guests were asleep. when cautious- 
€ 
ly/went to their chamber in an endeavor to discover the true na- 


tures of the three. ‘wo of them were sound asleep with their 


eyes open. ‘the third, who also slept, had his eyes Closed. ‘the 
Kept ] mind 
Wise man/singled-ert the one honest man in his memery and made 
his decision, [accandingly | 
In the morning he turned to the honest man and told him 
that he alone would be welcome to his money, and that the en- 
tire loan of three thousand dollars was his if he wanted it. 


The other two were sent away. But the honest man, finding him- 


self with such a great sum in gold, told the wise man that he 
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(mare anoflen demand 
would have to seek further 


use of a donkey and the wise man consented so that the honest 


his kindness. He asked for the 


man might Aen the gold off to his own province beyond the moun- 
teing feo pat it to use. So he who had borrowed the money start- 
6d happily on his way. But when he md come to one of the steep- 
est of the mountain passes, the donkey, which had complacently 
followed behind him all the way, suddenly balked. After entreat- 
ing the animal with words, the honest man set upon the beast with 
@ Stick but the animal refused to move. 

"Pell mé ass, why is it that you balk here in the mountain - 
passes on this steep slope when kiready fyou have prougnt the bur- 
den over steeper inclines om our way?" 

"Because, master, my debt to you is paid. I am the donkey 
you rescued one day in the village of the wise man when I was 
being beaten for not being able to carry my heavy load. You took 
me to your own house and let me rest until another caravan came 
through the village and I was able to do my work, and I feel that 
i have repaid your kindness by e¢ 


ing this far." 
The honest man was/impressed 


v lore’ 
= the Ses Sheet of the don- 
Oo Aimse / 


key, observing/that even an ass keeps an account of his worth. 


And as he pondered the animal's decision he thought about the y 
: Oss CD 
gold. "When will I be able to repay such a large sum ,° fee 7 
ushe addresse 
‘hapa, I Shall lose it in business?" a 1 and feel- 


ing that the chance was too great to take with another's money 
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hepfet 
he the donkey to return to the wise man to tell him 


that he did not want the loan. 


hen fol 
| The honest ats as the donkey that he wold dig a 


\ 


hole and bury the money and that the wise man could come and get 
|what was nis, fhe donkey eee ihe only creature who knew its lo- 
rere So the donkey returned, and the wise man smiled at the 
wise decision of the honest man. Knowing that the gold was ina 
Secret place, however, and having other important things at hand, 
Geweee hie did not go immediately to the cache. 

And so it happened that one day two lowly Bal eon ters went 
| to the mountain slope to gather grass to sell in the wise man's 
village. They worked for a while in the heat of the sun and soon 
sat down to resty and it happened that they gat on the very spot 
where the wise man's pan was buried. One of the grasscutters 
saw that the earth had recently been disturbed and began digging 
in the same spot, thinking that perhaps something had been buried 
there. It was not long until he had actually unearthed the geld 
and the two grasscutters rejoiced that they rich. In their 
foolish way their first thought was to celebrate by squandering 
part of the money on a feast. So that no one would know of their 


find and perhaps claim the booty, they decided one was to go to 


the village to get the necessary provisions for the feast, and /%e7 


Z : 
return in-éndex that they might celebrate on the very spot wnere 


they had made the discovery. 
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| So, the one who had actually found the gold.went down to 


y 
the village and bought a supply of dainties and bottles of wine, 
2 en 9 
But he to nims elf that the gold was rightfully his since 


he had made the discovery and, planning to take possession of the 


entire sum with .the least possible trouble, he put poison in the 
n one ale 
food so bamatad Aids other woudd—eet it and die. 
However, the other grasscutter was not asleep while his 


companion bene in Fiat pido buying the provisions, ard ide whe kok 
eh 


(dec aus 
Stayed behind/ {planned to murder the other one outright in order 


to get all the money. So he hid behind a ledgé of rock amd when 
the man bearing the provisions for the feast returned, he jumped 
fags him and slew hime The slayer then decided that it was 
truly time for feasting since he Begs the entire find for \himself, 
withort further, ado fell PS 

a tn poisoned food. He discov- 
ered the trick of the dead man too late and/soon died. 

Now ¢nere were ravens ire ched in a) Hearby tree, ane, when they 
saw the motionless man in the midst of the abundance of food, de- 


cided to eat some for themselves since it appeared likely that 


“they would not be distribed by the seemingly sleeping man. ‘Whey, 


too, soon died from the effects of the poison. 


fogunm to Tain 
The wise man, meantime, had Gipsohh So daei needy of going 


Finally) 
up to the ey ercnn to reclaim his three thousand adiidss ae en 


a certain day ) (asked the donkey to lead him to the spot. Some 
time had passed since the gold had been found by the grass-cutters, 
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and when the wise man arrived on the scene he found the skele- 
as well as those 
tons of the two men the birds. Beside e of the bodies 


Th encepr 
was the bag containing his gold./ Ae reclaimed his money, pon- 


Zw 
dering the greed of ,the two whose remains he founds 
Ne o Mad 
such is the ty pical story learned by wWemg in his Chinese 


wr Aawever, Neganrds 
temple-school, but rt of such legend as truth. 


He feels they were taught him merely as a part of the literature 
means Tadecd, TAIS 

of China, as ay instrament of instruction in reading. y 

man appears to be an honest and reliable person who has no super- 

stitions and, as far as religion goes, does not even have seri- . 


ous leaning towards Christianity. 
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a 
Weng completed a course whieh corresponds to the American 


tiigh $chool requirements and his outlook is sane and intelligent, 


and he es 
es-if believing that by living up to the Golden Rule he can get 


mo¥ out of life. 
When he came to America seven years ago, he did not have to 


A 
make many changes in his way of living, Since he was a baby he 


had worn clothes belongi g (in style /more/ to the West than to the 
ene he had live 


East. In Hes neighborhood)in Canton he had mingled with children 
whose relatives were living in America and he spoke to others ee 
had actually been in Los Angeles. It was a very ae picture he 
had of the country when he actually found himself ready to leave 


his home. 


Mu 


At 20, when he arrived, ~iemg had the same idea of the Uni- 
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ted States as he has today. He came here for success and money 
and is determined to get it, though it will perhaps take him long- 


7A 
er at his present. pace than others | of less expensive taste in Mag 


Cincum sfances ) Mu 
Same Te does not seem to be extravagent, but on his 
Fay 
xe = 


oes like 
day off he 4 Oo dress in a aor. American style and go to 
W thera compan 
see his friends... - acts the part of a man of the 
tates ta 
world and/dazzleW them with his fashionable front. hen the in- 


terviewer met him he was talking with two Chinese of his own age 


who were worki over ironing boards. 
Weng has uo desire to return to China, jis unmarried and 


has no thought of taking a wife until he can well afford one. 


He admits that most Chinese of his age o work at menial tasks 
et any fain 
do so because they cannot better, and that as 
soon as they are able to accumulate enough to go in business for 
| Mus 

themselves they wii do so. orket is wemete plan, though he has 
no idea of what business he will enter. 

He states that his brother is an independent grocery mer 


FaAenre 1S 
ehant of small means, with business so small that it-dees not 


enor Nw 
work for him. ‘eng does not like being a servant, though 


that rhe € 

from his talk he has one of the better positions of 

a smart American homee He claims he saves good part of his money 
ua 

for investment in his future business and/lives for the day when 


he will realize his dream. 
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i AN ye Sin oF a Perk Ped hn 


J Sanwey 
fe. fam was born in 1878 in the village of Séi-Key, in 


the state of Canton, China. His father was a fish peddler 

and had a hard time earning a living for his family. Mr«e Jan” 
was the fourth child in a family of eight ¢hildre#. Early in 
his youth ttrs—gan helped his father peddle fish, but when he 
became older he wanted to come over to America to try to seek 
his Pe were not enough to pay his passage, 
so he borrowed enough from a relative on the promise that all 
the money he first earned in this country would be sent back 


to sail re arrived in America in 1898 and went to work on a 


faom what AC PAL 2ECA aAceastome Ea fa ov 


ranch. Ranch life was ve ‘differenty an and it was extremely 
Jan’ wastes ahd 


hard worky Mowever, Mt<-Jen d saved his money. Ina 

few years he had saved epouah to lease a ranch of his om. Aur- 
XY AF fet TAAT 

ing—this—time-of—his- Lifey/he returned to China and married. In 


1910 he returned with his wife and settled on his ranch in 
f 
Turlock, California. qe was good for a while, but Mr%/ 
Ts 


sana wife disliked living on peas ranch, so he established her 


Ji 
in the city while he Ipleowbe> in Turlock. In 1911 -Mrs. Jax gave 
By ‘y : 
j 
birth to a child, atic although ranch made money, he 


50 AW, he Pe By 
wented to live with his family “i912 Yae—don sold bis=ranch 


Ae 
and moved to San Francisco. aati savings ch learned 
another trade, that of a chef. He did not like to invest his 


tf- 
—— Ke, 
money in any ec Were he (SEES it was too much like a 
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orale | After working az a chef in San Francisco for four years, 
N iy 

wed took his family back to China for a eaves Ks liked 

traveling, so after returning from China he got a job on a boat 


A€ ree 
asa cook. After a few years on the boat; Mr.dan settled dom < GA r 
prlso) é 


in San Frencisco, and was employed in a cigar store which/manu- 
factured cigars. In 1926 the Cheas factory went out of lee faith chct 
and since that time Mr. Jan has not eran steadily. ae guava 
daughter graduated from high school three years ago and is now 
the main support of the pe oe is now employed ina 
bank in Chinatown. 
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NOTES oN TONGS 

Painont Ake Hon as the Six Companies were organized and began 
to gain’ a quasi judicial function among the Chinese in California, — 
the more intelligent of the lower middle-class of Chinese saw that 
the large rich families were given a complete power over them by 
this organization. A small merchant, Mock Wah, who was a member of 
a family which had only a few members in the United States, was able 
to pursuade other Chinese who were in a similar situation to form 
an organization to protect themselves against the Spprebaiion of the 
larger, richer families who formed the Six Companies. 

One of his most effective arguments ‘was the success of the 
Vigilance Committee in San Francisco several years previously. The 
first Vigilance Committee had effectively represented the interests 
of the lower middle class, (in its beginnings) and Mock Wah's idea 
was to have an organization which would do this among the Chinese, 

It was thus in 1852 that the first Tong, ’the Kwong Dock Tong, was 
porn, It's name "Kwong Dock" meant "a broadening of the humane side 
of man", It managed by its hatchetmen and with its threats of physi- 
cal violence not only to protect its members from oppression of the 
richer families but also to gain a fairly complete control of gambling 
and prostitution. Naturally, its success was a signal for other tongs: 
me organize and within twenty years there were a large number of tong 
organizations in both San Francisco and other cities. 

The competition between these tongs lead naturally to bloodshed. 
The first major struggle occurred in the seventies between the Kwong 
Dock Tong and the Suey Sing Tong.- The former was defeated in the street- 
fighting that followed, and its loss of prestige in this fight occasion- 
ed its di sappeararice, In these inter-tong fights the fighting was 


done by professional hatchetmen and this class grew to control the 
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NOTES ON TONGS - 2 


GuemesomounePSiemins affairs of the tongs. 
A picture of the relationship between the hatchetmen and the 


tongs is given by this letter of instructions from a tong to one 
of its hatchetmen: | 
"To Tum Hip, salaried soldier ; 

It has been said that to plan schemes and devise 
methods and to hold the seal is the work of the literary 
class, while to oppose foes, fight battles, and plant firm 
government is the work of the military. 

Now this tong appoints salaried soldiers, to be ready 
to protect ourselves and assist others, This is our object, 

All, therefore, who undertake the military service of 
this tong must obey orders and without orders you must not 
dare to act. If any of our brethern are suddenly molested 
it will be necessary for you to act with resolute will. 

7 You shall always work to the interest of the tong and 
never make your office an instrument of private revenge, 

When orders are given you shall advance valiantly to 
your assigned task, Never shrink or turn your back upon 
the battlefield. 

When a ship arrives in port with prostitutes on board 
and the grandmaster issues an order for you to go down and 
receive them you must be punctual and use your ability for 
the good of the Commonwealth. 

If in discharge of your duty you are slain we will under- 
take to pay $500 sympathy money to your friends, 

If you are wounded a doctor will be engaged to heal 


your wounds, and if you are laid up for any length of time 
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NOTES ON TONGS - 3 


you will receive #10 per month, 

Ir ee are maimed for life and incapacitated for work 
$250 shall be paid to you, and a subscription taken to de- 
fray costs of your journey home to China, 

This paper (3 given as proof as word of mouth may not 
be believed. 

Furthermore, whenever you exert your strength to kill 
or wound enemies of this tong, and in so doing you are ar= 
rested and imprisonéd, $100 per year shall be paid to your 


friends during your imprisonment." 


One of the main things which gave power to the tongs until fair- 
ly recent years was the fact that the vast majority of interpreters 
were members of tongs. As the interpreter in court was able to act 
as a combined judge and jury by translating the testimony of the 
Chinese witnesses to mean anything he wanted, the tongs were less 
liable to prosecution for their murders and were even able to dis- 
pose of their enemies legally by framing them and securing easy con= 
victions, The interpreters were at one time so powerful that they, 
shortly before the San Francisco earthquake, formed an organization of 
their own, the Yang Mon Jing Moo Soo. Literally translated this means 
"Department of Foreign Affairs", This organization had as its avowed 
purpose the collection of information for authorities on Chinese vice 
conditions, They were able to close the gambling places and houses of 
prostitution with their information, but they would then immediately 
open these enterprises under their own ownership. Somehow the earth- 
quake and fire with the disorganization that followed broke their con- 
trol and their organization soon disappeared, 


The later inter-tong struggles took on the pattern of other 
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NOTES ON TONGS - 4 


American gangster organizations, always with the observance of cer- 
tain amenities peculiar to the conservative Chinese cultural back- 
ground. All of the customs of the earlier tongs--the payment of the 
hatchetmen with money wrapped in red paper, the ceremony of choosing 
assasins (described in the above interview) and many of the other 
customs--8ll survived when the hatchetmen changed their weapons from 
cleavers to machine-guns. One other very important rule was always 
observed in the fighting--no attacks were to be made on non-Chinese 
and the fighting was never to occur outside of the Chinese section. 
This rule was extremely important as the tongs knew what disasterous 
results would follow the accidental killing of a white man during 
tong warfare. 

In 1913 under the sponsor ship of the Six Companies and the 
large merchants, a Chinese Peace’ Society was organized for the pur- 
pose of arbitrating jurisdictional disputes between thestongs. The 
settlement of these disputes was economically of extreme importance 
to these merchants as a tong war would always suspend business in 
Chinatown. In the last few years the Peace Society has spent more 

money to settle each tong dispute then either tong spent to win them, 

The above interview gives a comprehensive picture of the pres- 
sures that force lower middle-class Chinese. to join tongs. It should 
be noted that the same pattern may be observed in the Mafia and other 


organizations of like class origins.” 
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In the early days before there were many Chinese on the 
Islands of Hawaii a Cantonese merchant and landowner from a small 
village near Hongkong came there with his first wife. He traded 
with the natives in the interior of the islands. Both man and 
wife learned the native tongue. After a few years, his wife 
having borne him two children, the father returned to China with 
his family. 

Establishing the first wife and children in his homeland, 
he returned to his Hawaiian interests, which had been left in 
the care of a partner. This time he was accompanied by a new 
wife. By this wife he had three children; two boys and a girl. 
After a stay of about ten years, he proceeded,as before, with 
his family to China. After a few years he returned again to 
Hawaii with a third wife. From this wmion came two children, 
both girls. 

During this last stay in the islands--for he returned again 
to China-~he decided to provide for himself and his family a 
more suitable home than existing in the Cantonese village. He 
ordered this constructed during his absence and completed before 
his return. An uncle residing in the village was to have charge 
of the building. Two sets of plans were drawn up by the uncle 
and sent him. One was of three distinctly private apartments, 


for the three wives, wunder.a-common roof. ‘The other,of a great 
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house that offered complete and separate segregation of the 
families only in the matter of kitchens, of which there were 
many. The father sent instructions that the former be built. 
By some mischance, the latter of the many kitchens was built. 
In it still reside the remaining members of the family. 
The father died of a fever contracted in Manila while on a business 


adventure. He had lived a full life. 


In 1892, in Hawaii, was born the first son of the second 
wife of this polygamous trader-merchant-adventurer, who first 
came to those islands from an esteemed family as a sailor 
aboard a rock-ballast schooner. After two years, the family 
returned to China. Soon the father was off again for the Islands, 
taking instead of what was then his family, two wives and five 
children, a new wife. 

In the schools of the Kwangtung village there followed the 
first stage of the boy's education. At thirteen, by the kind- 
ness of a friend whe accompanied him, he was enabled to travel 
steerage to Honolulu. In a hotel he found work for a few months, 
long enough to secure passage to San Francisco, and in May, 1906, 
he arrived at the ashes of that city. 

By means of various school-boy jobs he maintained himself. 


He began his American education in the public schools and later 
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he attended a vocational school completing his schooling by 1912. 
He taught English to Chinese and did well fin@acially, though 
he did not permanently establish himself in the occidental world 
as he wished. He felt that by pursuing some sort of business 
thas end might be gained, but he was, of course, without capital. 
One day in the summer of 1915, he observed the window display 
of a picture frame gilder in Berkeley. He entered the shop and 
offered his services in any way they might be useful in exchange 
for an apprenticeship. Likewise he avowed his intention of 
practicing the craft elsewhere in order that he might not infringe 
upon the business of his benefactor. His offer was acdepted. 
A natural craftsman, he was, in a short time, entrusted with the 
most particular of work. There was a handicraft, there was an 
art to it, and it was, therefore, satisfying. 
He planned the following spring to begin immediately the 
practice of his craft in Honolulu in a fine arts store he knew 
of there. With a stock of frame material he could add a sideline 
to their art business. There was no frame-maker or gilder in the 
Islands. His approaching marriage to a young American born Cantonese 
woman, an artist, added to his desire to carry out this venture. 
He laid his plans before his employer who responded with an 
offer of the use of his local credit to make possible the purchasing 


of some stock for shipment to Honolulu. 
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Three days after his marriage in May, he left for Honolulu, 
with a wife and without much money. In Honolulu, he approached 
the fine arts store with his proposal of entering their employ 
as a frame gilder and maker, furnishing his om stock. The 
approaching dull summer months were mentioned in their refusal. 
His supplies, purchased in the States on his fellow-craftsman's 
credit, were already on the way. By good fortune he secured a 
small inheritance which enabled him to pay one month's rent in 
a store of his own and buy a few pieces of furniture for their 
then bare house. The only available room for the store was much 
too large, for a few hundred dollars worth of frame material 
and a glue-pot and planer as his only tooks hardly filled a corner. 
His resourcefulness prompted him to get objects of art on con- 
signment and thereby more adequately stock his store. A cheap 
picture hastily stuck into the first frame finished (for lack of 
any better picture) was exhibited in the window and an immediate 
purchaser of the frame and picture came in. While his wife 
looked after the store in front, he worked in the shop in the 
rear. In two weeks enough money had been Biss assure payment 
of the second month's rent. 

From the tailor shop directly across the street came the 
Jewish tailor,one day, desirous of the location of the shop. 
Three hundred dollars cash and a better and cheaper location for 
the art shop was the price paid by the tailor to establish a 


branch of the tailor shop, a diamond palace, on the site of the 
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art shop. The picture-gilder was located thereafter in a building 
that had previously (before the aid of POEL hei bes 
been restricted to him. 

In 1918 a son was born, and two years later homesickness for 
San Francisco brought about the families return. The Hawaiian 
business had netted three thousand aetieres.’ 

They first lived in Berkeley. Soon, however, he got the 
idea that a so-called merchant's Iunch of fried won ton buns and 
other Chinese food, if served in the heart of deerme? 
Francisco, not far from Union Square, might be a pleasant and 
remunerative venture. A grand opening for the café introduced 
a successful business in spite of its novelty for occidentals, 
and prospered for some time. During this time his wife carried 
on her study and practice of art as well as helping with the 
cafe. Eventually he found it necessary to change the diet of 
his customers; they liked the place but the menu was too limited. 
So American dishes were added. The patrons grew in number and 
necessitated larger quarters for the café. The character of the 
new place was much the same as the old. There was an atmosphere 
here sympathetic to the artist and creative worker; writers, 
painters, Spiess Rete. 2 craftsmen were habitués. In a daily 
newspaper column listing interesting places in San Francisco it 


was among the "BOhemian Restaurants." 
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His wife, now seldom needed in the dining room, devoted 
her time seriously to art. She became a designer for a large 
importing company, a department store, and her paintings were 
often hung in group exhibitions. 

He tired of this occupation in a few years,for although it 
created a haven for artists and craftsmen, it offered him no 
expression of his own in similar work. When he offered the place 
for sale, his real estate agents, two American women, attempted 
to provoke restlessness in him by numerous stories of half 
closed sales that could not be Bitced because of various faults 
in the place. Eventually he became impatient and accepted the 
agents' offer to buy it themselves at half his price. They 
operated the cafe for a time and then disposed of it to the 
present owner--a woman who, unbeknown to him, hdd tried unsuccess-— 
fully to buy it from him through the agents. 

He opened a small store in Berkeley and dealt in Chinese 
candies. His son was being educated in both the American 
and Chinese schools; his wife became increasingly successful 
with her art and devoted more and mre time to painting. Placing 
the Berkeley store under the care of a trustworthy and competent 
Hawaiian-born Chinese woman, he occupied himself as buyer for a 
Chinese importing company in an Francisco. The candy store 


profits were small, so eventually he discontinued it. 
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Numerous requests from friends and former patrons brought 
him to re-open the cafe in a new location under the old name-- 

a right he had reserved at the time of sale. At the death of 
his wife shortly afterwards he closed it dow. 

The following, while expressed in the first person, is 
not a literal quotation brit is intended to express in the best 
manner the attitude and feeling of this man toward his life and 
work here in his adopted country and to give a true picture of 
his contributions to our western culture. It is a quotation 
of fact, not of words. 

By 1927 I was concentrating all my efforts on art. Wy son, 
at that time nine years old, found art to be the mst interest- 
ing thing in study and work. I had placed him under the care of 
a family, the father of which was a competent artist and of sound 
enough sense to let the boy alone and not try to inflict upon him 
his own beliefs and practices. Within a year some of my son's 
work which appeared in a juvenile show in San Francisco, attracted 
considerable attention and was acclaimed generally by those 
critics who saw it. This made me happy as have all his achieve- 
ments, because it has been my hope that he will tell a story of 
interest to his contempéraries and successors. I am sure he 
has something to say with his art. He is the product of the East 
and the West. In his work his subjects are all modern occidental; 


for him to @raw upon the material oriental work which he has never 
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seen would be insincerity, and he feels it. But for his concepts 
he draws both upon his inheritance from the Orient and the 
Occident in which he has always lived. He is a fusion of the 
two and, I think, sees our world a dittle differently than we do. 

In oréer to provide for us two I have naturally had to com- 
mercialize my work to some extent. Commercialization of creative 
expression can mean but one thing--you know the answer-~stagna- 
tion. So I have commercialized only part of my work, the re- 
production of my designs and manufacture of the product itself. 
The creation of designs I never do under the pressure of con- 
mercial production. I set aside a part of the year for making 
uy designs, and during that time I live quietly and leisurely. 
Routine work of reproduction of these designs, which calls only 
for the craftsman's skill in accuracy, I sometimes do under the 
same high tension that people usually work under when conducting 
business. Such pressure upon craftsmanship is bad, I know, but 
not as devastating o upon designing. 

I do not say I do not work hard at creative work. At 
times, when I am working on designs, I work incessantly. But 
I do not do such work when I am involved in isales campaigns or 
faced with deadlines of production schedutes. During the dull 
season I dispose of all business and devote my energy to creative 


work awey from the scene of business. I go elsewhere in this 
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country or to Europe or Mexico, depending mostly upon my pocket- 
book and the money exchange. I do not go to the Orient to 
work,for it would confuse me. My oriental background was formed 
in my youth. What it grew to be and what I have obtained fron 
the occidental world I am, and from there emanates my work. To 
go back and try to absorb oriental culture and capitalize on it, 
I would consider insincere. A wholly oriental life is foreign 
to me. I live in the occidental world because I feel it to be 


my home, and I express myself for it. 
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Beginning his life in America at a time when con- 
ditions were far different from those which lured his fath- 
er to this country, Tom represents a youth who was thwart- 
ed in his business career by an ecomomic depression. 

Tom, who is forty-six years old, has lived in America 
for the past thirty years. He came here with his parents at 
tne age of sixteen and in the years which followed has shown 
a splendid aptitude for adapting himself to his new environ- 
mente He had received his preliminary education in Canton, 
and when he arrived in San Francisco he decided to enter the 
University of Southern California. As a student, however, he 
showed little interest in his studies, for as he watched his 
father's progress in the restaurant business he decided to 
adopt that method of making his way in America. 

After two years at the University he persuaded his fath- 
er to give hima place in his restaurant. He proved his enthu- 
siasm for that type of work by later setting himself up in a 
place of his own, which thrived during’ the boom years. But 
when San Francisco began to feel the effects of the national 
depression he found that people could no longer afford to in- 
dulge themselves in the novelty of Chinese dishes prepared by 
his excellent chefs. He did not like to feel himself other 
than a restaurateur, and continued in business until absolute 
failure forced him to close his doors. 

When he later sought emplofment Tom began to sense the 


value of his university training, and in a short while was 


i ; DAE thet i 
ete y aia Sete Hote a port 


‘ * : ; 
hat rot ee ? sorrow ey 
= Pe as y ir) es Yi od We ats ft C ay e det: fia 


Se al 
| , ea ae Be 
wo benaroed ‘iene oe Wt saeeersH.D. ae 


Mion wil DE at: DLO Ba® ; ehertdae’ b od ite if 
' rab. a ‘oe : ' re 
) ~ ‘ ¥ 4 es e 4 7 eek) » \ \ 
WE. TE SEO DENT BR iw a aM eit f wD wines aa %. oc etd ae dag 
; , ‘iy ‘ AT 
‘ “| ao j Saheim’ | ee bet ay pm “ P os tian’ ae 
tia ¥ ) t t} f |! t)} / ti & sft & y Wile i} \ A 18 ae gt AL R 40. 933.8 
“ort vireo leit ot ileanka ouitie abe. 26% ebuth Rie a. fot hart oft; 
: ' P . 


z 
2 
+ 
pas 
ry 

im 

= 
< 

~ 
—< 

& 

> 

- 

» 
—_ 
A 

bey 

a 

< 

he 
* 
s 
a 
5 

Fi 

> 

» 


(ole Of Deals 5 ed oostoctketd cso -@l hbeviertie Of ceciwW pis 


~ 
tm } a "ia ‘; . 
, ; p ae s rt N o * ss 
+ Cy iy ada \ i ah t Ol Ls re igs 3 yd PAs 1 1, 9 be SG 
P i 
af i j » ry ? 
} we 234 } 'd . a ot BAL BL + % = LU sak efitg¢it- 6 


" t v7 , E ; 
0 23 { j ad g ra a it We ha \h ne: Bie | 
ry ' 
* ‘ , 4 — ug 
pe ; rey ) , a ay Bit gs) ad ee | iY, 10) a ta 
“” | t cd ) j ¢ . hike vey o } a a iv ee vk t a ty 
rw | ey : vi Whi 1 eh? oh , Re By 
» (> f4 ~ Tf aeerty > bb te wre fie i. ea J et cioys “try greta? a BY f t 4 
ht Go © Dy iW PE ee WS ae ¥,& ay me wd Ney we bP ww iy tot whe seer bd 
: a 
' $ <p y : ¢ 2 
von f on Keres tp 2 tA Po P) 0 
yf ° $ %, { LE we tia W fi Lat g-4 iQ £4) LO ooaig ers 
. gy 4 ‘ . .. Te om : i 
VOTE Ae ae tye oc7 Lead Oy aayec odat ort: el Chas. sre 

4 * “ 1 ad ¥ di 

rit o'r on Bivoo. otis aid brio? of to tees 

f . = i bay + - tr i = = a - 
ort 1 BD ents LOVE BT of Bavicemony oy tise: 
} 4 r re _ 
. ny ' 7 t Fs | f Veye i hF) 4 Pe 7% eos & be on fT wT. a 
5 ai tex wrt] 4 Nee a Liiw Ws it Ae pe 


dyloala LPFtae etmairt (at Deauidaoo BiB rod ATHRS BOT a. 
: y y ; ny ; ae : a a 
-SH0b alt ese! ome: puta hada vo'h orth 


lel 


a Oe sodas ‘i aa ¥ 


- 


'. given a position as clerk to a Chinese lawyer, and has contin- 
ued in that capacity to the present. 

He has developed into a type not unlike an American 
youth of the same training. He finds his amusements in the 
movies, in night clubs where smart young Chinese are per- 
mitted, and other places where fun is maximum, thinking, 
minimm. 

He has become completely Americanized, and has no desire 
to return to China. Although he says he has no religious pref- 
erences, he attends a Presbyterian church regularly. He makes 
no claim to a cultural life, and is content with a hum-drum 
existence, so long as he cannot see himself clear to devote 
his time to the restaurant business, his first and only econ- 
omic love. 

Nothing of Chinese culture seems to have remained in 
his make-up, although he received instructions in the classics 


of that country. He is destined to a life of average existence 


in a country which will eventually absorb his kind and shape it 


into a new identity. 
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M*is over seventy years of age, and looks it. He has 
been in the United States for over fifty years, spending 
most of those years in Placer County working as a laborer 
in the mines. He has done a great deal of prospecting for 
himself as well. At no time did he make any great sum of 
money, and during all of the years drifted around from 


place to place barely managing to scrape out a living. 


During the past few years he has been in San Francisco, 


sometimes working, more often not, making a scanty living. 
He worked at the waterfront frequently, visited the communi- 
ty kitchen where he would get a meal once in a while, and 
Slept also at relief houses for several weeks. He would also 
go to his countrymen in Chinatown who would often help him. 
in the fifty-odd years he has been in this country 
he has picked up enough English to satisfy his few daily 
needs for intercourse with English-speaking peoples. In this 
time he has learend, however shat when he cannot find any 
shelter for the night he can roam the streets adjacent to 
any police station, and thus secure a good night's sleep 
and several meals. He has no criminal tendencies and harms 
no one; with him his jail record is a case of necessity. 
Mis willing to do a hard day's work, but is seldom 
able to find need of his services, which are limited by age. 
He plans to go, some day, to the interior, where he might 


find work in the fruit orchards, and at least see new faces. 
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Miss Le was born in the city of San Francisco in 1915. 
She was the oldest daughter of a family of siz children, con- 
Sisting of three boys and three girls. Her father was a work- 
er throughout his early life, but later he managed to accumu- 
late some of his earnings and become a work-partner in a meat 
market in San Francisco's Chinatown. After that, he helped to 
establish a dry-goods store in Watsonville, California. 

In 1923 Miss L.'s father took the whole family back to 
China. His main reason for this was that he was suffering an 
illness in his legs and he hoped that the weather in South Chi- 
na might help to cure him. Another reason was that he was econ- 
omically well-to-do, and was willing to retire from business. 

When the family returned to China Miss L. was about eight 
years old. Since she was the daughter of a rich man she had 
the opportunity of entering a public school in her native vil- 
lage. But she still remembered, and liked all the more, those 
two years she had spent at school in America. 

While in China her father built a house in the village. 
He had made many private loans and lost a considerable sum in | 
poor business investments. He was out of cash again.There was 
no improvement in the condition of his feet. The daily expen- 
ses of the family grew heavier, until finally the father oe 
ed forward to returning to the UnitedcStates. 

During her stay in China Miss L. associated often with 


children of the village poor and the neighborhood peasants. 
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Although her father was rather wealthy at first, he did not 
remain aloof from the rest of the village. He employed not 

a single domestic servant. Miss L.'s mother was the one who 
bore the weight of the entire household. works rUn1ike’ many 
Americans returning to China, they did not buy a single bit 
of land; that had a distaste for farming. The rice they used 
was bought at the market, and Miss L. and her sister usually 
made their own rice-flour on a grinding-stone. Living in the 
midst of completely peasant surroundings, Miss L. began to 
acquire a little knowledge about farming. She was too young 
then actually to sense the tremendous sufferings of the pea- 
sants, but she did notice the widespread poverty. 

When at last they returned to the United States there 
were not the pros pe rous years they had expected. Her father 
was engaged again in a poultry and meat business, but the 
income barely afforded them a subsistence. Miss C, and her 
mother had to work in a needle trade shop to keep the fam- 
ily housed and fed. Two years later a brother was born. Her 
father Was growing older and weaker. The old sickness of the 
feet bothered him again. The depression was having tragic 
effects on the family. At length, in the year 19352, her fath- 
er and mother, together with the younger children, returned 
agained to China, leaving in the United States the two eldest 
girls of the family. 

Miss Le and her sister wanted,to stgy in this country, 


and planned to work their way through school. To them, there 
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-+there seemed to be a better chance to achieve their aims in 
this country. A girl could not find part-time employment in 
China, and even less could she expect to obtain a higher ed- 
ucation in China in that manner. They both worked at the Chi- 
nese-owned needle trade shop after school hours. Because they 
were under the care of their aunt, board and room were provi- 
ded, and they got along comfortably.Both girls looked forward 
to a college education and a successful, liiss Le wanted to be 
a bacteriologist; her sister dreamed of being a lawyer or a 
statesman. 

In the year 1953 came Miss L.'s first grief. Her sister 
died rather:suddenly. The cause of her death was a boil on the 
forehead, which would not have had such a deadly effect had it 
not been for the fact that even mhen «she was sick she was com- 
pekled to work; as a result she developed a fever, and the poi- 
son from the boil entered her brain. Miss Le employed the best 
surgeons available for the operation; it was of no avail, and 
left behing a debt of six hundred dollars. She was forced to 
leave sghool and started to work full-time in the needle trade 
shop. ‘ 

With her dreams of a higher education crushed by the heav- 
y debt, and with the grief for her sister's death still present, 
Miss Le soon found a third grievance, namely, the conditions 
of work in her shop. She had never before known the sufferings - 
of a wage-earnere Now she saw and felt the sufferings for her- 


self. She deplored the depression, because it caused her and 
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her family to part, and later on took the life of her sister. 
When the New Deal came, she did not feel relieved at all. There 
was a code adopted for the garment industry, but to the workers 
these codes were things of evil: workers were lured to fight for 
their enforcement, but these codes did not in turn offer any 
real protection. 

But later iiss Le. thought that if the workers themselves 
would organize into a union they should be able to force some 
concessions on the part of the employerse One should not even 
expect the government to be impartial, and even less to be on 
the side of the workers. She did not confine this oponion to 
herself alone, but boldi it to every worker in the shop ready 
to listen. Following her lead, the workers in the shop began to 
resist the intolerable conditions. Her guardian was a friend 
to the bosses of the needle trade shop, and greatly deplored 
her action; eventually she brought action against her and Miss 
Le was fired. 

After this she became conscious of her position as a 
worker, and at the age of nineteen managed to he black-list- 
ed by the entire needle trade industry because of her labor 
organizing. On "Bloody Wednesday", the Thirtieth of May, 1934, 
she was in the fromt ranks of the yovbh demonstration against 
class injustice throughout the entire period of massacre. She 
dodged the clubs and the hoofs of the police horses. And as in 
so many other cases, the years of depression and crisis deprived 
her of the opportunities of youth, and like so many others, she 


was hammered into a fighter. 
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if orn in/a little village of Sun Wui District in 
° province ) in Re Sity (1885) of poor parentage, 


Hk 


B. came to the United States while yet an infant. In 1894, 


when he was only four years of age, his father decided to 


come to America, since that country was said to offer bet- 


ter opportunities. 

For twelve years, while his father worked as a laun- 
dryman, By attended Chinese school and the education he 
had then stood him in good stead in later life. During 


e fausht enmorgh te undenpland 1h€ 
those years, he @ classics. 


In 1901, when he was but fede as years of age, his 
was clear (haf) 
father was taken 111 and since /the. end was inevitable, Ba 
accompanied nie “ether back to China. Once more settled 
A's 
in their native village, tive parent lingered for a year 
the 
a finally passed away. Always poor, the family, at the 
as 
passing of the head of the household, was placed under 


straitened circumstances. aa and son struggled on 


CArcnese | 


afl 
for about six months, Huring wwhion time it was arranged /°o-~( 


er friends{care for ds mother while By returned to Ame- 


rica to seek his fortune. 


in-the-early days, By wes wAledaipetied with the horrible 
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conditions he teeus in in chingl He had not, he said, Oren oe, 


ber about life in China, and had not dhdacht that 

it ‘Jould be worse there than in California. A house here ix Ca/rA4 
at least had windows for fresh air) although the beds were 

like aneae n China, nothing but boards matted with blan- 

kets. (as and a half he spent in China were almost 

unendurable, £## living seemed so hard and aifficult. The 


bof? 
neaktnsgnereé the people of the village were no better 


af 
than de acxet of bid so poorly did they live. 
gem 


(Facvidin geen }) 
After arrarigements for) his nother ware made, By camesc bout 


pean ns fae sev pert .cf 1908  binaeaeiveg” bere matinee 
close of the year. It did not obakeyong to Sates a lob year 177 
then the one SPR eat ‘to eg Chinese # si iene 

dry work. He worked in one of the many Chinese laundries, 
and every three months was able to send some money home 

for his mother's support. The mother, however, did not 

long survive the et ee died a year later. B}, 
owing to the poor mail system in Chinese villages, did 


a 


rs know of her passing until three months later, ank 
gontrary to the old gustom gia not return 9c Nala to 
visit his mother! s Lest resting place : ene was 

- nothing to be gained by his return. 

Finding no other job available, By worked in the 


laundry until 1910 when he obtained a job as a farm-hand. 


we eee 


oe =. h =~ i oa DAG. 
aes ry a4 e at. 


—o x Cee he =H 
eee ee & we 3 7 
en eS ae nee " Sash TAR tie | 
Sassy ied rey Sosig- antl 2 Ka Ae. a Se eae xi pf ih 


a as 


t 


Te a lling 


same pues ¢ oxi fie Be naan beso od exotd 
tadd- ddiguodd tom bad bus ,antd) at ets toda | i 
\ i ened eevod a “,einxotifed ak ett exedtt aerow ‘ie . 
enon ebed od dgvontia Kate « deoxt rot eo Bat ‘bed ‘Yesel ta 
-neld déiw bettan ebtaod tod gatdéon , antsdd ft he x Presa 
| teomls etew 2ictto at taege ed tiad « ihe sae ated 
emt .tivotttib bus Brad o¢ domoee aatvit 508 case Scherr 
setted om esew ogel liv odt to ohgene edd te > 
evil yout bib ylroog o8 Blam 8 hi tor oas edt 


Po ec hss 


se \syemee ,& | ebaar orem, fod’ ou etd (rot edo sts 
1 >) downs te tey ’ 
Ter peek ey S0@f to #ueq pester | 


\ apb-,dot-s teg of oes ton BLD tI . ts08y ed ‘to eaoLo 
Saat or ee. ‘oF Bedecuoe ino tt aquoee exo oft ~— 
eoltbavet ozextad yasm edt to emo at betzow ol “sstnow veh 
exnod yetrom emoe baoe of elds say adit com eorid were ‘bas 
ton Hib. Sevewod ,setiom eft Bl ioes e 3 ‘medtom aid 10% 
iG tiene THO YX & beth eteaoY tertéat exit ovivure anol 
bib eeselitv eaonid? mt merece Lisa moog edt ot patwo 
furs aretal adi stom voudt Chto patezag nos bad west ton 
ot woretbeant Lastest ton bE mot e.sr0 Bio edt ot _yrontaog 
Sew exes? on S\e0elg antteot test eted¢om eid ttetv | 
aes ster att Y Dentag od of gatdton | ; 

ot as bexrow yo oldelteve dot ‘odto on patbalt | a 

bad-ass r) ne ant: 2 beatatde ext nectw ores ef Letaw ya 


IFg 


Owing to his indoor wont his previous occupation, how- 
ever, he found the outdoor eo as tavas and not to his 
taste, 30 ne took up laundry “work Jonce more\ until; 1920 
wher a golden opportunity came to him. He got a good po- 
sition as a teacher in one of the largest Chinese schools 
in Chinatown. 

Teaching and other work proved to be rather profit- 
able and after four years ,he was able to marry an American 
born girl. His wife, orphaned at an early age, was raised — 
by some kind American friends. Two sons were born of this 
ah gee. ewes his marriage he gave up teaching and became 
a waiter. Pron neve on, his fortunes Fs ange PO From 
waiting on tables, he drifted to cooking and supported his 
family until 1930 when his health broke down. Sickness 
took whatever money they had saved up, and for the past 
four years they have been on relief.’ During the depres- 
sion, his wife had been able to get a little work here and 
there , but it was not enough to keep body ne A aie 
ther. In spite of his weakened condition, he wert in a 
futile search for work, pat no one was hiring, they were 
letting men off. Existence duging the past four years (193-7) 
has been a severe trial; A ee a hell on earth. He 
has not fully recovered from his sickness and has lost 


forty pounds in weight. ( fe had At the present time @ 
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light janitorial job which does not pay enough to make hin, 
pereds | 
as we ‘Liked, independent. 
He does not know what the future holds in store for ' 
Lor ine nelalive 
him, but he has no plan’ return to China. He has no one 
in that country.ana Ais own family is here, so there is no 


reason for him to want to go back. 
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hfe wo SH Ct Chinese Kivea- -jonT 


Wy was born in Canton, China in 1898. He came to San Francisco 


at the age of 17, about 1915, At present he works in a hotel in 


the capacity of second cook, He has been working there for the 


last six years and started as dishwasher and kitchen helper, He 


' expects to go into the restaurant business.in the near future in 


partnership with a cousin, 
“This cousin in question advanced the money for his passage to 

on) 

Sen Francsico umder the condition that he work for two years with- 

out pay in order to make up for his passage expenses, His cousin 

at that time a the owner of a fish market on Grant eG hed. 

RA Was 

“nee Ae public school for four years,—He-is very much in- 

terested in plants and expects at some future date to take up the 
litre / 

study of botany. He likes the American customs end/atendara of 

PO (Aough - 
living which are so different from the Chinese. He Sa Se a 


and (al ang) the } have 
of returning to China,-but if xX time ‘should come—thet—he—hed to 


leave California it would be with much reluctance because/he has 
grown to be very bahect of this countryjafter these many years of 
residence, (His one oat Yep the United States does not grant 
to China the same rights and privileges she extends to European 
nations, lin Chara | 

"My people” he says, "are poor and live in a houseboat. My 
father hee no special trade, but he used to work as laborer, break- 
ing stones and carrying bricks and doing all sorts of menial work, 

"They very seldom leave their houseboats unless hard pressed 
through necessity. Thousands of Chinese are too poor to live on 
the shore, The average farmer in China can support a family of 


five or six on two acres of land but this is too great an investment 


for many of the people. The pressure of population, as well as 
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eller sup daventy: causeg thousands to take to boats which are used 

as living quarters, rather than as means of transportation, 
"phousands of these houseboats swarm the harbor of Canton. 

From sunrise to sunset the restless activities of small craft of 

innumerable types, ply between ship and shore or distribute produce 

and passengers to neighboring islands. In 1920 there were 84,000 

boats, representing 350,000 people in Canton, but a terrible flood 

Coast ores thousands of the boats and many were swept out to sea, 

Forging 200,000 would more neneie represent the city's boat popu- 

lation today. 

: | "Thousands of these per bin jynnae: are born ant reared, marry WH 

bring up families and PET obatne LSS aby ab lodt They have-— 

knowl no other life and they love their boats, The neat-dwellers 

eat very frugally. Their daily food consists of red rice (the cheap- 


est kind of rice obtainable), salted fish, bits of meat and vegetables, 


Li BAC Raemend«s socalled ) ee a al me FLASH bait 
sans Biases andthe -prinoipel ch ject of sald 16 sinaye 


food, Joueven.”.. ; 
“fhe average small floating home is built for the passenger 
(faere) 


Ae 
trade, In the centerjis a cabin about ten feet long and six feet 


wide, where perhaps six or seven passengers may sleep. There are 
sliding door partitions separating passengers! quarters in front and 
the boatmen in the rear, To relieve the monotony of a long day's 
work which begins before dawn and. lasts until after sunset, the boat- 
men will chant hour after hour as they tow their craft. Sometimes, 
in the early dawn, when the mists are rising and no lite dan be seen, 
it is a wonderful experience.to hear in the near distance along the 
shore of a canal or a river, a body of from twenty to fifty men 


. W. 
yf chanting as they pull on the towline~ Keeping house on a Chinese 
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QIVEAD . (for instance, ) 

, boat has its compensations. .In Canton a wife /does not send her 
husband to market as she might elsewhere, Market boats come to 
the gunwale of her nese’ selling rice, vegetables, clothing, medi- 
cal supplies: and trinkets to satisfy her vanity. Cooking is simple, 
dishwashing is hardly to be thought of, and household duties consist 
of sewing and mending and calling one's husband to mop the deck, 


Gp ae Ang ther fring Gl 
ML { Concubinage is practically unknown to the boat life of China. “In 
ah a OF 


the initiative is taken by the 


family to which the Bay or young: man elon at The negotiations may 
thes 
be direct or ae goat a "go-between" generally a woman, who—melees—thi-s 
TAs (5 ok 
hex profession, if. the girl's parents entertain the proposal, they 
fe 


pad fae” Cine dentally, aia) 
j Onsult a fortune-teller, IngChinese family life here : is a 
fabilly clear division of authority, so that many unnecessary quar- 
a TART ba wonder fee | 


[a 
(rels are prevented. the Dragon\ @® festival, in—Chime—is— a 


si bie Yevelly there are two clans which compete with each Shier 
g 
SWAN tH arr ete ney, 


in a test of. speed. Hundreds of attendant boatsiare gaily decorated, 


Sm. Crows, in holiday attire watch ee and join in the cele- 
7 bration ete Ge feasts on the following does Vin dates to their 
ordinary cargoes and passengers, Chinese boats annually transport 
a vast army of travellers who make trips at certain seasons of the 
year to the Buddhist temples, i 

"Pishing is one-of peptic aiy occupationg ot{boat«dwellers, For 
summer fishing the boatmen have recourse to thousands of icehouses 
along the coast. These are deep excavations, with the earth piled 
high on all four sides and covered with a thick roof of straw. Sea- 
going fishing junks fill their holds with ice from these ee 


Y pene a in the heat of summer 0 toch for a week's cruise, pee 
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haps the most unusual method of catching fish in—-Chive 1/ tn en-= 


im 
plo ofthe shelorspiag dike -witith—ts several miles tong with a 
aporces 
succession of sharp Begs curves, their doence pointing out to the 


sea, At each apex is a sieve. The high tides go over the dikes 
Cinq ( AE” , 
and—cover, vast areas of beach behind them and when the waters re- 
; ‘ / 
cede sufficiently the impounded flood is filtered through the sieves 
Aas. : 


and immense quantities of fish arescaught. The fishermen go out 
every twelve hours with their wheelbarrows to ne eievan and shovel 
up the waiting fish which are sold to boatmen to be transported to 
the markets, 


Chin (ay (lars) 
"Dee Land isvery fertilefand rich in natural resources. In- 


‘deed, there is no country whie 3—tite situe-t the ; 
likens The conditions) 
almost any other part of the worl or the production of agricultural 
ons ane mene favorable 3 
eet a ea aE streets of the cities and in the coun- 


try districts eof-€htme one is oy eae with the fact that the eco- 
AaGricallunre 
nomic basis of Chinese life is bleep. rather than 


usbandny, Even on (nstance merce) Aenre, ) 
nima thet—+s,, the things which we, eet of “metals arsyrort the 


7a/ce 
most part din=Ghéem made of some vegetable material. ifor example, 
TA: s 
the fork which is used for the purpose of pitching hay, As a three 
pringed Rte ce By training a tree so that there will be three 
main branches, The other branches are lopped off and the fork is 
thea oun priteh-fork ne 
cut, and/you have for use, An iron or steel pitchfork is 
(anywhere } 
not to be foun ons a Chinese farm, In the same way the rakes which 
not meta/ bal 

are used in China are made /of praees; split, twisted and bent so that 
the teeth will rake up what is required, 


"The streets are very narrow, The stores and shops are decorat- 
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ed with flags and paper lanterns a many colors, fete handy foes the 
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streets [in broad daylight and? : 5 
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However, allin all, ) 
e 6 of a boatman is a sad one and I can never fall back 
ain onevY 


on 

te that mode of pave mow. It is unthinkable, pushing its way 
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through @ life Gruel toil# fAal enfars/s." 
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be is a member of a powerful Chinese Tong in San Fran- 
cisco. Why he joined this organization he himself does not 
quite understand. He became a member when he was twenty years 
old. It is an integral part of his life history, although he 


came to this country when the hones were already on the rKead- 


to decline, when Chinese seldom threw hatchets at one another 


ar lane paren | 
ihe bac: 


- urprise ‘eat ebtag es rarely 
tein ee orced by pressure {to join the fong. He operated 
a restaurant in a small town near the Sacramento Valley. The 
valley was(the: sphere of influence of anpowerful tong. At 
first hef remained indifferent toward the whole matters After 
all, he reasoned, he vas" running a respectable business, and 


there was little need of protection. 


ra) A year later, he apne into partnership With a ‘friend Baamet 


 WeEED belonged to no tong, Hine was & member of a very powerful 


family which controlled many important organizations in the ee 


soasket cities. After a year of partnership gm found that &% MHA 
en eee ing.) and the boors ie 


hea not been hones the accounts a great de- 
ficit tnthe—besks. He was asked to nay six hundred dollars 
to cover his part of the SSN, ee that he had been 
cheated, coe 46 take the case babes an gaehiend 


court ~efi—justtee. kie was warned owever, /fnot to risk his 


life py taking such actions \ {ie as told that he must ceive have 
a ep ath udiccdted 7] ; 
the prebtenm seme Chinese arbitration body, But what 
vould Miser have then? ne Way 

chance / 2? He was literally a no ) body, while # was a man 


that 05 
"with a big word carved on his Forehead” fmoantne, thet he had 
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important connections with the tongs and other Iya Wot Doe iste 
Ae was thus (nr and that 


ee tee | 
Hiwsl hy clearly realized precteenenty the only thing 
left for a to do was to join one of the opposite tongs 
and fuathen acts | 

and whth ‘such backing fortify himself against thi “tnyust ~ 
ice. 

"But didn't you know once you got into this kind of 
trap you would never be able to get yourself out until it 


was too late?" fet ore plied in no uncertain terms: "Yes, for 


the sake of saving a few hundred dollars I have impose/ ts» 


at was OF Conse, ur fe / : 
Th rue, for once he relied on the tong, he was unadle | 
‘dae lightest Stef As he Atmself sald | 
Est / En ene fota without it./" When you rely Sita 


on a tong to solve a dispute, you can't help making age ag 
( then ) its Paolection 


ang the minute you are without/am@, your enemies weEEL avenge 
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themselves on you. It is the same as with American gangsters, 

(ge 41 ——— 
there is no way for>you to ° Not only(your enemies €owrdwi /| / 
Ser7e@ 
PES the opportunity to ‘asia you pay but the very tong (you [af ek 
a wer 
ate & mmber ef would make it very difficult for you to 


; s i ; 2 , 

Lisi epane > mone es 
' "Tt does not poke & great amount i pay for Znitiation 
(tan fact r) 


into a tong »/only a few dollarsf However, it costs hundreds 


to get out. answering & request for (vey al, the tong : 
O47 ‘ 

merely sends a bill of hundreds of dollarg, claiming that : 
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thy’s 
you owe sackh=—en amount to the organization. Hither this sui 


is 7 a pat else you must refrain from any further business 
Lootiaee hom s 
distin oe.,k. ; 
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“Ms agetn, it is not easy for one to remain in the tong. 


put it in the following manner: "Once you belong to a par- 


ticular tong, you are responsible for the actions of thousands 


of yo tong brothers, and this is not a simple matter. Tou 

a insfarive TAX 
know, /among your fellow tong men, there are people of ety all © 
Shades and colors , and/'a great many who belong to the under- 


1 
world. It wes not infrequent that Rot head ed ran 8 Ree te 
Sspnale 


( 
draw their pistols and shed blood over a hy ae or 
aA 


. Over a Single harsh coy And ft—-Was too often that peopie indi dlaals 
pith 
of powerful backing woutd try to take advantage of the others 


over a Woman, an opium deal, ora gambling. squabble. In any 


all this naten all 
case meant warfare. The higher-ups oe a tong, 


meed aet Bal eaSons li fee Pr. self 
we fear. They are rich, and able to buy security. are 


norm Som € 
thé small men, and thus are always open, tothe attack ef tie 
Te Ie CA &Laimale 
enemy. During the past soe ee ed to close up 


my place and leave town many times. This means great los sep (77 Kel ah 


aft times 
and petensit means bankruptcy. But that was oo oe hoe mor a all 
theliz+t, for the after-effect’ of a tong Lares even more 
eo yaa 


terrifying. Sudcede or ‘bnousands of dollars have to be spent 
for attorney fees, court expenses, in order to obtain the 
freedom of those tong fighters who have been arrested for mr- 
dere Other thousands are spent for carrying on the warfare, 
and every tong member must pay part of this bill. If you are 


unable Be ard Such a bill, then you cwe a debt to the tong, 
aa be é 
and you masi/ pay your debt to the tong if you valve your life 
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camels 9 Chop. Suey, it was born in this country. I am sure that 


et 


pireed, The altar in front of *Kuan-kong* » a Chinese heroic 


“the, (are the chief beneficiaries in a tong,s/thent" 


"Why, who else would be if not the kings of the gam- 
ling houses and of the white-slavery establishments. They are 
the ones who depend chiefly on force and violence to main- 


tain their easy-money-making-enterprises. Coppa of Olof China, 
"the organizations of such tongs is not a teinesexpee- 


TANG pas 
oe that is the part of it," continued H¥. "Like the 


if I dit not come to this country I would never have had to 


join such an organization." 
aye a description i 
ne of his exciting experiences: "It was 
orhe A 
in 1924, I believe, or maybe a year later or earlier, one 


at 


fren i was called to a meeting of the high 


council of the tong. A tong-war was in the making. In the cen- 
hE JT 20 mao 
ter of e richly decorated tong headquartersf~a long table, was 


day in the summer 


completely ceubisieet 
god, was fake lighted an unusual number of candles. The 


elders of the tong, together with the fighters of the tong, 
; Pye (wth _ solemn faces ) 


sat sotemaiy ey the long table~ Scores of pistols were daz- 
Zling in the center of the table. Beside them were some pho- 
fea srtu«ape - fe/lin 
tos and a set o fortune sticks. There was really little mys- 
tery about the proceedings. The leaders went about their bus- 
Lwith_) 


cal: we : 
iness rite cetm but /grim faces. First, all the fighters were 


put under oath. To each a pistol was assigned, together with 
twenty dollars in cash. Then the names of the victims were 
beget Heating the list were the prominent members of the op- 


posite tong «When a name Was called out, the fighters would 
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go to the sie a sticks and draw out the me H; 


aecep? fA es or He rot ee 
one webbing ee lucky stick would te respensdbte is 


and Aang So 
vietim/the best way he knew how. The tong would give him as- 


sistance, of course. He would be given much ies h) met ga bs dhs 
photo of the victim, and eaéted travelling sponse 
ter depending on the whereabouts of the victim. For a prom- 
inent enemy there would often be a reward as high as a thous- 
and dollars, plus a lot of glory. 

‘after this the whole gathering retired. Communication 
was maintained through telephones and telegrams up until the 
outbreak. I agreed to share part of the expenses and take on 


) 
another assignment. 
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the Som of a wealthy flenchaat 


A fat, sour old man is Le Sang Ext , who lives in a small 
world of-his own, resentful of anything that intrudes on his an- 
tiquated manner of thinking and acting. He is intrinsically Chi- 
nese in all he does, having never discovered anything worthwhile 
in the American manner of living to the extent that he would ad- 


opt it for his own use. 
ie 


Sof ea 


Jew -Sing-—Kai was born in the Toy Sun district, Kwang tung ER Se | 


Province, -Gertem, China, in 1866, and grew to maturity there in 
an atmosphere which btri ctly/ held) to the ancient customs and tra- 
ditions of his arene It is true that about him there were 
signs of change, but bewhs family conformed to the ways of an- 
cient China and the influence of this conformity has had a decid- 
ed influence in shaping his character. 
ier father, Oy-—Bel, was an established Chinese merchant who 

dealt in mercantile products of his country and gh was trained 
to take over the business, or at least, to have a hand in it, 
when he grew to manhood. His three brothers, likewise, were so 
trained, all living under the parental roof until they were old 
enough to enter business. The business was not a very great en- 
terprise, but corresponded to a moderately established American 
firm in wholesale trade. 
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Zewks home was located in the densely populated section of 
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the large village, awgé the word village is not to be confused 
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with the same term which designates a small settlement of fa- 
milies in America. A village in China can mean any settlement 
Ten Thousand 
of from a few hundred to at least a—haif-miiiion persons. 
ase in which he /ive 

The ho Sa typical Chinese residence, made of concrete 
and iw—piew laid out like a typical California bungalow court. 
Of course therg was a marked difference in architecture, but 
the plan of consStruction was the same, except that the various 
quarters were more compact and closer together. In these indi- 
vidual sections of the building. various branches of the family 
had their residences. 


attended a school established by the elders of the vil- 


lage. It had been organized by leaders in various sections of 


GLA 


the large settlement, and the fathers of the children who attend-, 


ed maintained its operation. It was true to the Uhinese plan of 
education, and children leamed by Yeading aloud in unison,es dn- 


dividual instruction was not a part of the system. 


"ag mere essentials of learning were taught in the lower 

, but these were laid down with a thoroughness which was 

very marked, with the study of Chinese literature playing an im- 

portant part merely by way of teaching the children to read well. 
ab;lity te read Lental lex 

And since the reading wee-ati—im Chinesesa great deal of memory 

work) Was—necessary end not much ground was covered during these 

early years of training. 


The teachings of Confucius were deeply instilled into the 
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children as a moral bulwark, -and—Lew still clings to these 
principles in his behavior towards his fellow men. /In—the 


When he grew older various other 


fo That, 
studies were introduced wag-in general, he received an education 


SS tho. F 
whi ch corresponded ite Yay d, to ‘the. 


The AVCR& £ 
Ledge given in fig course in this country. 


Tesi does not remember his mother singing a. any folk - 
\e A¢ mJ), RO2 
songs, andnei-ther could he ‘recall any folk stony which had made 
any impression on his mind. Although he had been thor oughly 


schooled in ane teachings of Confucius, which, he says, contain 


legen Aan offen fo fell we 

man ‘stor get legend and moral example, he did not | 
a Single one 4 the | 

, except for a few facts concerning 


feast days. | 
Ly ‘<i tes / 
tev, living in clos é Féla tion® wi-th the rest of his family, : 


, manned l (rn A's ort at 
‘developed into a person e&/proineial s world was 


small and his interests corréspondingly close; amet his parental 
stavet : 
discipline eh oa He was taught to pay homage to his ances- 4 


MEMELAS | 
tors and, in his home, offerings were made to the deceasedjof the . 
Ly t (uc ent | | 
psi clan. He has continued th jractice, (« te aa paesent 
ne the OO KK 
His moral training centered about pole Agi th teachings wes \ 
lek Gnfucias ig.) 
A base mgative of the golden rule, whieh-is that one 
should not do unto others what one would not have others do to 
himself. Besides Me was trained to have filial respect, piety, 


honesty and virtue, and these qualities were emphasized in the 
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about 
stories frem Confucius taught in the school. 


LK 7S Para neat a Hea Fron +o) 
tewts people € various Chinese peace 


(wheae Ae tived_ 
which were traditionally celebrated in the province/at that 


Os ki val (tAat| 
time. The chief SALEE LI ART IOS was/at New Year, which 


came in February, end Quring this period people went from house 
to house visiting various members of ag ac fre daughters 

who had married returned for a visit with their mothers and the 
women got together to exchange gossip on events which had occur- 


red since they last met. The men did a great deal of gambling 


Ve Sere 1) 0 eac 
and everything was supposed to be done pousenbig of Peace ) 


: C&C 
Over the doors of the homeg short poems were hung in order 


to ward off evil PES the gifts which were presented 
had f@ be 


—were—ecel given in even numbers. I+ was considered very unlucky 
Thene alungs had ta be) _— 
for example, to give only one article: a as WO ,Were Pree 


a eee Nor wer 


serteu. tings were—not forgotten. eithen,few Tt was 
e CAC LievtFE,) | 


considered good luck to give/t m copper coins. These, nEre 
given in even aaah anaes The children usually gambled with their 
money Made j us as then elders Aid. 

At this time it was also customary to whitewash the ances- 
tral temples and to repaint and polish idols in these places of 
worship. Offerings were abeo mete to the ancestors es on all 
feast days, but the average Chinese considered the New Year sea- 

the paingigal ohe fo 
son chiefly easting and merrymaking. They also 


had jheatres , furnished by persons of means who believed the gods 
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“would bless them if performances were shessd in their honor. 
-. The traditional belief about the coming of Confucius was 
amen se 
taken for granted by the Chinese we whom Lew was’ reared. Le- 
gend has it that before the birth of Confucius, a huge creature, 
half bird and half lion, flew dowm on the province in which the 


Compbucins 
was to be born and left a jade seal bearing the announce- 


The man Pull Baek oa Oe ear ) 
ment tha + Guectmodua world be -the greatest teacher who ever lived. 
It set forth his position relative to other men and stated that 
all were to revere and respect him and to accept his teachings 
as an assurance of peace and happiness in life. 
“with Hat 

The dress of aap Chinese whom Lew was reared was typi- 
cally Chinese also, See made of silk and tailored in the an- 
Gient style of the land. It consisted of a heavy silk coat and 
trousers, anaWwith the change of ue season and coming of cold 
weather, any number of such suits were worn over each other 

L i Pos 
Before bew came to America ,/when he gi about twenty years 
as ant his wife 
of age, he married a—Ghinese—girl 4 bore “him three sons. 
Two of these sons live in America, while the third is in China. 
All of them are engaged in ee oe their father and all 
tt: 

are apparently eriental in their pepect. a certainly made no 
(uith mm-Chinese (deas 
compromis ein teaching his offspring and their moral behavior 
is governed by the principles of their ancestors - 

Li wiske 

Zou came to America because his father atte Cebit to engage 


Aenre 
in trade, and since the son found it more profitable to be in bu- 
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- CALIFORNIA CHIVA 
Siness in Sumummg~mies rather than in-Gemben he remained here. 
aliusays : 
He has been back a number of times, but i return - 


fs Ae 
ed to make se money. Though them did not admit as much, 
7Ae 
making {money has been an obsession with him, and 


a anent{} a/l o's Pro—ethen Seemann oeaammmaeented Wet only 


manetany cms‘dezations te enter in Ays inferacounse 
— A 2 Se ee 


A-minetine with his fellow creatures. ,He does —Fe/) 


PICACERMANGT CO “4H eelrn _He JS Ct as 
not appéar to BD merely strict and frugal in the 
ta ue : 


real sense of the ward, ifmnot—a_bit beyond—the-worth 
be 


dew hed taught his sons to be good business men,ana fhe one som 


in China sees to the exporting of goods to be distributed local- 


LKiy Ge Wi 5C_ 
ly by the other two. One of iew's brothers atso lives in Los An- 
LK? S_— 


geles and the brother's son acts as @ Secretary,te-kew. This 


young man, though he seems very efficient in his knowledge of bu- 


of 74%e > 3 A's avn: le % 
Siness and/methods of American trade, bears the mark 6 pews , 
\ehets Mi 
4 stoical, silent manner. He writes and speaks English fluently, 
paises 


having been well educated in this country , as were bew!s own.sons, 
1s ae Phil } 
but he iy. seni il te Chinese tradition in spite of all the ob- 


ae he has madé in America. 
“ie Lives in small quarters. 
7; Chinese fashion, 

ness and eats fo od ith chopsticks. His fare consists 


in the rear of his place of busi- 


chiefly of rice and vegetables and he is very fond of the latter 
item of his menu. He sleeps on a bamboo mat, which is also a ty- 
pical Chinese method of taking rest. When his meal is finished 
ay lights up a long-stem Chinese water.pipe and has his smoke. 
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Phe—-men is a Pods lads WOHy sdil0lédas “ae He has a ha- 
bit of continually pacing up and dow the floor of his shop ap- 
parently engrossed in his own problems. “He looks upon anyone 
who comes into the place as an intruder if his reason for being 


there is not strictly business, and he exercises a close vigi- 


Vanoe over the young man who acts as his secretary. a 
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The old man, who is now seventy, hes=a ; o return to 
China to live, as it is no doubt that China is his only love. 
His wife is dead and heaw/lives entirely for his business. It is 
obvious that he would transplant himself now, or would have done 
so long before, had he not been so afraid that he might have 
misse@ some profitable transaction /ta 1 busine ss/ One wonders over 
GF «3 ee 2 be ) 
whaty he ahh out of life, Bea tne answer is probably7found in the 


fact that m3 965 the only life he has ever known, a strict, 
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_ active watch over his ow personal affairs and a stoical indiffer- 


ence to anything which does not pertain to him and his own. 
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Yas far back as I can remember I always wanted to come 


to America. Itaappeared in my mind as a country overflowing 
with gold, And who can deny he does not want a pot of gold? 
Y ity family has always lived in comfort because my fa- 
ther came to America many years before my birth to become a 
cigar merchanty emi He prospered and brought money back to 
China, where he married my mother am where I was born. It 
Was in the village of Toy Shun in the province of Canton,in 
1901. I Spent the greater part of my life in China, and s@4/72 Ff - 
ceived (there Ja very | good ‘educa tionh 
Yroy Shun is a small village, much like an ideal sub- 
urban American town, where the people have advanced far be- 
yond the Chinese standard in their development of comfort. 
The people there became Christians long before others of 
our race, and it did not take long to adopt the innovations 
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brought to us by the missionaries who eee us a/new faith. 
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us to live all-our lives in China, and that is why he left 


1y a poor 


us with our mother in the old country while he stayed in A- 


ono ‘oF nedccnte suis | 


te hey, ; , < 
Shi tz wot’ » eS Wes "4 ns wty0 van i as ‘ee et 


vr. is Riad ‘ : 
Maoh Rt SOR aie wo 
fa, ae 
- Fe \ y A 
cat ~ . He ' 
bok + ie Wim A POLE Wr he) iddn te +) ! 
; 7 pel! ms db fe Rie hich 
° a , “sf d ; xi i rh ah 
. 5 4 ’ _ v m ' af, y . ae 
BS. FL20.9a0 ot pis bh Vat OO LOG wg y q 
ss Je 5. 2 "> c 4 i, 
od Mond ROG vilystrond. Dste, boy rag ens 
P / ‘ fe 
7 PT p 4 ‘ 1? 
Ay i 7 t ahi Fe he r f im t i 1 wht Or opt tio oar fw 4 


ip OF y FIG 


dates sie rer : 


‘ La 
: \ aot +} c os > : 3: } ty aii Lb 
mee | JOUR eq, SA “S 
— sb 2 S 
aio LP BONDS JOR 
7 as ~F a PF ee iP Gags ty 
amc f y rf H cS] e Ak os > ¥ [. 4 ae 
; i a) ae 
: a { R - rd 
‘ Caan 4. % eke ee Ae PF. AY. uM Wow oy Cana Eon | th 
7 » 4 ' 
sat 7 
Pi Nee ; a ae a ee eee a di i id 
4 ote i) ik ey hee Ws A ate, t st WW a be sr Bab a i! Oe ky hia hay Ata Natt 
LIN eae a : e Stir ‘es 
i by eat . 4 ie BD eee e atgteings: palin ger pa 
ahr ? ary eit yO >} aah ae ‘ Dy eg) a CAN: ike ABR Ry Wi “i eal wi 
a uN r ie 
ae). typi } a8 i! of A { ( ik ea gOrb AL abi, he a Ve at 
aba a pai nv ola i tomiadedte oa ea ee aoe au 04 
" ¢ihi hao WO ‘ ; 7 §) Dd te Path (AP ae Be Ban Eby oe Ae ee 
} P ot 
| A @® eee " 
; : tae nhc je aed ;, is wk > 
ARO POS) Ls ee 13 ice ) foew Jeti l- Seige. Vin oto heli \, 
‘ : ; F i 4 ; 
1) Sih say, Pe a ; 
: ! iy es * n 
* ig ‘ 5 a Aat ae : tice £5" ae ae mre or, i . 
> fe f ee ’ a “4 if ) ar { » ay : wa aay a ¥ te ae ei t rinse i?) 4, toed 
; 1s j i i : 
i (eas 
« 4 70: rm 
: yw A (re) As Ut Oe 30; a he 
‘ . =) Sy 
; ‘a heey Wie 
‘ a ; mY . id nel oD a 
’ .” gees J . +i ot ee ee eg ea eae 
Veet AL if » * Fe ¥ . eee 4, yey a] a Oe! Auta : abel m4 
Et Pre 
yl Ce ea © 
v ( 
‘ id ' 
Le i S86 YLT tor 
ie 


vais 


a 3 pe eo! 


my 


ent t f 
ie he ae ae Hef ok Solas 
UA) AS ERR BY 50 8 OK agbae Dy 


= a, 


raapn ee his aise. gear 
merica EE a business in the cigar trade. But 


Cnrenal/ ep) J ; 
Astay severek months, sometimes longer, and then 


leave again for America and his business. 
i" Chin ay 

Prat home we lived on what he made in his business, and 

our worries were few. I had only two protherss Gur cousins, 
val Ce 

uncles and aunts lived elsewhere ice meant that my mother 
was indepencent in our training. She was very Chinese, how- 

She favever, ) 
ever, ee@ could neither read nor write. But she wanted us, to 
go to modern schools and receive a good education so that we 
could escape £rerr the hard werk which had been the lot of our 
ancestors. 

four little home was a one-story stucco building. When 
we entered it we stepped off the Street into a courtyard. The 

eC jnterz(onr ie 
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I can remember sleeping,as the Chinese hag done for generati- 
ons,on a hard board, with my head resting on a block of wood 
which served as a pillow. Later we had soft American beds. 

Pity mother, who was uneducated, could not teach us at 
home before we were old enough to go to school, but she did 
tia many stories about China and sang us many old songs. 
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eed lena i was seven, I went to a kindergarten with a dozen 
other children of my age, and there I learned to read and to 


write. After studying there I was placed in one of the public 


schools in our village, 
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Fat night we all ate in the same room with my mother, VBA 6 
in one of the rooms leading off the courtyard of our home. 
It was located next to the kitchen, and we were able to have 
a servant cook our meals and serve them to us at the table. 
After the meal weiwere sent to bed. We never studied lessons 
at home, but always learned and recited them in school. 
ft can give you an example of one of the stories which 
we read in our school. The mes | pa Rat known even by those 
who can't read. My mother herself) told it to us many times. 
It deals with the marriage of a human being with an animaly 
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mei the Chinese of past ages doubtless believed that such 


Doss 1$le TAis «8 the gfor 
unions were sometimes made. ap ir ne 
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One moonl night a young man who had travelled to 


| a distant place from his village, was returning to his . 
| home, going by way of the river. As he steered his small 
| boat down the stream he saw another boat pass him in 
which sat a beautiful girl. She was so beautiful that he 
immediately fell in love with her, and had he been able 
he would have asked her on the spot to become his wife. 
However Ae cont nucd 

own the stream until he came to his 
| village, the memory of the beautiful girl burning in 
his memory e 


Back in his village he could not get her out of his 


mind, and whenever he thought of his future and the fact 

that some day he would get married, he always found him- aor 
hecalli'n il 

self eee Be 


the beautiful girl he had seen/on the 
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b he distant place mentined before) 


_ One night pe eae that he had to return te-the 

: on business Jand At nightfall he fond him- 

Leie eee remote section of bus ene thou a place to 

stay for the night. Finally he came upon a small, desert- 
ed-looking house and knocked on the door. 

A very old man answered his knock and the young man 
was invited inside, frhere he met an old crone of a woman, 
who was the wife of the old man. And then to his great a- 
Saneuene the old man went into another room and brought 
\forth the beautiful Birl he had seen on the river. The 
young man did not wait very long before he was making a 
marriage pact with the old man, who finally consented. The 
next morning the young man returned to his own village with 
A, A\'s Matta ge ; 


‘The young man noticed that almost immediately € ac- 


his Ye garke — 
quired: additions -to.é fortunes She naturally he evawienea 


ne beautiful young girl who had become his wife. 


his change in luck to his marriage with the young girl, 5A + 


wird fin every way, turned out) to be a model wife. The Lavy 


was accepted by the young man! s family. Bs Se tntag y 


Ine 
fine match seemed ideay. 


Bub One day the young wife came to her husband and 
| told him that she had received word of the death of her fa- 
| ther and that she wanted to return to her old home to take 
wage Cann se 
oate of his burial. The husband gave his comsent. 
| The day she left a detend of the young man told him 
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36 have stories about human beings marrying flowers and even 


Théy are HAC (wel 
gues et! objects. typical eftke stories heard in our 


hope read in our botke“wt schooly -vKV | 
fatter I finished high school in my village my father 
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: 

let me return to America with him. I lived in San Francisco ee OD 

with him for several years. After that, however, I decided to 

return to Canton to enter college, realizing, of. course, that 

I needed a higher jiacketon and a thorough knowledge of Eng- 

lish before entering on my career. S68 once back in Gantowed 

entered the Christian Gollege and stayed there until my grad- 

uatione During those four years I was careful to apply SEND | 
A 


to the, mastery’ ae English, and (now f taink 1/ speak ote like ae 
07) 
nat ive“American. 
tt came back to the United States in 1923 and entered 
business in San Francisco immediately after. I have been at 
the same place for about thirteen years and 1 work most of 
the day and sometimes much of the night. I sell groceries and 
general notions, and have managed to get along very well. I 
pickled baal 
hope to take what money I have saved and return to Cantony 
there I will go into the banking business, for in China money 
_ is scarce, in fact so scarce that one can do much if he has 4 ¢ceafeen 
ra ——— ne’ 
Sone=a— 
fi have no great love ee the old Apter ay of China 


t 6/e GA Meeeras 
because I Fie eae A of these Se eat erection howd keg iy “a = 


ple in ignorance, and 6n the Whole , I think the American way of 
doing things is better. I live es an American ene tion hen 
fmnne 
‘I return to Cantom in a few years,I think I shall{live ee the 


same way »\ 
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| eae to ‘4s omuntey von he mas twenty-four years of 


bre b (erisone't ey 


ages After he apt en, 9 _Peaneiscen-shores, he spent exe 


actly three days here, Tmongtly he went to his father's 

truck gardon eight niles out of Sacremento. Re was anxious 
to learn English, but his wish has never been realized for 7 
Firstly, the truck garden was to too far from the city school; 

secondly, he failed—to find, see one of his own age to accome 
pany him tothe school. . Zo be Bione ine class Fon with. 3 
boys ond girls ong third his om age, ws to es + not-a-omall 


A. Rar dg 


enbarrasonent y Gf-goursa, mos % iaportant, of e212 reasons was, 


‘that he Ind to spend from sixteen to seventeen hours a day on 


frst | 
the garden. The garden covered fifty acres of-land, and on « 


‘it were raised Son kinds of Shineaa ang American vagotablens 


They rented. this lend from an American landowmer, paying. thir- 
ty-five dollers fox an acre indluding ater supply for irrie 
gation. Indluding ¢. and his father, theve were eight parte 
ners in this garden, each one having invested some six hundred 
dollars s Together they ommed & Pord, a Chevrolet truck and 
an wnknow make of, sedan, along wath Fave horeess All the 


Gight worked on the garden. when the busy SeaG0r> game, -sueh 


as the pepper, tomato and squash seasons, they hired one or 
two extva hands. 
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O» usually got up at 6:30 in the morning, took his break« 
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fast and ages! Started for the field at about 6:15. The lunch 


BX rate tte 


hour perc ipcr eemgetermrmetd Pally and Jasted but about half an 
they worked again until eeven in the evening, and took 


another mae hs hour Drv: g si suppers Under the dim electric 
gatee 


ight, they hadte, pack the vegetables or sort-thom- until mid« 
night oy one in the morning. This was-the reguier daily rou- 
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tine, whieh was to-Gs uli mare stremious than the peasant 


‘Life in China. Once in a Long while, he would have o Saturday 


evening off and would go in-to Sacramento. He would go to a 


movie or again-he-would—<o. to a gambling houses He dia not 


gamble any “big money”, he just wanted some spending caged 


‘He @id not receive any wages for his labors Ap a rule, for’ war? 
both his—investment and. hie toil, he would get back a- lump wun” ca ges 
atthe end of the years Defare that time he had practically “ig "Lalit 
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grocery goods and wate The garden wes run in the ey a A 
maaan idle Peon—the group they. chose the most experienced, as 
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theiz-foroman whose tasks were to direct the planning ané till1- 
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ing. snpisetinalibatinaties an agoountant and a treasurer. fer- 
haps the most important man in the force was the seller, who 
mast know some Inglish and be a good salesman. ‘whether they 
Gould dispose of their products or not depended mainly on 
me — and diligence of this sellers it happened that 
Gots seller was both incompetent and negligent. Besides, he 
would gambie’ with the money after the products were sold. 

* eehves at shis eanden: for Shree, yearas Yor the firat 
year, he obteined—a ehare of, $700.00 which gave—-him less than 
$60.00 a month for both his investment and his back+breaking 
work. For the second year, 1929, he received about $1200.00. 
Then the sien eae end for the next year he received pees A 


than 9600 200. paring hig three years on this garden, py 


Aealt with many sapennnyy American and Fe wergund formers. anh, 


“ae 
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"never satieriea with the wayy —he-wae, working 


cus toners icp never..felt— ‘oF—-OnGe- that there, exis ted any 


Aleotheat (ite 


raod @isorimination or any mani feate tion of-suchs | Bathe 


| gerden-was_splitting up, for—euch- an enterprise could not be 
| gueeeseful if the keyman--the Seller--was not reliable. Geli 


Yaa ae of 


| was only—teo glad to leave, for, besides “thie business aifti« 


 eulty; he did not get along whth hig aged father, who seemed 
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a iter, Shine 


mechanized ant,as talized truck garden. The change from 
crude farming implements to that—of- trucks and other farming 


" ~ \ 
- aa , ‘ 
ae aaa ye ee te = 
. i . > 
> i ‘ ¥ 
i? as Bein sO i « 405 
i . : + * 
wt ood (ta vo, a ee he 
— , . ve 


Vets 


pate soaoruss a vediaa ere 


yreeeny $s = aanany sam mt =e 


i 90, haone bee goer ad: ane 90%, 5 boveoe: ae | 
a0), Day oe a bi Dos hacer wnt Aen gem a ta 
2 0 gitehte 4) 


WH ky 


Kyat estos nash ebbbaad 20% orang, * oes 
ahaha nate ina sone, ais son gag ha to, sens 


righ 4 


if 


machines aia not cause him any great strain. Strange as it 
may seem, he adapted himself ‘easily to the horse teams, to >‘ 
the Ge Canes un wane a8 to the, , big gambling houses. 
But there-wae- one hing he go would ‘aband, and. that-was the 
high tempo of work and tne- umusuadiiy- Long hours of labors In 
China, when darkness cane, work Anmedia tely eeased and one 


had the opportunity to visit nei ghbars pnd, converse rarscromaigaal 


ay% with the elders. Here, one hadto. won ke- ‘until he was oe-ene 


wo 
ae ~that-he- ‘pha ake collapsing. the belations between 
ye tA arth abr. Bool fds 
guesel ft 


-and.fasher-or- friends were mechanical and lacked in- 
timacy. Then there was another cw a fact--why should one in- 
vest in an enterprise which vould not even asgure one of a 
decent living 


Olid mae? pr 


z Aenin, Oe looked tonaré-the livelihood of-a-wage-worker , 
of” 
Prigron ataniy wand to be tiea $e the land any more. Finally 
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he decided to go to Fresno, and take a se aS 8 gPepe—and- fruit 
pieker in-a-vine-yard. He stayed in Yapiier for about three 


eles Ytarn 


yearss These three years, according to Ge wae. the nose _Ampor- 


‘ Mbt tim. Uke AAS nt Mes hint Heda, Lire: 


tent yege-in his Life diotory Co was... then, ‘penniless ivery 
cent ho had made during his a Wel three years in the United 
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States had boon event ile had me return we Pe send t9, nis fa- 
ther, the rest ne, ‘sont baek. bo his wife and ohild. Sow he had 
to sell his labor Dip pbl 
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the vineyard was owned by an American bese, but, aang a 


ae ‘on tae stg sediiaeialis 
oie Huw Siete pete raw yeian & | 
_ptecmeeese omtetea fs, orl 4.294% 9b es daeboheae 
te lel a Lote binge ak: oi heal evoke lt 


eo | oie ag aa of baat ed, oe pam “plane 


Pai i i ES 


“eS eae do bl ai llnueall 


seat Wanas¢ 


sant pean ro sa 
amare: esconesaad on iukaere ee 


te ei 008: nit: aestonad: Desai d 


way 


‘bad eet wo pts ak, eee Gap 


vg toe i r r, 2) 
1 AAR oa 2 bg cares We pee wiieieiy 


tite te 
* 


Chinese contractor. This contractor wae-naned- Chew; and-he.. 
Wag & man with vast power. thie Was SO, partigulerly because 
he was a member of the infanous Bing Quong Tong, the moat po- 
worful of all Tongs. He paid the workers $2.50 for picking 
one thousend. vines. ‘ae whe considerably below the wie? 
sink sda sada dy the Amevican owners But that was not the 
only form of exploitation. dust aa in the mining, company 
toms, this contractor ran his own grocery and cigarette - 
ze as — “very worker was compelied to buy from his store at 
the highest possible price. Por example, & Gack of rice 


weighing fifty pounds which on™ ne more than 32.80 at the 


Market would be sold for 36.25 ie $5060 at his ators. He 


charged fifty-five cents for a pound of noodie’s under. -this 


ert dee 


mewn he squeeged at least tor ty cents, hs of each worker 


W Gantery 


every day for- food. ee 
Work of thie kind was seasonal. Ge worked about four 
to five months a year and made about $150 to $200. Most of 


the ie Gane in January, February, August end September. 
Hie-work varied from picking grapes to pleking apples, pears, 
peaches and prunes. After ‘wo » youre | he was surprised to find 


that he was in debt. ts omaha 980,00 fer grocery and 
Where hal. 7 Cds) | Bets 
other bills. ,Ghew wouldn't} let ‘hden eave the- town,, threatened 


-— with arrest and deaths le must pay back his debt. So at 


Cot Tie hace Che plocew etek atest 


Chew's-own proposal, dw rented, through chew, one hundred 
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sores of vineyard from the Bank of Italy, at Parlier. ‘the 
terme were that after « thee at eee sold, the bank would 
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ome 8 of th fsosh-ae- tent. Oe too. ik Su-fewr ether rext- 
ners it ak to ehare. gapital.- investments One 
ie ees thay e in theo: a : 


of these-partners was Chew's; cousin and also member of the | 
fore-mentioned Tong. He was dominating the entire businessy< “< 
He-was both the seller and the treasurer. At the ond of the 


ad Vastown 
year, he claimed that the vineyard was © failure and that ogy 


jnot only lost his “capita but would have to pay anether $200 
to cover the deficit. C. knew that there was double book- 
keeping, for according to his own aqequnting, Pipe Ms 
have received at. Least between 9150 and $200 for profits Bub 
he dared not speak against this man, for fear thas his od 
iife w ve pond be in danger. On She other hand, he whe “net will« 
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ing te pay this unjust dedt, ond was unable. So. pay-engenys He 
mew that i he stayed om, tie would be further and-surth in 
debt. So he Sled to Sacramento rend & warren t Snenee ‘cron “the 
Rreane-squmtyConanhing -his arrest, " "Paco —_ ys 

I$ was the ena of 1933 tha tC+- game to Seeramento, and 
three months later, at the beginning of 1934 he came to San 
Franeiseo, ho to find himself @ jobs During his long stay 
in Fresno, he met many chinese youre who Game, from distorent : 


industries. Prom them he began te-learn , sone aeuiaone. one 
of them, #ts-F+, was partioularly well acqueinted with workers' 
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and social subjects, Thanks to hin, Gs began 40 ee the exe 
me eT tetf Aatedayment in Chins, the national erisis 

dte-betrhsnd . ; Re aise developed a keen eons of @riti« 
a ll cat eeononte order ant thet ceononiealiy ao- 
mina ting cases. . He talked: with Pespite about any capitalist’ 
fo him, ass » Ms ne, Jesen Some of. wena boing than the son- 
tractor and he kiew there were-quite-e few of such people. 


Before, he did not know the roason for the depression or even 


Pe othr a 


+eeknowledged- the existence of & Grisise Even now he 444 not 


understand the development of. the eraaie wi with wattisiont Glari- 
oft, A Dyce Botoet ; 


ty+ However, one thing he sel Sane, Son. were anh that was that the. 
bgt ee 
forming businesebecame- unprofitable . 


His father usually made approximately $1000 to $1500 a 
year from hie farming, but at the close of the-yoar 1933, he | 
womves only #609 for his a year of work. Ce ‘thought 
this. horrible, poy with the-seme. peasant inetines, greene 
individual outlook he sould not see the necessity of etruggl- 
ing against those who are persuading . poliey of Pujning the. ee 
ured e¢onony + Bat after Going theough-the Life-of-e-worker 
he immediately understood this problem and is new determined 
to Go his best to fight for his om salvation as well as the 
welfare of hie fellow workers. He does not Like Anovica, out 
for one thing he is thankful to this country. ‘hat is, that 
Ameriea made a new; class-conscious worker out of him, & pre 
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4 G. hha been in San Francisco for eight or nine months 

: hows He has been unable to find one day of works ‘Ho is not 

| - enbatiea fo ehty or federal relief. we has not the eapitel 

5 PE ORE OR SP veN Ling expennes to-go-baek to the farm. He 
eames yay Mis way bask to Chink, end even if he ooulé be would 
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: ; ng -have made ds a vory bitter mere Ones. he aia ‘not-have 
= hhae-ot food for more than ayer dayse “ie stood tak witnent 

 @¥e8 8 urna of complaint « “there is oom hidden fire “in him 
whieh will some day varst out like « Set coke thet day will 


if come Very soon. 
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| i After working so long in this project we found out that to 
FA | ac ite a gzood story is one of the most aifficult things to do. Often 
| we would sit in front of the typewriter fully prepared to type away 
with ease, And at the end of the hour we would find ourselves just 
about 3% the same place where we started an hour ago. 

Unless we are careful in our writing, then everyone of our 


eine 
stories,be monotonous and dull. So we would rather spend more time 


to make one good story than to hand in two or three mediocre stories. 


Long ago in this little city of Oakland on Ninth Street there 
was a certain food store. In fact, it was more of s restaurant. It 
was ae by @ woman. A widow. 

That was approximately eleven years ago. 

Today eleven years later on a street just around the corner 


there is a restaurant. It is run by 2 woman. A widow, 


A 


This widow has five children. One of them is dead. the ifetay 
daughter is married. The others are living at home with the fant tal 
Only one of the children is a boy. ‘The fourth child. (e4-p@<L ) 

Eleven years ago, it was an old building. Just a small building 
that was hardly big enough to hold the members of the family. This 
restaurant was a very peculiar sort of a eating place. It did not 
sell rice. 

It sold noodles, rice esakes, Chinese "jones", and a varietye 
of delicacies which we could not name ta_English equivalent. ‘he 
widow was the cook in the place. The SéH—and daughters were the 
delivery boys and girls. All day and all night (almost) the widow 
slaved in the heat of the kitehen stove. She did all of the cooking. 
The === daughters did all of the machine of the dishes and they were 


Y , 
hen 
mi +) 


Wag usually the one,who did the delivery of the goods. 

The reason why the woman went into the restaurant business was 
because of the death of the husband. ‘The husband before he died was 
a noted school teacher. 

He was not a teacher hired by the public schools. Instesd he 
ran a private school of his own. in that school there were only 
a few pupils. He did not take more than forty students. Only the 
best pupils were taken in by him. Heé had been teaching school ever 
Since he had been in America. After he died the mother, meaning the 
wife, started the restaurant business. At that time Mit" of the children 
were not big enough to go ont and work. And the woman could not take 
care of the big family without any help. She hit upon a novel idea. 
She was going to start a restamgrant. But not the ordinary kind that 
provided food and rice. This was going to be a different kind of 
eating place. 

The big restaurants in Chinatown were built for the purpose 
of getting some Business from the white people. The restaurants 
were Supplied with dance halls, orchestra, and slick crooners to 
draw tne customers in. And about eleven to one o'clock yo rng couples 
mostly Americans, could be seen going tnto these elaborate restaurants. 

But in this place run by this woman no white people had ever 
entered. 

Why? Because the place does not give the appearance of a rest- 
aurant. The windows are dulled by a heyy film of oil and grease. 

The paint in the roofs are all cracked. ‘The tables do not have any 
tablecloth. The chairs are of all styles and make. Some are like 
souvenirs from a dated museum. ‘The chopsticks are of different sizes 


UW» 
and color. None e of the same length. 
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And the kitchen is like a junk yard. There is a old-fashioned 
stove in the corner. On the floors there are many pots and pans 
which appeared as if they needed two or three:scrubbings. And there 
is hardly room for anyone to walk in the kitchen unless he had been 
On an eighteen day diet. Hight next to the stove we sea a woman 
cooking. Her hair is flying about like a maniac. On a huge table 
in the middle of the rooms there are sauce, bamboo shoots, pork, 
roast duck, fried chicken and scores of other edible articles. 

@he dishes are clumsily arranged on racks that are almost falling 
to pieces. 

In another corner there is a huge stone turning wheel that 
bring back memories of old China. In this wheal seeds are ground 
into white powder. On another corner there is a Big table with a 
huge and enormous piece of bamboo. This is the mixing table. 

The flour and dough are made here. Instead of using the hands to 

mix the dough the bamboo is used. After the dough is throughly naixed— 
the mixer, who is usually a man put his thigh on one end of the bam- 
boo. The other airy of the bamboo is strongly connected down to the 
table. The man just bounces along from one end of the table to the 
other end and the flour is all ready for the baking. 

This was the restaurant of eleven years ago. 

Today it is entirely different. It is clean and tidy. There 
are booths for the ladies. ‘The woman wears a white apron. fhe 
tables are painted a fascinating hue of green. The walls and eeilings 
are zreen. ‘The kitehen is roomy. But the old grinding wheel and 
the table with the bamboo is still in prominence. 

The place is selling the same kinds of foods that it used to 


sell. And still it does not sell any rice. 
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The song; daughters, and the mother all worked in the business. 

But as the son:and daughters grew u» and had to go to school then 
the woman hired an 01d man to help in the delivery of the goods. This 
old man worked for fifteen dollars a month. dd Soe the restaurant. 

He had been working at that store for five years and it was 
only last year that he was discharged. 

The only time that the restaurant needed to mush was during New 
Year. ‘Then at that time no one had any leisure time. 

"New Year's time is the busiest time of the year. Everybody 
geems to want one o* those Chinese piddings made. It was very difficult 
to fill out all of the orders so we have to give up most of them. It 
takes a long time to have this pudding finished. 

} "I always said that it is a good thing that 1 am so healthy. 
fhig kind of work takes long hours. One has to stand up and one 
hardly has time to sit down. or over ten years I ad worked and 
I had never been sick once. People used to say to me that it is a 
miracle how I could survive’ for so many long years. 

“Every night we have friends drop in and play mah jong. There 
is a little room right next to the kitchen where they play. it is 
8 common thing to have people play until early in the morning. Mostly 


thing OW 
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"The players donate a certain amount of money each time they 
play. The amount is determined by the amount they are playing. bs 
for example they are playing fifty cents a thousand point, each one 
will donate five cents. If they were playing five dollars a thousand 
point, then each one will donate one dollar. Whatever the amount is, 
it is to ate 2 one complete round of playing. If they are playing . 


two rounas then the amount they donate is doubleg It is tripled 
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the players play three rounds. ‘here is hardly a single, thet no one 
%o not play. Often in a month we collect enough of the donations to 
pay for the rent, gas, electric and water bills. 

"But lately people have been opening real gambling shops right 
next to the restaurant. ‘Those people probably thought that we are 
making a fortune because of the mah jongs. ‘To the left and to the 
right there are mah jongs shops. ‘hether they will last or not we 
do not know." 

Before the restamrant was made over all of the family slept in 
the xitchen. But as business began to prosper and money was flowing 
in, the woman built a sort of attic or a sort of a second story to 
the house. ‘Then the entire family moved up to the new addition to 
the house. 


But the son had to stay down in a little room in the kitenen. 


All of the woman folks moved to the new surroundings which was connected 


to the kitchen with a step ladder. 

The surroundings was very unhealtnfal. About a year ago the 
gon developed lung trouble. le went into a sanitarium to rest. He 
stayed thefe a year and then he came out. The doctor would not sallow 
him to go to school. 

The oldest daughter married about seven years 420. She lived 
in Oakland and has two children today. ‘The second daughter died 
from a peculiar illness. The third daughter is --listen and you will 
kKnOW. 


It happened sixteen years 8g0- The father, who was the husband 


of the woman was a great gambler. On that fatal night he was gathered 


with a group of rich men. They were going to play “Tin Gow" and mah 


jong. For the last few nights the father was very lucky. He thought 
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that this luck would continue indefinitely. He and the group of 
theee men decided to play BIG. 

So far into the night the four men gambled. The hours passed 
like a swift arrow. In the little gambling room dimly lighted by a 
Single electric lamp the four men continued. 

While at home the mother and the four children slept peacefully 
on little dreaming what the morrow will bring. 

Por hours and hours the men kept on. But the end came soon. 
foo soon for one man in particular. ‘The father. He lost i huge 
amount. 

He had not the amount of money to pay. But the winner must 
have it. So silently in the dargness of night the man crept home. 
There in a crib the little baby girl Was silently sleeping. <e¢ 
took her out of the crib and stole quietly out of the house. 4e 
went back to the gambling house and handed his own little girl to 
the winner as payment for the amount he lost. 

Now morning came. the mother woke up. But her daughter was 
missing. Her husband was not back yet. Franbically the motner looked | 
here and looked there, but her daughter conld not be found. | 

It was a day of tragedy for the mother. At noon a sad face | 
frkend approached the door and told the woman that the body of her \ 
husband had been found in the streets with a bullet hole in the head. | 
fhe woman break down immediately. For the next few days she was sick 
and delirious. As yet she did not know what had happened to her daugh- 
ter. | 3 

When she was well enough friends who had heard about what happened 
told her what happened to her child. ‘The woman fell sick again. She ; 


almost died. But a few months later she got well again. 
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The baby girl was in a new home. ‘The woman was a widow. 


The children were without father. 

Now it happened that this daughter was brought into a home 
of rich people. Very rich. ‘here she grew up without knowing what 
had brought her there. 

But when she was about twelve years old she found out the truth. 
She learned about” through gossipping tongues. rom then on she des- 
pied her real ee cher even though} he was dead. 

During all this time the real mother and brothers and sisters 
did not say a thing to her a ibet it. But despite Mee ca daughter 
found out the truth. 

Today everyone knows the truth of the whole thing. The daughter 
callgi her real mother "zoamother." The foster parents allow the 
daughter to visit the godmother as much: as she like although they, 
themselves,never visit them. 

There is a gulp between the two families. 

But the daughter never forgave her father for what he had done. 
The father died when he was almost forty years of age. ‘The wife was 
about thirty years neh 

It was in China that the man was born. that proved definitely 
why he was a big gambler. After many years of education in China he 
eame over to this country. Yes to work. (Ho Hum) He attended a few | 
years of the Znglish school after he landed in this country. He did 
not stay long because he always wanted to work. 

He married a girl he met here. ‘hat girl too was born in China. 
And she came here when a very little girl. When they were married 
they were quite happy. | 


But as married life went on the wife found out that her husband 
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was more interested in gambling than in a home. Although he was 

3. genbling himself he often said to the pupils, "All of you should 
not Bamble. Neither shauld you smoke. Nor should you play lottery 
tickets." The students answered him thus, "Bat you do all of these 
things yourself. If you wish us to be good and honest why dbn't 

you set us 4 good example." The teacher alwsys answered in this 
way, "But I am old and you are young. A little whiskey and cigars 
would not hurt an 214 man half as much as a young man.” 

The husband taught school for five years. During that time 
the mother stayed sat home caring for the children. Aifew,years"after 
the death of the husband the woman started the business. The restau- 
rant business. 

Today that restaurant is getting along. Very well indeed. 
fhe woman is working just as hard as ever. Une daughter is already 
graduated from the high school. One is married. And the son is 
fourteen years of age. 

Sometimes when I ee ae in the night, I dropped in there 
and watol’vhe people played mah jong. I watched the son mix the 
dough and I watched the daughter grind the old-fashioned wheel 
and I saw the widow standing in front of stovey cooking. 

Today she is so busy with her work that she has absolutely 
no time for worrying. 

Barly in the morning she wakes up snd works till late at 
night. The sons and daughters help in the work also. And 
as business begins to be better and better the place is being made 
more attractive and more customers drop in at the widow's place 


to eat. 
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This is the story of a farmer's daughter which does not in 


the least resemble the oft told tale of the farmer's datighter and 
the traveling salesman. 

Wane Chinese over here had fathers and grandfathers working 
in the farming industry. Some had forefathers working in the land 
for generationss. 

This woman's father was a farmer. He.raised his family entire- 
ly by the income of the farming. Farm life was not as bad as it 
Seemed according to the story of the woman. 

"Father had nine children. Four girls and five boys. All 
of the boys helped in the work of the farm. The girls do the light 
labor such as cooking, washing, and feeding the chickens and pigs. 

"Father was a farmer all his life. His father left the land 
to him woen he died. Working on the land was difficult work. It 
was no place for the weaklings. 

"I always remembered my motherslife on the farm. She went to 
bed everypignt at midnight. And she got up before four o'clock. 
She cooked the early breakfast for the men folks who were «oing out 
to work. She cooked the noon meals and the evening neat C00. 

"Farmers had good appetites. ‘Tea was made by the pucketfuls. 
Rice was cooked in great quantity. The men farmers ate from ten to 
fifteen bowlfuls of rice in one meal. ‘That made it an average of 
thirty bowlfuls for each man in one day. 

"Everything that we needed was provided by the farm. All of 
the food and wood came from the farm. ven though we aid not make 
any money for chad year we at least grew enough for comsumption and 
no one had to starve. But every year after the crop is sold there 


was a celebration. Sverybody made merry and enjoyed himself. 
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"Rain or shine the men got to work everyday. ‘They did not 
quit work because it was raining. Growing rice was one of the most 
difficult things to do. There were so many intricate processes to 
go through. Every year in the month of dune and December the rice 
was harvested. Juring the time of the harvest extra men were hired. 
Food and accommodations were supplied to these men and also their 
wages. .ie, the girls of the family helped in the cooking at that 
time. Kice was cooked in enormous ‘ epha and it was always con- 
sumed by the workers. : 

"After the stalks of rice were collected and put through the 
different processes we helped in the thrashing of it. After all 
the work was through), the extra men were discharged and paid off. 
some took money and others had their pay paid in rice. But there 
was always a few men who worked around the farm all year around. 

"The rice was then put in baskets and taken to be sold to 
the customers. There were so many baskets df rice that I always 
thought that thay were enough to feed the entire population of the 
earth. My father also raised wigs and cows. ‘The cows helped in 
plowing the land. ‘The pigs brought in good prices too. 

VAt night all of the pigs were driven into the kitchen with 
the chickens. There they stayed the whole night long. And in 
the morning they were driven out again. ‘The cows had a certain 
section especially constructed for them, a sort of a barn. 

"My mother was the one who seemed to work the hardest. She 
Slept late and she wake up early very early in the morning. Ever 
Since she married she did that kind of work. E5ut it did not weaken 
here Today she is still alive. She is seventy-two. She is leading 


anieasy life now. No more hard labor on the land. 
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"Only two of my brothers stayed in the farming industry. The 
others went to school and went into business life. 

"Father saved his money and when he died he left the land to 
my mother. ifother sold part of the land and the rest she gave to 
some of her friends. ‘Then we moved away from the farm and live in 
Ho Chung village. At that time two brothers were already married. 
One of my sisters was married to a farmer. The rest of us lived 
in a wooden house in the village." 

The woman had little education in her youth. She married and 
came over to America with her husband. Here she had four children. 
She aid not live a very happy life. All of her chi ldeant wens 147 
When they were born. Even today they,are not so strong. 

the biggest son was the worst of all. When a child he was 
always getting involved in trouble. ihen he grew up he was known 
as the bully of the neighborhood. Everyone was afraid of him. The 
mother tried her best to prevent hér son from going wrong, but nothing 
could be done. 

When the son was sixteen years of age, he was arrested becsuse 
he stole a car. He was taken to the detention home. ‘The mother was 
Zlad because he knew bas at last the son could have a chance to get 
renovated. Sut when the son got out he was worst than ever. He 
held a grudge against his mother because his mother let him stayed 
in the detention home for so long. One night he ran away from home 
and from then on there was no news as to what happened to him. 
Despite the fact the fact that the mother knew that this son was 
not an ideal son, nevertheless, she was sad and worried that he left 
her. 


fo add to ser troubles her second son and the daughter developed 
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consumption. The two victims were then sent into Del Valle farm 
for prevention and cure before it was too late. They stayed there 
for almost a year and when they came out they were fat and healthy. 

fhe woman was extremely happy less children so well and 
strong. 

"It was wonderful to see what a year of rest will do to sick 
children. I can hardly telieve my eyes when 1 saw how strong and 
well my son and daughter were. I will always be grateful for what 
the farm had done to my children. It didn't aunt me &@ Single cent 
to send them there. If there wasn't such a place to care for tubar- 
cular victims, I would not have known what to do. 

Every year when the Christmas seals are sent to me, 1 always 
Eo Share by buying some. Uverybody shoulda help and cooperate so 
that this disease could eradicated from the face of the earth." 

The woman is a hard worker. But that did not seem to sap 
any of her strength and vitality. She used to work long hours in 


@ cannery. And she sew clothes in a machine for long hours at a 


time. ‘She could not go to the shop and they brought the clothes to 


her home. She used har own electric to drive the machine. Deducting 


that she made forty or fifty cents a day out of hours and hours of 
work. 

As she said, "If I don't do something, the days seemed so long 
amd empty. So to do something is better EBERP ELet ine at home. Even 
to make a few cents is better than doing nothing at all," 

There were times when She sew cloties on the electrie machine 
antil her eyes hurt and her back ache and yet she made but a little 


money. There were times when she said to herself, "It is better to 
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use this time in resting than to spend it doing the hard work." But 
she always rather work than rest because it was so lonely being alone 
in the house. Her husband was out to work. ‘The children were at 
School. She cooked the meals and after that is through she worked 
and sew. And when evening drew near, she again cooked another meal 
for the entire family. Day in and day out, it was the same dreary 
thing. But she is used to it. 

She remembered her mother who had but three or four hours 
Sleep each night. Life was not half as difficult for her as for 
her mother. For what had she to seep lati atent’ She had childfen 
and happily married. And sll the ordinary routine work she did was 
mare of iife. 

The only entertainment she gets is at the Stage shows in San 
Francisco. She does not know what the mavies is all about. ever 
been in a motion picture theatre in her life. 

On holidays she would take the smaller emia tan and went to 
the stage shows. And she would come back fully entertained and 
amused. Life was not so bad after all, was it? And the next day 
she would go back to her cooking and Sewing knowing that she was 
Secure in her home. 

She is forty-six years of age. Her husband died four years 
ago. She does not have small feet because she was the daughter of 
a farmer. And only rich people have snall feet. 

She is not like the other Chinese women who discarded the 
oriental costume for American clothes. She still retained her 
Chinese clothes. She wears dark blue and black. And her hair is 
tied in a knot in the back of her neck. But she wears shoes and 


coats of American-made. 
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The oldest son, who ran away So long ago is still roaming 
around somwhere, where no one knows, Perhaps it was for the best 
that he did run away. Otherwise he would have caused unlimited trouble 
to the mother and everyone concerned. 

She remembered some of the old Superstition which her mother 
followed. She remembered going into the ancient temples in which 
there were gods and stone statues all around. The ststues were 
about as high as a man. And in the silence of the temples dimly 
lighted by the eerie «sitnlight the figures of the statues bee 
terrifying. It is said that no one eould Look at the face of Confucius 
without flinching. His was a dynamic force that defied anything. 

the women related some of her experiences, 

"I remembered going into one of those dimly lighted temples 
once. The stone faces of some of the figures seemed actually to 
move and laugh. I was terribly frightened then. I was not very 
Old then. A priest was chanting an old hymn that was Solemn and 
grave. liy mother put food and Wine and good luek candles beside 
one of the statues. She ssid a eevee and then we went out. 

"Outside everything was so different. There was the sunshine, 
the air, and real people in flesh and blood walking along.. I felt 
as if I had come out of some strange darkness and gfeeted the sun- 
light. All this praying sna strange goings, to me. I just could 
not enter into the spirit of the thing. I watched all of these 
customs with pleasure and excitement. 

"I never followed them, but it was interesting to know about 
them. I am interested in things that are more conecfete and not 
80 abstract.” 


It was good to know that this woman is not one of those super- 
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Stitious old women that are so abundant in old China. 

Today she is living in a house which was bought by her husband 
when he was still slive. Strangely enough, this house had no electri- 
city. It is lighted by gas. One of the reasons why the woman gave 
up her sewing was beeause the housé does not have any electric. 

When the husband died and the Son Tan away there was s great 
deal of spare room in the house. She decided to rent the spare rooms 
of the house to some boarder, there was a family who had but only 
two children. ‘The woman rented the two spare rooms to the family. 

The house is all paid up. And the woman every month had twelve 
dollars which she received as rent. 

But trouble began to arise. 

The two newcomers, that is the children, were always making 
trouble. They stole the woman's food. they wasted her gas and her 
water and they were always fighting with the wonan's sons. 

Finally the boarders were told to leave the house. Since then, 
the woman would not think of ever Jliving with sanogher family again. 

The woman knew what it was to be poor. She remembered when 
her second son was born she did not have any money for buying pig 
feet and delivering red eggs to her friends. She pawned most of her 
jewels and her friends loan her money for the occasion. 

the baby was born at home so as to Save hospital bills and ex- 
cessive expenses. She suffered the same experience when her first 
Son was born. 

"And to think what he had turned out to be. He does not reslizea 
what 1 had been through when he was born. He will never know." 

The daughter had éradicated from high school. She does not go 


to college because she does not want to. She worked at the clothes 
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Shop. The second son is still going to high school. In his spare 
time he do part time work st 9 garage. 

The woman does not worry about rent because the house is all 
paid up. Her sons and daughters gave her some money eacinonth to 
bay food and clothing. : 

this sort of life was very different from farm life. Out in 
the farm no one had to pay rent. Nor gas nor electric. Food and 
Supplies were abundant on the farm. Only in times of Floods and 
drought were there any serious trauble. But the woman remembered 
thatcin bhe section where her parents lived, there were no floods 
or drought. She had heard that in the northern Section floods were 
& cOmmon occurence. 

"Paring was not a $sd industry at all. At least One could 
exist solely on the farm. Even if one had not much money it doesn't 
matter. ie could have food, cloth@ing, shelther anda money. My father 
raised the entire family of us on the farm. Now away from the farm 
we worry about money, about food and many arak things. Farm life 
was hard, but it was simple and wholesome. I always think back about 
it in my memories and the picture of my mother waking up early in 
the morning and working the whole day through, lingered for a long 
time." 

And today the farmer's dauchter is a city woman. There is a 
big difference in her life and in her mother's life but there is also 
much Similarity. 

Here is the end of the story and not a word about the salesman. 


How disappointing. 
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Everyone who esds the funny papers must be familiar by now 

to a funny strip called "The Timid Soul." People make fun of the 
timid aoa He always wear a old-fashioned brown derby. He is 
being belittle: by his more courageous companions. He does not dare 
Te new clothes because he feels self concious in them. He is 
afraid of women because they absolutely scare him stiff. Often 

we see the timid soul getting involved in hilarious situations which 
Simoly put the reader in stitches. He is afraid of men with strength. 
When people laugh behind his back, he thinks that they are laughing 
at him. iihen people happen to look in his direction he thinks, I 
bet he is looking at me. In other words he is sfraid of people, 

of things, and he is only comfortable in the surrounding of his 

own home. hy, the wife simply ae him around. There are many joy- 
ful moments for the readers while reading "The Timid Soul." 


Now there is a certain man we know who resembles the imaginary 


character of the funny papers. Perhaps it is coincidence, or some- 


thing, but this man resembles the character to such a great degree 
that we could say that the author of the comic strip could not 
create a character more authentic if he had met this man in real 
life. In manner, in speech, and in action the man identifies -hin- 
self anazinly to his imaginary brother of the comic strip. 

This man wears a brown suit which does not in the least look 
new. If appears to be worn over and over again. iithout any 
reironing. He is short, thin, and very fragile. He is wonanly 
in the sense that he has no initiative in going out and meet people 
and do things. He is rather afraid of his wife. Does not go around 
with other man much. Stays home and cook and take care of the 


children. While his wife goes out to work for a living. 
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A few months sgo his two sons had their tonsils taken out. 
And the man suffered and worried more than if hés Wife was expect- 
ing a blessed event. The two little boys went up to the doctor's 
office where the doctor operated on the boys. ‘he mother and the 
father were along too. At the time of the operation the father and 
mother went in.to see. 

fhe doctor operated on the older boy first. ‘The moan twitched 
and moaned while looking on.. The wife was very cslm all through 
the ordeal. When the father saw blood coming out of the mouth of 
his son he yelled out and told the doctor to stop. He would not 
let the doctor go on with the operation. After the anesthetic, the 
Son did not wake up for quite a time. ‘The father went here and there 
and he did not understand what had happened. Immediately he decided 
that his second son was not going to suffer the same as his other 
ops He would not allow the doctor to continue with the other gon. 
He said to his wife, "Perhaps we better bring the boy baek and see 
how he respond and then bring the other boy up here at a later date. 
Then we will know whether 16 Ls all-right or not.” 

Now the wife is one of those talkative and take-it-or-leave-it 
person. She is not afraid of taking a chance at anything. Long ago 
She used to make whiskey and she got by too. 

She said to her husband, "There's nothing to be afraid of. 
the two boys will ue Bll right." Greatly over the objection of the 
father, the wife told the doctor to go on. The doctor operated. 
fhe two boys were then sent home to bed. Now something happened 
that sent the timid husband into the Shivering heebees jeebees. 

One. of the son, who was rather weak, suffered a so-called relapse. 


He fainted away while he was asleep. 4is face beceme pale and white. 


.. iit : : ie 
Wis out erga 

ayaa todd 2 wile ico sd cae Bas e10g0 2 

ore radtdat eas oe Latege ei’ 16: in i ont i 


Brae ho 


A 


biotet lw pele : Ort’ Warsi’, vod tebLo fd. fo peiatoqe es068 Eo 
iN porad tla gbog x sy 2 a ot Ln cy, Wier Ye “goutate of etidw boneean 
te ddnom ene to gio ill oo Beeld wae teddat sit ‘goth, ¥ oe 

‘ “Yor & fnew ait eke ca: Sota! s ode. bled Bie at, sat toy aH 00d al 
: é tt eos % bia 8, Pres mt ae >} : snot : oy vite pelt Be iw eau 93,5 neg vob ond 

; F 3 Fags aes fe re, 


prod Sne - eved) Garey tonto Ae yh eoky, Bo et tng 207 cae eles hat 
re My eee kr ar os . : cn fe wiki fia. Site, be Fi dada ge £5) sa 
Na A OE. GO We a ae TING A ao Bal arte Ug GE Be DR RES SC Bie OP ER ae oa § 2 


- RW ae brid FE e oi 


iF ‘? 


bara, Seo CoH e sided) toiteqd, aw mn gat @*) i a ‘et 1W eld (ea J , 


oleh togel A Pe OTS oo Wor TSdee) and. aa node Eas obs 60%, Cy 


sO tO I MeIS Lie ee 22 Sedderie wort ary ow ee 
. i - : ve aa%, 
? ; bi ig 


f-ovvel-vGed l-wiel bic erliadies seo? té eho #2 et ie anid) ce 


cai a 
ro. anbinegGde ve sonelo @ antites So bleste y ret at a 


cots td it" eft hive i eRe eta odeniod baer & 


Zo parte ee PF Shidcom @lemsdit ie nsdend TOR ot, biee edt . 
f é bt n> eve! , 
> , ee 


dy tt gy lteetde ody cove Chsaory a Lia ‘ed tity. ayer oa 


ce hi ‘ 
i 


‘pad rE vot nodseb » O va og. S03 dab od biet. oti ead, 


ee 


benngqed’ aalnaenge Of bb 08 Sad taee. aeild. ote 


Cans See COG t-@ ood weit gi. "< evTd ge ‘eds od at Suadeus, ey: 


aes 


‘a CREO. Oe bot tannen fiozes¥a an lpes ed ne 


é 


a SSSR pe Ee Ee 


ASE 
(3) 


The husband said to the wife, "Now look what you had done 
to the little boy. He's dead, dead! Call a doctor, quick!" 
Now the wife, too, wondered what had happenéd. But she did not 
tarn green and cold like her husband. 

When the doctor came he thought the father was the patient 
because he looked so pale and green. ‘The son suffered the relapse 
because he was not so strong as the other boy. And perhaps the 
doctor gave a too large dose of sanesthetic. But the son got well 
and the father was relieved. This is but one incident which illustrate 
the fear and uncertainty in the mind of the man. Of course, his 
wife is exactly the opposite. She never knew fear and probably 
never will know it. 

The wife is a talkative little woman. She has a voice that 
eould be heard for blocks. She has a great sense of humor. Always 
laughing and even in times of troubles snd darkness, she never show 
it on her face. All her life she had worked and worked hard too. 

She had done all kinds of rare Laundrywoman. Cook. Maid. Canning. 
Many others more. ‘The husband could not boast such a record. His 
life was rather and plain and simple. He only worked at simple work. 
Easy and not too hard to do physical. 

This man never Sats nor drink whiskey unless there was a 
celebration of some kind going on. He was never kndwn to be involved 
in any sort of a scandal. Gossipping old women never linked his 
name with anything unpleasant. Or anusual. 

The only great difference between him and the character of 
the comics is that this man wears glasses. And also for the fact 
hhat he is a Chinese. Utherwise he is living the part of "The Timid 


Soul" perfectly and naturally much to his discomfort. 
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fhe family is living in-a one Story building. The rent is 
fifteen dollars a month. Once the place where they are living now 
was @ empty store. Because the rent was go cheap and the family 
S0 small, the man rented the place and fixed it all over. Now there 
is a kitchen, a sitting room, two bdédroons see &@ dining room. There 
is no yard. 

Now this place was never intended to become a house for peoole 
to live in. It was not built in that style. The front of the 
house has two enormous windows. And a passer by conld look right 
through the building to the end of the room. So the man had the 
two windows covered with a heavy coat of paint so that no one anless 
they are over six feet and a half could look through the window 
with any ease. eassing by this house one would think it was 3 empty 
place. It does not give the appearance of being occupied by someone. 
But the whole family lives there surrounded by the four walls ana 
the two big windows. 

Just now the mother is not doing any work. She had tried to 
get a job but had teen unsuccessful. And the father is the only one 
working. He has two bfothers younger than him in years who are 
both working. When the two brothers came to live in his house 
the two little boys went into their mother's room and the brothers 
occupied their room. ‘They eat with the family. And each month 
each one of the brothers paid over so much for rent and so much 
for food for the family. Thus in this manner the mother is able 
to make a little money for expenses. | 

And add that th the income of the father, the family managed 
to get along fairly yells The two little boys go to school, both 


the western and the oriental schools. 
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Now the husband could not do any hard housework. His wife 
always laugh at hig while watching him do the hard work. 


"He could not wash the floors without making a mess of the 


‘house. He could not wash the windows. while washing the floors, 


he pants and prespires as if he is ready to fall to pieces. Often 
wen 1 wateh him, 1 could not stand it so 1 finish cha job myself. 
I always said to him that he could not get anything done without 
me around to finish it. Of. course, he is used to my laughing at 
him and he does not get mad or anything. ‘that's the kind of person 
he is. Good naturedeand kind. Always doing more than his share 
of work. 
"Before, he used to work in a store where many men worked. 
Phere were many men working sat that place. Everybody shoulda do 
an equal share. But as in most other things there were always 
some who were always unfair. ‘Two of men who were taking of the 
books were caught mien Gees They were profiting themselves through 
the ignorance of\all the others. Now one day my husband caught them 
cheating. ‘They did not know about it. ‘That night when he came 
home from dinner he told about it. And he said that he did notx 
know whether he should tell any of the other workers about it or 
not. 4e ssid that he did. not want to start a great deal of trouble. 
"Of course, + almost lost my temper. + told him that the only 
thing to do was to tell all the other workers about it. it simply 
was the only thing to do. He was a little hestitating from the 
beginning. He did not want to do it. Bit 1 just kept pushing him 
on. And soon he did it. Of course, there was a great deal of 
trouble. And soon the company was dissolved and everybody left 


the place and everybody lost his job. For a few months nobody got 
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| 
any work to do. There was a great quarrel among the other men. 
There was a woman. who had Senet in the business. And she was 
cheated by the two man for about two or three thousand dollars. 
She was so mad and crazy that she raised a great deal of trouble. 
If my husband had not caught those two men I am willing to bet that 
even today the company will still be operating and everyone will 
be just as ignorant of the going-ons. iveryone of tile workeré of 
the company is now without work. They have work, but very irregu- 
lar." 
In 1932 the man almost died from the paralyzation of the leg. 
His thigh was inflicted with paralysis. Yor two or three months 
he could not walk. ‘Then as time went on, it got worse. He conld | 
not even move his leg. It had lost the sense of feeling. He lost 
weight and everyone in the family thought that perhsps he was going 
to die. in fact everyone knew that he was going to die. But he 
got well. Much to the amazement of many persons. After he got well 
he was not allowed to do any hard work. ‘So he stayed home and cooked . 
The wife tried to get work to do. 
The man is afraid that his children would get hurt. ‘The boys 
today are about ten or eleven years of age. But everyday rain or 
Shine the father went to shool to take them home. And when school 
goes out at three-thirty one coild alwags find him waiting at the 
gate to accompany the two little boys back home. On raining days 
he wears rubber shoes, those black kind that nobody except old 
folks wear today. Unee it was raining very hard. ‘The father was 
afraid that if he bring the two boys home they would get wet. So 
he brought er Gecané chopsticks to the school. ‘There in the basement 


of the school. while the rain continued pouring outside. 
7 


(7) 


The man is over forty. His wife is almost forty. Both of 
them married at quite an old age as far as Chinese are concerned. 
About twenty-seven. ‘The two little boys sre born in America. 

The parents had been in Anerica for about eleven years. 
Ten of the eleven years were spent in the city of Oakland. One 
year was spent in 29 little ceountry town. ‘The man did not like 
country life. He said that the hours are too early, the work too 
hard etthe profit too small. hen he first went into the country, 
he had & most miserable time. He thought he could do the hard 
work. After less than s year in the country he dédided that he 
would notil ike to do that sort, of work. He was always urging his 
wife to come out to the city where could be able to make a better 
living. His wife finally consented and they came out. 

He came out and he got a job as waiter in a restaurant. 

He worked at that for quite a few years. hen he got another job 
at an American restanrant. #e fixed salads and he baked pies. 
Then he and the group of man started the business which was later 
spoiled by two unpleasant and dishonest men. And from then on 
most of the other workers did not have any regular work to do. 

In China the man, when small was a problem to his mother. 
He had a great inferiority complex. His mother said that he would 
never amoant to anything great. His father was a plain ordinary 
worker. The man had been to school and he could understand a 
little Chinese. “nough to read the papers and ordinary articles 
of interest. He had never been to an English school. But he 
speak Bpelish. But can not write very well. 

He is scare of the rain. On cloudy days he always had an 


umbrella to prepare for the rain when it comes. 
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Last July the husband started selling firecrackers for the 
first time in his life. #e had heard that people make many money 
during July. Yet he was afraid to take a chances. So he and. another 
man decided to make it a partnership. Hither both make money or 
both losd money. Un July the First they sold fifty-two cents worth 
of merchandise. The two cents are for the atatels treasury. 5o 
the total amount sold was fifty cents. ‘The timid soul was so afraid 
that he decided to sell his goods over to some other Chinaman to 
resell again. But the partner made him stick anbil the finish. 

During the Juby holidays the little house where the man was 
living was opened. Inside on the living room table all Pee of 
firecrackers were ‘displayed. And the customers went into the house 
to buy their goods. 

Deducting all the expenses, the man made seventy-five dollars 
in four days. Zo hin it was an immense fortune. “te was very glad. 
Bat the partner thaught it was just so much chicken feed and he said 
that if knew that this was all they were going to make, he would 
SR epee it. low after a rather good start, the man is 
anxiously waiting for this July when he could sell firecrackers 
agains Only this time he is going to have enough courage to 
Sell it alone. He Cel TeNae that he seals make some money this 
July. ishen July comes along he will go outside of the house 
waving his flag and shonting to the people who passed by, "Fire- 
works, fireworks, very cheap here." 

During those days he is not thetimia husband. He is a 


hard worker, working for his living and making some moneye 
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ie previous article we pointed out the fact that there are 
many families who are separated by the Pacific Ocean. 


_-—s-« Here we have another man who came over to America alone after 
- ke had married in China. Two of his children were born in China. 
‘One is born in the United States. 


haat The man himself is born in China. So is his wife. The man 
ae married when he was twenty-two years of age. His wife married 
at the age of nineteen. The man stayed in China the first en 
years of married life. During that time two girls were born, 
The man wished for a boy. But before his wish came true 
he was called over here by his cousin, 


In Canton alone the people spoke over ten different dialiects. 
By the way the different people spoke it was always possible to 
tell as to the section where they came from. There are many 
people today who could understand the different dialects but 
»seould not speak them at all, 


> When the first Chinese came over they brought with them their 

Own dialect... Since the Chinese came from all sections of Canton, 

¥ ' “ali the different dialects are represented in the speech of the 

Chinese today. In English, by sound only, the different dialects 
eould be translated as follow: The Lone Doe, the Say Yup, The. Hur; 

— San, the Gow Gong, «nd Soon Duck. ‘There are the most common, 

pa Bere are a few more, 

mune: the funny thing was the fact that as:a rule the people who’ tame 
from a certain section of Canton were so much different from the 

Other sections of Canton. Their speech, their action, their manners, 
and their physical appearance were different, 


In a story entitiled"American Family", written by Faith Baldwin, 
a there was a certain paragraph in which the wife of the doctor 
Me arrived in China for the first time in her life. Seeing the 
Be ereat multitude cf Chinese she exclaimed,"But they all look 
yalike.” To the people of the western world most Chinese look 
alkie. But there are some who could not even tell the difference 
between a Chinese and a Japanese. But a Chinese could always 
» tell the region where another Chinese came.from and what kind 

_ of dialect he spoke, 


a 


|) > But the point that we are trying to point out is this. The 
‘ead people who speak a certain dialect work in professions that 
» the other people who speak a different dialect would. not do. 


In Oakland this rule works a hundred percent true. Well, ninety- 
nine percent anyway. On eighth street there are a great number 
food stores. Without a single exception they are tun and own 
the Say Yup people. While right next door is a fish and poultry 
re. And it is run by a LonesDoe Man. A few doors from that | 

S another poultry store, It, too, is run by a Lone Doe man. 
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Phe different meat markets are run by the Gow Gong people. Gen- 


erally speaking ali the other professions are like that. Of 
course, as in Other things, there are exception.s 


This man is a Hurn San man, 


The Hurn San people are rather calm. Physically they are not as 
Strong a8 the other people. Because of that they do not do the 
hard. physical work like’ the Say Yup. 


In San Francisco all of the dress making shops are owned by the 
Hurn San people, They are the tailors, the dress makers, 


The man had a cousin over here in San Francisco. The cousin owned 
a dress making shop. The cousin finally told the man to come over 
and helped with the work, This man was always writing to the 
eousin and.asking the cousin to give him a job. 


The man came to this country at the age of thirty-three. His 
Cousin immediately taught him the art of cutting clothes and h 
also» taught him how’ to use the electric machine. Soon the man 
became anexpert in the trade. He was almost as good as the 
eousin, . The man worked and saved up his money. “oon he decided 
GO bring his family over. In 1925 his wife and the two daughters 
arrived. And she shocked the town because she arrived in this 
eountry with her hair bobbed. The fact is that she bobber her 
hair many many years before the people over here ever thought 
anything about it.’ This is one time when the dormant little 
villages really put something over on the big cities. 


The two daughters by this time-were about fourteen and twelve 
respectively. 


In 1929 another baby was born to the proud mother. This time 
a boy. And the father was proud of his accomplishment. He | 
spent Over a thousand dollars in the celebration of the baby. 
To some Chinese people’ a thousand dollars saved up was their 
life's earning. 


One thing you can say about the Chinese people. No matter 

how poor or how broke they are, whenever a member of their fam ily 
gets married or have a baby, they always celebrated their heads 
off. Literary speaking, of course, 


After the birth of this baby boy the mother fedl ‘sich, She had 
never completely recovered from her illness. Today she complains 
about this and about that. 


The man, when he was a little boy, was known by his friends as 

a sisy boy. He was weak, thin, and undernourished and pale and 
he had as much pep and sparkle as overnight soda water. He was 
not sich nor was he suffering from any sort of chronic illness. 
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He was just born like that. As Popeye the sailor said, "I yam 
what I yam." And the man is what he is. 


Today he is still rather delicate. His hands are a smooth blue 
color through which the blue veins show still bluer. His fore- 
head isi very high. His face is white bluish in color. But he 
# is never sick, Or to be more exact, rarely sick, 


The man was getting along quite well until he brought his family 
over, After the baby boy was born he was much poorer what with 


ae Money that is spent is spent and no matter how one weeps or moans 
; it will never come back. All the money was spent for the sake 
of appearance, 


The man left the place where he was working and he started a shop 
a ; of his own. He moved over to Oakland to live. It, too, was a 
dress shop. The man cut all of the clothing and his wife, when- 
ia) it ) ever she could, helped with the completion of them, 


The store sold high-priced silk, In the windows were displayed 

dazzling colors of red, blue, and breath-taking colors of the 
rainbow. ‘The store sold shirts, stockings, and other clothing 
apparel. 


The business was almost wrecked because of a robbery. it 

: happened on.a certain holiday. The family lived in the upper 
section of the house. ‘his section of the house was connected 
to the lower portion, which is the store, by a simple means 

of a\step ladder, The upper section was the living part of the 
house. 


Qn this certain holiday the family was asleep. They had come home 
after attending the stage show in the city. They were all dead 
tired, Evidently some one forgot to .shut the door tight. 


4 The next morning the father woke up to find the store derived 
of thousands of dollars of: rare silks. The man was. stunned, 

It was a tremendous loss to him. He could not have been more 
shocked if he had seen the sea serpent in Lock Ness. Or was it 
Loch Lomond, we have forgotten, 


i A great amount of silk was.bought on credit. And the man did 
not know how in the world he was ever going to pay the bills. 


And money was getting to so scarce that every cent counted as 
being important. 


To borrow money was not an easy thing. Besides it was not easy 
‘. to borrow suffictent amount to pay for the bills. So as a last 
| resort the man started a'Wue"(Chinese pronounciation, ) 
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As a rule when anyone was broke and could not borrow any money 
to pay his debts, he started a wue. The man who needed the money 
__—s and who started the wie is known as the leader. If he needed a 


undred dollars the Plan is known as a hundred dollars wue. 


the doctor bilis and the huge celebration staring him in the face. 
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As a rule when anyone was broke and could not borrow any 
ee money to pay his de ots, he started a wue. The man who 

a needed the money and who started the wue is known as the 
i. leader. If he needed a hundred dollars the plan is known 
as an hundred dollars wue. If he needed five hundred: 
dollars wue, The wue can be of any amount as desired, 


The man needed about six hundred dollars in order to. pull 
him through the ordeal. So he started a six hundred dollar 
wue. 


By way of explanation of the wue he said. "Before anyone 
could startza wue, he thas to have enough participants 
Willing to join in the plan. In my case I need £0 people, 
Fae, People that I can trust. Each member contributes thirty 
Bi dollars each month for twenty months. Each month six hun- 
3 dred dollars goe to a certain member of the participants, 
The leader gets the, first payments. I use that money. to 
pay for the loss of the robbery. Every month for the next 
twenty months I have to pay thirty dollars, At the end of 
twenty months my six hundred dollars would be all paid up. 
Tae month after the one in which the leder gets the money 
is open to any of the participants who needs the money mat 
month, Each one of the memoers has but one chance to get bhe 
money. So that at the end of twenty months each one will 
have had his chance. The leader is held responsible if any 
member does not pay his monthly share. The leader has’ to 
pay the amount if any one of the members dies, Oris anyone 
runs away right after he receives the six hundred dollars 
it is not any easy thing to be a.wue leader. 


ee 


"The matter of procedure is like this. Each month after 
the first month of the plan, anyone of the wembers who 
needs the money marks a certain amount of meney in a secret 
ballot which he hands in to the leader. The one whose amount 
is the highest is the one who receives the money for that 
month, Suppose we say that a certaih man is the receiver, 
He won because his ballot is of the eocae five dollars, 
That means for that month he has to pay each one of the 
members five dollars. Since there are ie pe persons, he 
has to pay out one hundred dollars of his own money to get 
Bers the, six hundred dollars, Since he had to pay back that 
Borie six hundred dollars through monthly payments, iftwould 
ed appear like he has to lose a hundred dollars of his own 
money. But he doesn't, 


"More often than not. anyone who joined in the Seabee rsa cane 
of a wue makes money. The hundred dollars that the man 
paid out is called the interest. For the next eighteen 
succeeding months the man will be receiving interest from. 

_ the other cighteen men who are to receive the six hundred 


; _ dollars on whatever month they wished, By receiving interest 


! for oust yay uence months, the whan will receive about the 


‘get more or a little less “depending on the ballots 
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"This plan is to help people out who are in an emergency. 
The participants either lose a few dollars or make a few 
dollmrs, The last man to receive the money is the real one 
who makes money. He is the one who is receiving interest 
all the time. Sometimes the lest man makes from a few 
dollars to over a hundred dollars, This is a good plan 

to help anyone out. It all depends on the participants. 
If anyone is dishonest or slow in payment it would throw 
everything in a mess. The leader does not gain anything 
in interest. He does not have to pay interest. He gains 
nothing and he losee nothing. All he hasto do is to: pay 
back the amount he borrows. His only worry is of dishonest 
members, 


"I managed to get out of a hole as a result of the we. 
Everyone of the members is honest and I did not have any - 
trouble. This plan is a very good one iff everybody cooperates 
and helps. If anyone is found out to be dishonest in a wue, 
his chance of getting into any future wues is ver> slight." 


The man had heard of another man who started a wue. That 
man was a leader. One of the members ran away after he had 
collected the money. The leader was held responsible and 
he hed a hard time getting out of debt... When this man ~ 
started his six hundred dollars wue, he was afraid that 

the same thing would happen to him, But he was willing to 
take the chance because he needed the money so badly. 

As it happened everything worked out smoothly. 


Today the man is still cutting clothes. His two daughters 
g0 to grammar school. He expects one to graduate next 
semester. 


The man's ambition is to become a school teacher. But due 

to Jack of financial backing his education is not.as complete 
asvhe would like it. '\His father is satisfied if his: son 
becomes a successful business man. But the desire of the 

son to be a scholar always remained in his mind. Even 


thaough he did not have a good education he knew more than 


Others who had a more than adequate eduation, 


Often in the spare time, in his boyhood days, he spent it 

in reading. And in memorizing the different words. 

Everyday he read the newspaper and whenever he did not know 
what a word meant he asked anyone who happenéd to be nearby. 
Through his own determination to learn the boy gathered in- 
valuable knowledge from the newspaper, the magazine, the 
books, and from booklets. During the new year he saved the 
money Offered him by friends and bought a dictionary with it. 
When he first bought the dictionary he did not know how to 
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Tn spite of the small fan 
hardly enough for the family to get along, 


Then his lucky break cane for him, 


Pa Gelade: he, was already married, 


, 2 8 man from a heighborly village 


His sister got 


ae 


» his mother to. take’ care of. 
With him and) his wife, And you can be’ 
* @ quarrel between the wife and the = 


4 f 


Other,’ 
“The man held his school 
called over here to America by his cou 
in the village and the husband over here send 
_ back once in a while to help with the expenses 
_ later he brought his wife ovens’ And now today 
_ in the dress-making business, Daring the last 
the business is affected by : 

was every other business, 


Reh et 


_ Now business is beginning to pick u 
‘perhaps in the not so far future th 


eanwhile the’ man continued with + 


almost immediately 


nem, he always remembered them, — 


the recent depressi 


Pp slowly but surely. 
e business will once 
more enjoy its foraier glory. . 
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He was hired as an 
| assistant teacher at a smal] school for infants, At that 


married to 


« His brother went into : 
business for himself, 50, luckily, for the man, he had only 
His mother came and lived 


sure there was not 


Job for many years, Then he was 
sin, ‘His wife remained 
some money 


And years 


he is working 
Tew years. 
on. ¥*o 


‘is work, living his life 
as he thinks it should be lived, | 
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|) Little Girl, What now? 14 A b xy k 


Long. ago when 1 was about siz years old, I remebered a family 
right next door to us. The family was composed of nine per- 
I remembered that they lived up in that house for more than 
four years. : 


n 


ala “Now 16 seems so strange that I am writing a story about them. 
_ They were friends of my mother. When they were living next to us, I 
did nd pay much attention to their lives and affairs. 


The story about these people is very uncommon. On seldom hears ° 
of such a family story. 


a 4 The nickname of the man is Slim. He is over six feet tall and 
_ is very thin indeed. Lanky and gawky. His face is full of enlarged 
_ pores that appear to be red. His wife left him for over six years. 

_ She took the two smallest children with her, both girls. One son is 
in China right now. The second son, the oldest son who went back to 
7 ‘China when he was a boy is over here now. No one knows where the | 
as! mother and the two little girls are. Or what they are doing. The 
me father is working with the oldest son. All the other boys are going | 
to school. They all live together in a little four room house which 

is not big enough to hold everything. ; 


Me.) Today the family, or what's left of it, is getting along the 

“a best they could. Without the care of a waman the children do not pay 
Be: any attention to their appreance or the appearance of the house. 

‘iB Things are scattered all over the place. The clothes of the little i 
_ boy could stand a little washing. They alwasy appear as if they need- I 
_ 6d bath or a hatrcut. The father is too busy with his affairs to 
)  &£«'take care of the children. The children themselves are too lazy to 
: care for themselves, 


nf And in the streets the old women whispered, "Conditions are 

_  iike that without the care of a woman in the house. It is a pity. 
5 The wife is no good or she would not leave her husband. To think 
a that the children could have the courage to go out in the condition 
a) they are in. It is too shameful." . 

a. 


ei. Many years ago a family,moved out of Fresno to Oakland. They 
a rented a house in Chinatown. he house was big enough to live in 
‘€! although it was not very large. The father had been in the sing-pain- 
a 

; 


ting business for many years in that won, but he decided to come out 
to Oakland as the conditions here were better. When he moved out he 
he did not have much money to his name. It happened that we were live 
ing right next door to them. The man got acquainted with us. We had 
a little store right next door to the man's house. The man was finale 
_ dy offered a job to work for us at a small salary. It was enough for 
him bo buy food but was insufficient to pay for the rent, gas, water, 
and electrc, For many moths the man borrowed money from us to pay 
for the bills that he owned the companies. We obliged as we wanted 
to help the man out. Although we are a large family we were able to 
‘a lend him money without suffering any ill effects. Month after month 
_ the same thing happened. We knew it could not go on forever. So 
one day the man was told that he must find another job for himself 
which would give him better pay. He did. He made more money but he 
did not make enough to pay back his debts to us. It was here that the 
ling business helped him out. He bouth a ticket one day and he 
1. He won over a thousand dollars. He paid back all of his debts AN 
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Leia But money was too much of a temptation for him. He was tempted 
to spend it on things thet were unnecessary. It was at this time 

_ that money began to destroy him. He began to spend in on opium. He 
acquired the habit until he was spending more than five dollars a day. 
Later the price of opium went up and he was spending more than ten 

a dollars a day. The wife was very patient andstood it all out. She | 
_ knew that it was too late for the man to break his habit. The man be- 
_. gan to lose weight and soon he was like a living skeleton. On days 

a that he had no opium to smoke he grew listless and tired and he appear 
_ ed a little strange. On those days he was very cranky and quarrelsome. 
5 The moment he had a little opium he was an entirely different. man. 

_  £48e tslked, laughted, and chatted with anyone like an ordinary person. | 
'" But the price of opium was slowly but effectively taking its course. ! 
4 The man's face became and sickly like an anemic. His body was just : 
bones covered by a thin layer of dissipated flesh. 


Now the wife was very young and beautiful. She had a fair 
complexion. Perhaps she was not the type of person to become a wife. 
She was delicate and charming. Men turned around and looked at her 

twice when she was taking a wlak down the streets. She attracted 
* attention without trying. She had, as the Americans called it, IT. She 
a grew tired of family life and bearing children. ‘She wished to enjoy 
a life while life was young. Her husband although not old in years was i 
' old in spirit. All that he cared for now was is his opium. Other i 
things in his life was forgotten while puffing away at the curse of the on 
poppy. His ambition, his life, his wife, his family all were but vagve 
memories in his mimd while drowsing away at the opium shop. ) 


The wife could not stand the monotony of such a life. She ran 
away from home with a brother who sympathized with her. However, she 
a later came back to her husband because of the persuasion of the children 
' * end the husband. The man promised to break his habit of opium smoking. 
_ He did for a week. But the temptation was too great. He went back to 
the opium again. Jt was unavoidable. 


ce Now something happened that could reunite this family again. 

- But it did not due to the man's fault. One night while enjoying 

We the hilarious drowsiness of the pipe, the man was arrested in a raid. 
ag He was sentenced to six months of jail. Now the wife was happy as 
— she knew that in jail the husband could break his habit. The first 


_. few weeks in jail the husband was ina sort of nightmare. Without his 
Bb smoke he was not himself. He took sick, but day by day and little by 


ig little he managed to get along. At the end of six months he was en- 

' tirely different man.. He was once more the strong, virile man again. 
He gained a great deal.of weight. He seemed to be a new manr eady for 
anew life. ‘lhe wife was extremely happy to see her husband like the 
former man she once knew. 


But once mae that old devil, opium, reared its ugly head into | 
the scene. The temptation was urging, pushing, waiting. It beckoned, ; 
it urged, and finally it conquered. The man was once again on his way : 
down the road to ruin. This time he will never come back. There will 
_-—s be «no more conquiring of the habit. This time he was doomed. He was 

Ane _ finished. He was dead and yet alive. 
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wife was truly disappointed. She left him once more. The 
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; | Search for her, tutall to no avait, Once 
le 4 ee igala eats. she was sa with this man and that man. She 
| become a woman of the streets. Today the family do not speak of 
. The father wondered what had become of the two smaller children. 
le son in China knew nothin as to what happened. Meanwhile the woman 
tinued with her sensualization. The man with his opium, the child- | 
continued with their dull lives. All are content to let nature Bk 
é ne COUrsé. te 


ae The man is 49. He married in China when he was 22. Came over 
h his wife immediately. All seven children are born in California. 
e@ were born in Fresno. The other two in Oakland. 


And so the earth keeps turning and the river flows on, but life 


“He took up the profession because he could do that sort of work. After 
 @ gpepat success in the business he went back to get married. He brougit 
his wife over and he continued with his business. And here the habit 
a typical Chinese came in. He had one child after another. Soon 
and behold there were five. And two more were yet to come. Seven 
: family. 


And that reminds uf of something we hear. 


a A Negro woman had given birth to three children. One of her 
lriends told her that every fourth child born was a Chinese. The 
an was terrified. When the friend asked her why, she answered, "I 
expecting a fourth child soon,” 


i, The man because he had a family was not making enough to suppat 
them. He moved out to Oakland thinking that perhpas out here conditions 
would be better. As it was, it did not make much difference. While 
the man was follishly spending his money he did not pay for any of his 
‘bills that he owned the food stores. When a certain food store would 
not allow him anymore credit, he went to another food store and buy from 
the foods there on credit. When that sbbre would not allow him anymore 
credit, he went to another store. Soon there was no store which he 
could buy from on credit. 


| Peopld understood the situation the man was in and they did 
not make him pay too fast. 


Once again the bad gambling business came toaid him again. 


This time he won five thousand dollars. He paid all of his 
DIL He paid all of his debts. Deducting all of his expenses: he 
spate a thousand dollars left. 


tions in bie arms. He wasted } = oe tine in pleasures, 
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Life was sweet. Money, opium, lotter, all were enthralling. Pleasures, 
SOX, women, all were desirable. Health, home, children, all were drown- 
ed in the web of life. nat 


Life was whilring by, Life was precious. Money was getting 


scarse. So let us enjoy, let us spend, let us hurried while we have 
time, while we have life. 


Here is a man in whom opium destroyed every belief and almost 
every strength. And is he the sort of a father to be respected by his 
sons‘ What could he teach his sons? Shall he tell them that if they 
acquired the habit they will be a dried-up and wekkened men, like him? 
Should he tell them that life, home, and children are nothing so long 
as a person is an opim smoker? What should he teach the, the little 
innocent persons who remained unspotted by the years. Should he tell 
them about affairs in which love was murdered? Shall he t111 them 


that life is but a net which is to snare and entangle men with falsified 
ideas: 


Here is a man, a guilty, a polluted persoh. How co 71d he im-= 
Bee res dle children to remmin as they wre? Must he not become a man 
again 


And the little boys and the little girls, what now? 
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rewrite story _ It was in the Lonely Night Jon Lee 


It was in the lonely night of the cold winter, the rain and 
the wind covering the city in a cloak of sadness and darkness 
when she yelled for Mother, her sick and weak voice hardly 
audible. Her eyes had a dead and frightened look, and so she 
passed away, my sister Oye Ling. 

Somehow 1 was glad for her, for now after all these long 
tedious years of suffering she was well, never to suffer pain 
and torture anymore. I still resembered Oye Ling's white 
and thin face, her long hair falling down her thin shoulders, 
dead in her bed, the white sheet and pillow making her whiter 
still. 

It was on that morning that Mother weaned us, telling us 
not to go near Oye Ling. She came out of her bedroom a tired 
woman, and she said in that strange voice that frightened my 
brother Quai Fong and I. My brother Quai Fong and I were in 
the kitchen when Mother said that warming to us. 

"Your sister Oye Ling is not well. Don't come near the 
bedroom. Keep away from it." Then she couldn't speak anymore, 
and went into the bedroom to tend to my sick sister Oye Ling. 

My brother Quai Fong and I listened to Mother, hardly 
understanding her strange actions, but we saw that weary and 
hopeless look in her eyes, and we knew then that something 
unpleasant was going to happen to my sister Oye Ling. 

Quai Fong became frightened and said, his eyes filling 
suddenly with tears. 

"Do you think Oye Ling is going to die?" 

"Don't say that," I said to my brother, “of course she 
is going to get well again." I became frightened suddenly and 


somehow I hoped that I meant what I said. I dbfin't want my 
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Sister to die. 
VON Sd coe sae that night very clearly, the rain and wind 
_ftenting/ outside, and I heard that peculiar cough of Oye Ling, 

loud and sickening, echoing through the house in the early 
dawn. She had been like this for many months, and was steadily 
growing worse. Three doctors had come to see her, but none 
wished to tell Mother the truth. But Mother knew, for tried 

as she did, she betrayed herself that never would my sister 

Oye Ling tke ever to be well again. 

Oye Ling used all of Mother's money, every cent that she 
and Father worked so hard for. ifonth by month she began to 
get thinner, until one day when I looked at her in the sun, 

I became afraid, for I did not realize that this dried up 
shell was my sister Oye Ling. 

Oye Ling never complained. She went about her sick life 
as if nothing was the matter with her. Sometimes I think she 
must be in terrible pain, but she did not reveal it to anyone. 

There was a large and spacious backyard near the house 
then, and every single day Mother would roll the bed out 
into the sunshine, and there my brother Quai Fong and I woula 
play with Oye Ling. Shewas not coughing then, and she was 
not so thin as she was in the lsst few weeks of her short life. 

We used to sit in the sun with Oye Ling, my brother Quai 
Fong and I. She had learned how to play mah jong and cards. 

I remembered one time when she won a game, and the pale: pink 
color came rushing to her sallow cheeks, then it was gone, 
and she was pale again. 


She was entirely paralyzed then, and her body from her 
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hips down was entirely paralyzed. She could move her thin 
pale hands. Oye Ling could not sit up straight, and Mother 
placed two three pillows on the bed so she could lean upward 
and see what she was doing. 

Mother came out to the badkyard sometimes, and she would. 
sit by my sister Oye Ling and said, "What would you like to 
eat tonight, Oye Ling?" And Oye Ling said in her tired voice, 
her eyes looking straight into Mother's face, "I want to have 
fish cooked with tomatoes." And that evening Mother would 
buy some good ripe tomatoes and cooked them with thé kind of 
fish that Oye Ling likes. Tomatoes were Oye Ling's favorite 
food, but no matter how much she ate, her face was always 
green. 

It began in a very strange way that sickness of hers. 

It developed one day quiée suddenly. But Oye Ling did not 
tell Mother until quite a few days after it started. Her 
legs got so worse that she abaia not walk. Mother knew then 
that something very serious was wrong and she said to Oye | 
+ing one day, "How long has your leg been bothering you?" | 

And Oye Ling said, "For the last two weeks.". 

Mother said then, "You should tell me about it before it 
is like this.” ay that time liother thought that perhaps the 
whole trouble would be over soon, but it lingered on for three 
long years, cansing the death of my sister Vye Ling. 

First Oye Ling found it very difficult to walk, and she 
would fall down once in awhile. Mother said that perhaps Oye 
Ling had sprained some muscles in her legs. 


Day after day passed by, and Oye Ling was not better. 
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She seemed paralyzed all of a sudden. She would sit in the 
chair, and then she would yell out, "I'm falling, I'm falling.” 
We would rush right in and catch her. When we were slow, she 
would fall right down into the floor, and there she would be 
until we gently picked her up. 

When Oye Ling's condition began to be serious like this 
Mother became afraid. She called in a pulse reading doctor 
then, and he said, “Perhaps she has sprained her leg." And 
he carried his black sacket and went away, leaving & piece of 
paper on which were many intricate Chinese words, brushed on 
with a bamboo brush. 

Mother sent me to the Chinese herbalist, and he gathered 
the prescription together. Mother brewed a strong black tea 
for Uye Ling. but she did not get well. 

One day Quai #ong's Godmother came to visit Mother. She 
said, “I have heard of some very remarkable tree leaves which 
are very helpful in such cases. Boil the tres leaves in water 
and bath Oye lyng's legs with them. ‘She would be well if you 
do it." 

Mother was glad, her eyes shining with hope. 

"Where can 1 get these remarkable waanoet sha demaded 
of Godmother. 

Godmother ssid, "Near Vallejo there are many such trees. 
I will get them for you soon." 

And very soon one day Godmother came into the house 
carrying a bag of leaves. Mother boiled the leaves in water, 
and with this water she bathed Uye ting’s legs. But again 


it did not help my sister Oye Ling. 


Oye Ling's legs were now entirely void of feeling. ven 
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when Mother pinched them with her strong hands, Oye Ling aid 
not feel anything. Her legs were like long pieces of bones, 
and her flesh were transparent, showing the blue sickish veins 
underneath. 

vuring those days Mother worried a great deal, dding her 
best, spending money to help Oye iing along. ‘the months became 
years, and Oye Ling still lay in her bed white ana pale. 

it was during one worried day that Mother decided to 
call in an American specialist. But Ching Shee, a neighbor 
who lived upstsirs said to Mother, "Do not do it. The American 
doctor would murder your daughter for you." But Mother realized 
that she must do something before it is too late. Mother knew 
that to delay any longer was not good. She called ina doctor, 
and he came and said, "I will have to take her to the hospital 
and put some red mud ### on her." ilother consented, and she 
and Oye Ling went to the hospital. tiother stayed with Oye 
4ing all the time that Oye ujne stayed at the hospital. 

Sather took Quai #ong and me up to the hoppital one day. 
Mother was crying in the corner of the room. seeing Mother 
crying, Quai tong cried too. Then I began to ery. Oye Ling 
heard this, and iiother stopped us. I never had forgotten 
about that day when we all cried at the hospital. 

Oye Ling and Mother stayed at the hopsital for many 
months. ‘he red mud had dried on her, making a hard and 
strong wall on her body. Aven at this time Oye Ling could 
not move her legs. 

YVye sing and Mother came home ona day, and we were all 


glad. But when we saw Oye ling, we becandagrata, for she 
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looked very strange, like a person who was dead, but not entirely 
so. iiy brother Qaai Yong was frightened so much, that ## he 
did not wish to go near Oye Ling at all. 

Oye Ling slepl in liother's mcoateen a during the last few 
weeks of her life, Mother did not allow Quai Fong or 
me to go into her room. We noticed a faint and very offensive 
odor coming out from the room. Mother was pregant then, her 
Stomach sticking out full and round. 

Mother was really worried for Oye Ling. She called in 
another doctors; a very famous doctor this time. He looked 
Uye Ling over very carefully and said, "Let her eat what she 
desires. ‘There's nothing to worry about." Mother became 
Suspicious. He demanded the doctor, "She's not going to die, 
is she?" The doctorcavoided the question and said, "Don't 
worry. i come back again.” But he never did come back. 
After my sister Oye Ling passed away in that lonely night, the 
doctor told us that he knew that Oye sing was going to die, 
only he did not tell us for fear that we might worry too much. 

One night Oye Ling acted very peculfar. She cried a 
little, the first time she had cried. liother asked her 
gently, ‘What is it, Oye Lyng?" Oye ling said, "I cannot 
Bee breath very well." Her eyes had a frightened look. liohher 


opened Uye Ling's dress and saw the (Fea mud\arieg) on her, 


great 
causing her g####6 difficulty in bfeathing. ‘The red mud somehow 


had hardened and cut opened a part of her flesh near the lungs. 
it was late night then, and Mother Meher a teen i: saw 
and alow ae as not to hurt OYe Ling, she began to saw away 


some of the red mud. Oye Ling breathed a little tetter after 


that. 
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One night Mother went to the hospital, and she stayed 
there for three days. When she came back we saw our new 
brother. But he was bronght baek to the hospital immediately. 
ldother was sick, and her milk was poisonous, and the doctor 
said that the baby should be brought back to the hoppital 
to be taken care of. Oye “ing was glaé@ to see Mother back. 

She develpsed a terrible and loud cough, spitting up strange 
avilbr and a little blood. The doctor had given some pills 

for her, and these pilis caused a lot of money, and they helped 
Uye Ling until she died. 

1 remembered elear3ghow how we had to phone three or four 
times to the drug store to order these pills, and the man who 
delivered them to us knew that someone was going to die. 

It was in the lonely night that she passed away. I cannot 
forget that night. For on that very day my baby brother Choy 
came back from the hospital . Mother.told me not to bring 

into her bedroom. 

Choy kept yelling very loudly. He wanted Mother, but 
Mother was too busy caring for Oye Lyng. 

It was about three o'clock in the morning that it 
happened. Oye Ling was coughing loudly that night, very 
loudly. I became afraid earlier in the evening when she yelled 
out loud, "Father! Mother!" Then she was calm again. But 
I never forgot that yelling voice, so full of fear snd lament, of 
death itself. | 

That night Quai Fong and I, with my baby brother Choy 
went to ved. It was vefy dark when I heard Mother's weeping 


voice, echoing emptily through the house. I knew it had 
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happened. Somehow no one had to tell me, I just mew. My 
prother Quai Fong said, "What is the matter?" 

I said, "Oye Ling had died." 

And I was right. I was sitting in the bed, listening to 
Mother's sekd weeping. I dressed myself very quickly, and I 
went out to the kitchen. There Father was, standing very 
quietly, saying nothing. 

Then he said, "Your sister OYe Lyng had died." 

I can hear Mother's walling voice, very sad, peculiar, 
lost and empty. My brother Quai Fong came out too, caryying 
Choy in his small arms. 

My brother Quai Fong and I went into the room where Oye 
Ling died. Her face was drained white. She was a hollow 
corpse. My Mother sat on the chair near the bed, weeping, 
wailing her song of death. I did not know what to do. I 
cried, and then my brother Quai Fong cried. Father wept a 
little, but he tried not to show it. 

Ching Shee heard us, and she came down. She shook her 
head. And I knew that she thinks that my Mother had murdered 
Oye Ling, because she had called in an American doctor. 

Mother satat the bedside, weeping for hours. Then she 
wept and eabrted a peculiar song, walling and crying alone. 
She continued for hours. I became afraid. My brother Quai 
Fong became afraid. I went back to my room, trying to hide 
mgpself under the bea. But I could hear her wailing snng of 
death. | 

My sister Oye Ling had died, after three long years of 


tort&rous illness. 
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I saw her white face of the death bed. I have never 
seen a dead person before. I was afraid. I don't wang to die. 
Morning came grey and sad. Mother was exhausted completely. 
Her eyes were all red with crying. Many friends gathered at 
our house, saying very little. 
Somehow I cannot forget the white face of Oye hing. 
I cannot forget Mother's song of death. 
I cannot forget daie it was in the lonely night of the 
winter that it all happened. Now that I remember, I become 


afraidg and I know that I don't want to die. 
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We have written about wantons, about gambler, about women 
who have lost their honor because of men so that the reader will 
probably think that the Chinese are a very bad lot. The reason 
that we wrote about those people is because they interested us so 
immensely. . 

We said that the Chinese came over here to work, to study, 
and some to visit. Others are here for other reasons. Some are 
here because of unfortunate circumstances. Like the strange story 
which we wrote not so long ago called The Strange Women. Not only 
in the lives of the Chinese do such things hannen. In every country, 
in every city, in every land, society is faced with rroblems of 
erime and sex which baffle suthorities who try to make their commu- 
nities safe and decent places for the people to live in. 

Another reason why we like to write about these uncommon and 
rather shocking tales, is because they are so uncommon and unheard 
of that theyshould be of rather great interest to many of us. Many 
times we have written stories told to us by someone else. Although 
we are not talking directly to the person we are writing about, 
nevertheless we are able to get a true and correct account of the 
life of the person we are writing about through well informed 
authority. We do not like to do too much of this but we have a 
weakness for the doing of these things. So we do then. 

This story is about a woman whose story parallels the story 
of The Strange Woman to a certain degree. But there are great 


differences between the lives of the two persons 
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Now 7S woman does not know we are writing this story about 
her. Perhaps it does not matter so very much. She is going back 
to China in a few days. Once gone, she can never come back here 
again. So it does not matter even if we write about it. 

Now I do not know this woman at all. I saw her once in awhile 
in Chinatown. She was always with another woman when she went out. 
Now this woman was really beautiful. Skin as soft as velvet, but 
not so thick at least. Her complexion is creamy-pink., absolutely 
flawless as far as the naked eye is concerned, She was dressed in 
the most modern of Chinese styles. And on her hands she had two 
huge diamond rings. and on her ears she had two huge pearl earrings. 
She also had a solid gold chain necklace around her delicate neck, 
And also she had bracelets amlawrist watch. 

One day I was rather surprised to see her at our house, She 
Was with the other woman. That other woman knew my mother slightly. 
And that certain day she happened to come over to Oakland and she 
dropped in for a visit. Now none of us in our family knew this 
beautiful woman. Some of us knew her by sight, but not by name, 

I just came home that day after seeing "Little Men" at the 
Central theatre, lit was raining and the weather was very cold, I 
came home and found the two women warming themselves around the 
fireplace talking about this and that. It was about half pnast nine 
and someone suggested that we play mah jong. Since the two women 
are staying overnight in Oakland anyhow, they said that they would 
remain for the game. Now there was not enough for a foursome so 


my mother told me to play. And I did. 
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About twelve o'clock we finished and my brother had to accom- 
pany the two ladies back to where they were staying, because they 
were afraid of the darkness, 

Now the next voest on a Sunday afternoon she came over too, 
I became interested in her, goodness no, not in that way, but in 
the sense that I wondered what kind of life she led and what kind 
of work she did, Since I was working in this work, I thought ver- 
haps 1 could get some information and write a story about her, 
Imagine my surprise when I was told it would absolutely never do 
to question her about her life. It simply would never do, 

For her life too, was determined by unfortunate circumstances. 

And the story as told to us is like this; 

"It was ten years ago that this hannened, At that time the 
girl was only sixteen years of age. Now at that time in San Fran- 
cisco there was an old woman who was running one of those nlaces 
that resnectable neonle do not speak of. She wanted more girls 
for the place. So she raid a huge amount of money over to a cer- 
tain young man in order that he might hely her out. The young man 
got the money. His mission was to go back and bring a girl over 
here, That is, he had to promise to marry the girl. He went back 
and he brought this young girl over here. He brought her to that 
place. He told the girl that that was the place where his god 
mother lived, He left the young girl there and then he ran away 


into the country. 


"The girl was left alone in the care of the old woman, 


She did not know what to do, She was waiting for the young man who 
promised to marry her. Soon,as the days went by she knew what had 
happened to her. She was very unhappy. But she had no choice, 

She did what she was told, but she was very unhanpy while doing 
this sort of work. Many young men got to know her very well. One 
of them sympathized with her. He knew how she must have suffered. 
Soon the girl came to trust this young man. She told him the story 
of her life, And the young man felt sad for her. He decided to 
helyn her get out of the mess. Because he was so very sorry for 

the girl. 

"The young girl was hanvy. All the time that she was doing 
this sort of work, inside of her she rebelled against it. The 
sooner that she got out of this sort of life, the hapnier she would 
be. So the young man had the old woman arrested. And the young 


man who brought the girl over here was sentenced to five years in 


jail. 


"Phe young girl went into a certain institution. A sort of 
a school, but without much freedom in it. Now there was another 
man who lived in the country who knew this girl. He liked her very 
much. He wanted to marry her, : 

"While the girls was snending her days in the school she said 


to herself that life was cruel. Unjust. Pitiful. She decided 


that men were just animals, savages. All they cared for were pleasure 


and beauty. And they did not care how they got it. Slowly but 


steadily the young lady formed in her mind that someday somehow she 
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would revenge and enjoy herself at the exnense of men. So when 
the man from the country offered to marry her she accented, She 
did not love him at all. For what is love to her after all these 
years of hell and torture, She would use all of his money, make 
him buy her jewels and diamonds and then she would run away from 
him and get another man, And then she would do the same to him. 
And all the time she would be enjoying herself at their expense, 

"Before the girl could come out of that school the young man 
had to vay a bail. Then the girl came out. She married the man 
from the country. And they moved into the country to live. There 
the man had a good business. And he made a lot of money, 

"The young lady had jewels, money, and clothes. She just 
spent and syent and the man bought her whatever she wished. 

"After a year and a half of living with this man she got 
tired of him. She wanted to leave him. ‘The man was shocked. The 
young lady came out to San Francisco alone. The man was frantic. 
At San Francisco the young lady made the acquaintance of another 
man. This man had money, he is what the Americans would call a 
"sugar daddy." The young lady liked him a cont At that ee she 
was only a little over twenty years of age. The sugar daddy was 
well in the forties. 

“She later married this man. and that man had to nay over to 
the man in the country a big sum of money before he would allow 
the other man to marry his former wife. And as with her former 


husband she had money, she had jewels, and she had clothes, 


And she stayed over at a girl friend's house four time a week, 
The new husband did not like it. They began to have quarrels, 
First once a week, then two or three times a day, Soon nothing 
can be done and the lady left that man. 

“She was out free again and ready to prey unon another man 
with nlenty of wealth. She found him soon, This time it was: an 
Cakland man. Yes, he too was very wealthy. He was old. Not too 
old, but he was fifty-one. She married him. And there was a lot 
of trouble. But that was vreacefully settled after a great deal of 
difficulty. , 

"Now while she was in Oakland, she went over to San Francisco 
very often. This her husband did not like so much, They began to 
quarrel. There was no harmony in the home. During all this time 
the woman had accumulated a great amount of jewels and money. When- 
ever she wanted money to snend she always asked the man for it. 
Even though she had a lot etter own money she did not spend it. 

"She always asked the man for money. First the man allowed 
her so much a week. But as the weeks went by she demanded more 
and more. Soon the man asked why she wanted so much, she had not 
much expenses since he bought everything for her. The woman 
threatened to leave the man if he did not comply with her wishes, 
So the man gave the woman what she wished for a few weeks more, 
Then he realized that that would never do. So he stopped his 
allowances until the lady decided to take less, The woman would not. 
She wanted that much and she is polite tp get it. 

"So they quarreled and quarreled. And then the lady told the 
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man to send her back to China because she did not like to live here 
any more. She did not want a divorce because there was too much 
trouble. She had been married so many times. And separated so 
many times. So the man decided to send her back to avoid all the 
bitter quarrels they had been having. Now the lady bought a great 
deal of new and high-priced furniture, Since she was going back 
she sold it all to her friends at a much lower cost than what she 
originally vaid for them, She sold many of her jewels and rings 
without letting her husband know anything about it. 

"In China what is going to hannen to her no one knows. Per- 
haps she would continue with her search for more men to take money 
away from or perhaps she would change over and reform. No one knows. 
Meanwhile it is honed that everything would come out for the best." 

And so here we have another one of those stories which we like 
to write so much about. As we said before, after all this writing 
about unfaithful men and women one would think that most Chinese are 
like that. 

But they are not. 

Perhaps in the near future we will write about the nrince 
and the princess who live happily hereafter. And we will cover 
the story with an abundance of sugar and sweetness, 

At least it will be a change for us. For those who are puri- 
tanical will like that sort of cream puff stories. Delicate and 
charming. 


But we would rather take strong red meat stuff. Yes sir. 
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The story of this woman is rather strange and unusual. Be- 
cause it is only once in a blwmoon that we hear of a Chinese 
ey who married two or three times. In fact it was said that 
she married four times. Very soon, in a few days, she will sail 
away from America, She will never come back, because she cennot, 
She will go back to the land wherefrom, about eleven years ago, she 
came over here with the intention of marrying a young man. What 
thoughts there are in her mind, what sufferings in her eyes, one 
will never guess, 

She must be rather unhanpy after what has hannened to her, 
But perhans after all these long years she has forgotten what un- 
hanpiness is, Perhaps she is having a lot of fun chasing around 
from one person to another. Perhaps not. 

in China she might change over, But it is doubtful, 

She is another of the many whose life is broken and perhaps 
ruined because of events that happened to her. Not that it was 
her fault at all. Like La Esmeralda in one of Hugo's stories she 
too is like a spider caught in its own web. and the web is life 
itself, | 


But there is a chance that the spider might get out of it. 
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A Woman 


How many of the Chinese men over here are famous? Very few. 
Which one could compare f vorably with Confucius or Mencius? Or 
are we asking too much? It seems that the average Chinese men 

ie content as long as he i able to make a living and raise a fami- 
ly. As long as they have means of making a living and enough to 
_ support a few children, they considered themselves as lucky. So 
it is not strange that alaobt everyone is living just an average 
life. None axe famous in “i field of science like Pasteur. Mone 
is famous in the field of liberatore like Sinclair Lewis or Pearl 
Buck. Nor ~are there any who is as famous as Admiral Byrd. 

But how could they nslke a name for themselves when they are 


not Pras brought up with the aim of making Leu caives famous. ‘They 


! 
are satisfied with raising a fas and working for a living. Very 
few of them would care to spend years in research to find results 
in the interesting few of a How many of the aversge 
Chinese women would care to work and labor year after year in the 
discovery of radium like Madame Curie. Just s few or perhaps, more 
truly, none. So it is not strange that we have no one who could 
stand in the Hall of Fame AaBiite Shakspere, IMilton, Washington, 


Napoleon, Millikan and a vast scores of others. 


Ye have generals and political leaders, but most of them 


could be considered as demagogues. So to have anyone who could 
make a name for himself in the \various art, that person must come 
from this present generation. hat person must have the opportu- 
nity to learn, to think, and to| concentrate. 

True, in the olden days we have a great deal of famous men 
like the famous king that built jthe great wall. But he was a 


scoundrel according to history textbooks. He was stupid enough 
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to burn all of the famous literature and books of medicine of his 
time. It is said that en he fell sick there was no one who could 
take care of him as all bf the books of medicine were burned. He 
died because of his cruelty and stupidity. Also that all of the 
literature of those days were saved because of a few old man. They 
remembered everything and they reconstructed the language so that 
the later generations could profit themselves. Of course, we are 
not living in the olden times now and we can not tell whether it is 
true or not. hat we know\is what We hear’so we have to consider 
it as true. 
sO to Know anyone wh aia anything out of the ordinary we 
consider as a little strange and perhaps a little odd. All of 
the people we know live a so called routine life. Ordinary. 
We would like to hear of a Chinese Gertrude Stein if such a thing 
is possible. And then perhaps we would hear such things as: 
The grass, the tall green grass, the tall shorter green grass, 
the short taller green grass, the grass, the grass, the green grass, 
the grass, the grass. Ahem. 

That is to say we will be stunned if we know anyone who 
does not have any children,| who is not born in a village, who is 
not maxry and have a long line of "brats! who does not work for 
& living, who does not slay mah jong, and who does not wish to go 
back and kick the bucket. {; Pardon the slang. 

All of this superfluous speech and paragraphs is our modest 
introduction to the following story. . 

This is perhaps the jleast ordinary of all our stories. It 
is not so routine and common. 


It is the story of a woman doctor and her life. 
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In China we have the pulse reading doctors. ‘hey are the most 
common. Some, a few of them, have the good opportunity to be edu- 
cated in America and their bugsiness and equipment are up to date. 
Some conduct their business half-Chinese half-American. 

And the story of this lady is in the latter group. 

She is thirty-five years of age. Her husband is forty-one. 
They have no children of their own, only an adopted daughter. They 
are rich people as far as Chinese is concerned. 

The ambition of this woman ever since she was a little girl 
was to become a doctor. Her parents were so surprised at her aim 
that they did everything they could do to block her from becoming 
@ physician. A woman doctor? it was a shame. But that did not 
stop the girl from going siccagh gaat she planned. 

The parents could do nothing and they finally consented to 
let the daughter do what she wanted. Now the parents today are 
glad that they did let their daughter go through with her plans 
for today the daughter is considered the finest doctor in Nam Long 
Hure | 

The young lady began to read books about medicine and anything 
pertaining to the medical profession. She studied under a special 
doctor and she went to three years of medical school. She is not 
& surgeonnor a doctor of great reputatbon. Her main job is to care 
for woman during the time of pregnancy and at childbirth. 

Besides being 9 doctor theis woman is a tailor. And she made 
a great deal of money in that profession. 

This woman great ambition was to become a great doctor in 
a big city. But she could not because she was not allow to do it. 


She did not have enough education to become a Segt- great doctor. 
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But for her to work and conduct her business in a little town 
was all right. ihen the woman saw how the women in the villages 
suffered she said to herself that money was not the important thing 
to her. She wished to ease ifs sufferings from the faces of the 
villagers. Her husband worked in Hong Kong. He owned a leather 
goods store. He came home onee a year for a vacation. The com- 
bined incomes of the husband and wife were enough to make anyone 
jealous. 

Naturally the adopted daughter had many privileges that other 
girls of her age missed. She studied under a private tutor. Une 
of the most noted. She is fourteen years of.age. Although she is the 
adopted daughter of a rich man she is not spoiled in any way. 

The woman doctor does not prescribe herbs. She uses American 
medicine. Once in a month she goes to Shanghai to buy medical supplies. 
She has not lost a single baby or mother during her entire career. 

During her entire life, the doctor had not much time for leisure. 
Often she was called up in the middle of the night to attend a sick 
person or an expectant mothers She was a very popular person in the 
town. (Whenever anyone got married or if there was any sort of enter- 
tainment she had to be present. And in her spare time she cut and sew 
clothes. She had very little time for rest or recreation. 

And year after year the doctor carried on with her work. Always 
the desire to open an office in the big city stayed in the mind of 
the woman. But it will always remain a dream to her. 

After all perhapsiit was for the best that the woman is conducting 
the business in the small town. She did not have much competition. 

In the big cities there was a great deal of competition going on. 


In the town Of Nam Long Hur she was the most famous doctor they had. 
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Now this doctor had a great desire to come to America. She 
did not want to come to work. She already made a great deal of money 
in China. She saved up this money for a trbp over here. She came 
over with her husband. ‘They lived in San Francisco. 

The daughter stayed in China, 

During her stay: in the city she went and visited many hospitals 
to see what they were like. 

The woman's special job was to take care of expectant mothers. 
She made her own cough medicine. She could take care of people who 
had a cold or who was suffering from a slight illness. 

She could not do any kind of Surgical work. But in the little 
towns, strangely enough, few needed surgical work. ‘The people had 
children and they caught cold and that was. about all that the ‘bke 
peoovle suffered from. 

She did not understand why the people in the city suffered 
from so many illness. Appendicitis, tuberculosis, and cancer. 

These are the most common diseasesin America today. 

She related some of the things shige fre 

"When I arrived in America 1 understood that as soon as the 
child is of age, they had their tonsils taken out. In China we 
never had such things. All of the children grew up with their tonsils. 
They did not have to take them out. Without, perhaps it was for the 
best to have the tonsils taken out. But some of the Ghildren were 
not worst off because they did not have theirs extracted." 

The husband is not working. ‘They do not expect to stay more 
than a year here. ‘The wife wished to return to the town to work. 
the Rusband foes to the stage shows everynight whenever possible. 


And the wife goes wisiting in the evening. 


: re Pret a is as af : é 
Lot BSESSOSL 


“ 


(6) 


The woman told about life in the town. 

"I always had friends come to my house for dinner. ‘Three times 
a week the people from the neighborly villages came into town to buy 
food and commodities for the »veople in the village. The people 
came into town on Mondays, Wednesday; and Saturday; On these days 
there was always some people who came to the house. We had celebra- 
tions and everybody enjoyed themselves. 

"On New Year's Day I received many gifts from my patients. ‘These 
gifts run from duck eges to fancy home-made cakes. lhany of these 
patients did not pay me for my work. And their ACE show their 
appreciation for what I have done to them. 

"I went to school in Canton City. At that school there were 
Seventy pupbls studying to become doctors. All of them me a HA 
two of them. I graduated in three years. All of the other students 
graduated much later. Generally speaking no one conld become a 
doctor with but three years of education. But I studied hard sana 
earnestly and the school let me get through in three years. 

"America is so up to date. I marveled at the modern equip- 
ment. ‘The X-rays, the vidlet rays, the infra-red rays. The hos- 
pitals are so well equipped. 

"Wwe see very little of these modern instruments in China. 

In the big cities there are modern equipment no doubt.” 

She was the most famous student in that medical school. She 
graduated from that school in the least amount of time. She thinks 
that America is a fine place to live in and a very good pjace to 
work. People over here gets good wages, she thinks. 

She said, "I really donft know how people with small feet 


like some of the Chinese women could ever walk up those steep streets 
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of San Francisco." 

She is returning next year to Zhina to continue her work. 

She does not think that being a doctor means giving up the pleasures 
and fun of life. She likes the work very much. Zver since she 

wae little she sari to become a doctor. And now that she had be- 
come one she does not think that her decision was wrong. 

The husband when he came over with his wife left his store 

in the care of his brother. In Hong Kong, the store is one ofthe 
finest in the city. Every year when the husdand went back to the 
town to visit his wife he left the store in trust of his partner. 

This woman was the most famous doctor they had in the town. 
Before the woman settled'in that time some 014 man gave advice to 
the sick. The advice that these 01d men gave were things that wefe 
told to them by their forefather. 

Some of the things that they adviced be ginger and pepper 
cooxed in rice. Young cats for people who Bein have much lack in 
basiness affairs. Snakes and dogs and an agglomeration of ugly 
and odd things. 

hen this woman came: to the town she tola the people to 
abolish the odd doings. ilany took her advice. Some did not. 

It is a fortunate thing that this little town had the ser- 
vices of this doctor. She is bringing newer life and tesching the 
inhabitants to drop their superstition. 

In a way she is modernizing the little town. And many towns 
need modernizing. 

And when the womsn retgrn, she would continue with her work 
and she will know that she had done her part in educating and 


helping the people in the town. 
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A Woman 


ei 


How many of the Ghinese men over here are famous? Very 
few, Which one could*:compare favorably with Confucus or 
Mencius? Or are we asking too much? It weems that the 
average Chinese men is content as long as he is able to 
make a living and raise a family. As long as they have 

a means of making a living and enough to support a few 
children, they considered themselves as lucky. So it is 
not strange that almost everyone is living just an average 
life. None is famous in the field of science like Pasteur. 
tione is famous in the field of literature like Sinclair 
Lewis or Pearl Buck. Nor is there any who is as famous 

as Admiral Byrd. 


But how could they make a name for themselves when they 
are not brought up with the aim of making themselves 
famous. They are satisfied with raising a family and 
working for a living. Very few of them would care to spend 
years in research to find results in the interesting field 
of chemistry. How many of the average Chinese women would 
care to work and labor year after year in the discovery 

of radium like Madame Curie. Just a few or perhaps, more 
truly, none. So it is not strange that we have no one 
who could stand in the Hall of Fame beside Shakespere, 
Milton, Washington, Napoleon, Millikan and a vast score 

of others. 


We have generals and political leaders, but most of them 
could be considered as demagogues. So to have anyone who 
could make a name for himself in the various art, that 
person must come from this present generation. That person 
must have the opportunity to learn, to think, and to con- 
centrate. 


True, in the olden days we have a great deal of famous men 
like the famous king that built the great wall. But he was 
a scoundrel according to history textbooks. He was stupid 
enough to burn all of the famous literature and books of 
medicine of his time. It is said that when he fell sick 
there was no one who could take care of him as all of the 
books of medicine were burned. He died because of his 
eruelty and stupidity. Also that all of the literature 

of those days were saved because of a few old man. They 
remembered everything and they reconstructed the language 
so that the later generations could profit themselves. 

Of course, we are not living in the olden times now and 

we ean not tell whether it is tru or not. What we know 

is what we hear so we have to consider it as true, 


So to know anyone who did anything out of the ordinary we 
consider as a little strange and perhaps a little odd. 

All of the people we know live a so called routine life. 
Ordinary. We would like to“hear of a Chinese Gertrude Stein 
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4 A Woman 


if such a thing is possible. And then perhaps we would 
hear such things as: The grass, the tall green grass, the 
tall shorter green grass, the short taller green grass, the 
grass, the grass, the green grass, the grass, the grass, 
Ahem. 


That is to say we will be stunned if we know anyone who 
does not have any children, who is not born in a village, 
who is not married and have a long line of "brats" who does 
not work for a living, who does not play mah jong, and who 
does not wish to go back and kick the bucket. Pardon the 
slang. 


All of this superfluous speech and paragraphs is our modest 
introduction to the following story. 


This is perhaps the least ordinary of all our stories, 
It is not so routine and common. 


It is the story of a woman doctor and her life. 


In China we have the pulse reading doctors. They are the 
most common. Some, a few of them, have the good opportuni¢y 
to be educated in Ameriea and their business and equipment 
are up to date. Some conduct their business half-G@hinese 
and half -American. 


And the story of this lady is in the latter Zroupe 


She is thirty-five years of age. Her husband is forty-one, 
They have no children of their own, only an adopted daughter, 
They are rich people as far as Chinese is concerned, 


The ambition of this woman ever since she was a little girl 
was to become a doctor. Her parents were sO surprised at 
her aim that they did everything they could do to bloek 
her from becoming a physician. A woman doetor? It was 

a shame. But that did not stop the girl from going 
through with what she planned, 


The parents could do nothing and they finally consented 

to let the daughter do what she wanted. Now the parents 
today are glad that they did let their daughter go through 
with her plans for today the daughter is considered the 
finest doctor in Nam Long Hur. 


The young lady began to read books about medicine and any- 
thing pertaining to the medical profession. She studied 
under a special doctor and she went to three years of 
medical school, She is not a. surgeon or a doctor of 

great reputation. Her main job is to eare for woman 
during the time of pregnancy and at ehildbirth, 
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Page #5 6 [ 
A Woman | 


Besides being a doctor this woman is a tailor. And she 
made a great deal of money in that profession, 


This woman great ambition was to become a great doctor in 
a big city. But she could not because she was not allow to 
do it. She did not have enough education to become a great 
doctor. 


But for her to work and conduct her business in a little 
town was all right. When the woman saw how the women in 
the villages suffered she said to herself that money was 
not the important thing to her. She wished to ease the 
sufferings from the faces of the villagers. Her husband 
worked in Hong Kong. He owned a leather goods store, 

He came home once a year for a vacation. The combined 
incomes of the husband and wife were enough to make anyone 
jealous. 


Naturgally the adopted daughter had many privileges that 
other girls of her age missed. She studied under a private 
tutor. One of the most noted. She is fourteen years of 
age. Although she is the adopted daughter of a rich man 
she is not spoiled in any way. 


The woman doctor does not prescribe herbs. She uses 
American medicine. Qne in a-month she goes to Shanghai 
to buy medical supplies. She has not lost a single baby 
or mother during her entire career, 


During her entire life, the doctor had not much time for 
leisure. Often she was called up in the middle of the 

night to attend a siek person or an expectant mother. She 
was a very popular person in the town. Whenever anyone 

got married or if there was any sort of entertainment 

she had to be present. And in her spare time she cut and 

sew clothes. She had very little time for rest or recreation, 


And year after year the doctor carried on with her work, 
Always the desire to open an office in the big city stayed 
in the mind of the woman. But it will always remain a 
dream to her. 


After all perhaps it was for the best that the woman is 
conducting the business in the small town. She did not 
have much competition. In the big cities there was a 
great deal of competition going on. In the town of Nam 
Long Hur she was the most famous doctor they had. 


Now this doctor had a great desire to come to America. 

She did not want to come to work, She already made a great 
deal of money in China. She saved up this money for a 
trip over here. She came over with her husband. They 
lived in San Francisco. > 


The daughter stayed in China. 
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A Woman, 


During her stay in the city she went and visited many 
hospitals to see what they were like. 


The woman's special job was to take care of expectant 
mothers. She made her own cough medicine. She could 
take care of people who had a cold or who was suffering 
from a slight illness. 


She could not do any kind of surgical work. But in the 
little towns, strangély enough few needed surgical work, 
The people had children and they caught cold and that was 
about all that the people suffered from. 


She did not understand why the people in the city 

suffered from so many illness. Appendicitis, tuberculosis, 
and cancer. These are the most common diseases in America 
today. 


She related some of the things about China, 


"When I arrived in America I understood that as soon as 
the child is of age, they had their tonsils taken out. 
In China we never had such things. All of the children 
grew up with their tonsils. They did not have to take 
them out. Without doubt perhaps it was for the best to 
have the tonsils taken out. But some of the children 


were not worst off because they did not have theirs extracted. 


The husband is not working. They do not expect to stay 
more than a year here. The wife wished to return to the 
town to work. The husband goes to the stage shows every 
night whenever possible. And the wife goes visiting in 
the evening. 

The woman told about life in the town. 


"I always had friends come to my house for dinner. Three 
times a week the people from the neighborly villages came 
into town to buy food and commodities for the people in 
the village. The people came into town on Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays. On these days there was always 
some people who came to the house. We had celebrations 
and everybody enjoyed themselves. 


"On New Year's Day I received many gifts from my patients. 
These gifts run from duck eggs to fancy-home-made cakes. 
Many of these patients did not pay me for my work, And 
their gifts were to show their appreciation for what I 
have done to them, 


"I went to sehool in Canton City. At that school there 
were seventy pupils studying to become doctors. Ali of 
them passed except two of them. I graduated in three years. 
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A Woman 


All of the other students graduated much later. Generally 
speaking no one could become a doctor with but three years 
education. But I studied hard and earnestly and the school 
let me get through in three years. 


“america is so up to date. I marveled at the modern 
equipment. The Z-rays, the violet rays, the infra-red 
rays. The hospitals are so weil equipped. 


"We see very little of these modern instruments in China. 
In the big cities there are modern equipment no doubt." 


She was the most famous student in that medical school. 
She graduated from that school in the least amount of 
time. She thinks that America is a fine place to live 
in and a very good place to work. People over here get 
good wages, she thinks. 


She said, "I really don't know how people with small feet 
like some of the Chinese women could ever walk up those 
steep streets of San Francisco," 


She is returning next year to China to continue her work. 
She does not think that being a doctor means giving up 
the pleasures and fun of life. She likes the work very 
much. Ever since she was little she wanted to become a 
doctor. And now that she had become one she does not 
think that her decision was wrong. 


The husband when he came over with his wife left his tore 
in the care of his brother. In Hong Kong, the store is 

one of the finest in the city. Every year when the husband 
went back to the town to visit the wife he left the store 
in trust of his partner. 


This woman was the most famous doctor they had in the town. 
Before the woman settled in that time some old man gave 
advice to the sick. The advice that these old men gave 
were things that were told to them by their forefathers. 


Some of the things that they adviced were ginger and pepper 
cooked in rice. Young cats for people who did not have 

much luck in business affairs. Smaked and dogs and an 
agglomeration of ugly and odd things. When this woman came 
to the town she told the people to abolish the odd things. 
Many took her advice. ‘Some did not. It is a fortunate thing 
that this little town had the services of this doctor,. 

She is bringing newer life and teaching the inhabitants 

to drop their superstition. 


In a way she is modernizing the little town. And many towns 
meed modernizing. 


And when the woman return, she would continue with her 
work and she will know that she had done her part in 
educating and helping the people in the town. 
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The Life Story of a Boy 


Many times we have heard of the saying that bruth is 
stranger than fiction. Perhps nothing could verify this 
better than the life story of this boy. 


Those of us who read the books of Pearl Buck know that 
she is an authority on Chinese life. [In her book, "Sons", )°»™' 
she shows us the conflict of the bandits and the poor farmers. 
Also in the same book she describes the looting, the lust, 
the killing, and the desires of the roving bandits. Through 
her books we are fascinated by the adventure, the exeitement 
of the story. But it seems to me that to know a person who 
Aad been through adventures more or less parallel to théstory 
USons"/is still a greater adventure. 


This boy is about eighteen years old. I knew him when 
he was living across the street from us at the time we were 
living on Webster Street. He was born in China, and this 
was a fact that I never knew until he told it to me not so long 
aZO~e 


| And then and only then that I knew that his life story _ 
1s more thrilling than some of the books I have been reading. ' 


It happened that I was talking to this boy one day. I 
have no intention 6f interviewing him. I was talking to him 
asking him if he knew anyone that I could talk to. I was tell- 
ing him what I was doing. I think that He never intended that 
I write a stroy about him. But it was one of those things that 
just happened. He talked and I listened. Before he completed 


his narrative I knew that he eould supply me with material in 
plentitude. ' 


vac. And the story he unfolded was so real that it /was all the 
Barmarks of a tale that is not true. 


He lived in a little village called Gan Tow in Canton, 
He was barely seven when he came over to America. The whole 
story that he told to me was told to him by his father. The 


td could not remember much because he was so young at the 
me. 


His father was born over here in America. And like the 
majority of the Chinese at that time he went back to China to 
get married. Over here in America he was working in the ary 


goods business. And little by little he saved enough to go 
back. 


He married and a few years later a son was born to them. 
In China whenever a son is born there was great rejoicing. The 
years rolled by one after another. The father then decided to 
come over to America. He was bringing his entire family over. | 


An incident took place then. And as a result of this in- 
cident the father made a final decision to come over. Perhps 
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if this had not happened the family today might still be living 
in China. 


{_Even today the boy's mother is effected by what happened 
and she does not know when she would be able to free herself 
of the obligations which came as a result of the happening. © 


In China in the olden days bandits roamed the country- 
wide. They made it a specialty to loot the little tiny vill- 
ages because they knew possitively that the people could not 
offer any sort of resistanee. These bandits roamed around in 
groups. Most of them were poor people. And banditry was' more 
or less their life work. And whenever a horde of bandits swoop= 
ed down upon a tyny village, the people had just as much chance 
as a craft)on a dark and stormy sea. 


The village of Gan Tow was another one of the remote 
villages that one finds so much of in China. The population 
did not exceed a few hundred. The poorer people lived in 
little wooden shacks. The more prosperous lived in brick- 
bullt houses. And that alone would be enough to give the 
occupants away as people of wealth. 

[Rumors were floating around my mouth chatter that a) 
group of bandits had attacked a neighboring village. (The 
people lived in little wooden snaeye, The people in Gan Tow 
hoped and prayed to the earthen gods that they might be spared 
any unfortunate visits by these bandits to their village. 


But all to no avail. One morning in early dawn the ban- 
dits rode down upon the village and caught it completely un- 
aware. In spite of the fact that the people there knew that 
the bandits would be coming, they were caught off their guard. 
Nevertheless many had the good fortune to be able to escape. 


The majority of the people were asleep at the time. The 
Boy's father was awakened by the noise and chatter of the ban- 
Gits. Instinct told him not to look and find ont what it was 
that was causing all the noise. He knew--he acted. He tock 
the little boy up on the roef, There was a secret way up there 
that no one knew except members of the family. The boy&g mother 
was asleep at the time, 


The father learned by the rumor that the bandits did not 
capture any women from the neighboring villages. But unfortuns- 
tely this time they did. In his haste to escape the father had 
completely forgotten his wife. He thought that the bandits 
would leave as soon as they had looted the villege. But again 
he was wrong. 


The bandits looted the whole village, burned all the store 
houses, kidnapped and captured every single person who did not 
escape. Many who departed from the village never saw it again. 


In his excitement in escaping the father dropped the 
little boy off the roof. The boy was almost killed. However, 
he got well. The bandits left. The father came down. The 
furniture in the house Werejall broken. The servants were mis- 
sing. His wfie was missing. ; 
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- The father sat there alone and did not know what to do. He 
had a little money and wished to get his wife back. But he knew 
that he would need a great deal more before he could be able to 
pay the ransom. 


Many days passed by. There was no news as to what had 
happened to the captives. 


The father was worried. The blood and the bodies were still 
visible to the eyes. The whole village was a hollow and desolate 
place. 


The bandits came back four times. And every time the little 
nook on the roof top saved the life of the boy and the man. The 
boy's mother was hidden away on a distant hill. 


Immediately after the fourth visit of the robbers the boy 
and the man moved over to Sak Kay. This city was larger and the 
bandits rarely or never visited it. 


The father was making all sorts of negotiations with the 
bandits but all were no use. He could not reath them directly. 


A moth sped by. 


During this time the father had met a man who knew another 
man who knew the bandits. And it was through this man that the 
father paid over the money and got his wife back. 


"And when my mother got back she was just a gaunt.skeleton. 
We lived in Sak Kay until my mother got well. My father borrowed. 
all of his money in order to get my mother back. .We were wiped aut 
of our fortune and my father decided to come over.and start anew.” 


Thus ended this boy's early childhood in China. 


t I wanted to know about his life over here and I asked hin, 
just what have you been doing since you came over?" 


"We lived in San Franesico when we first came over. My 
two brothers were born over there. My mother worked day in and 
day out sewing clothes. My father managed to get a job working 
in the dollar) store. I went to school in San Franciseo. A few 
yoare sever Myfemlly moved over to Oakland. My father worked 
in ithe Dollar store|in Oakland. Right now he is still working 
there. My mother continued with the sewing. I sold papers on 
the street corners. My father and mother make just enough to 
live on. My mother letome keep my own money and she let.mé do 
what I wish with it." 


"Do you sell papers now?" I questioned him. 


‘I have been selling papers for the last two years. I managed 
somehow to save enough to buy myself a radio. I even took out a 
policy in life insurance which I paid for myself. Instead of pay- 
ing quarterly premiums, I pay my premiums once a year. Every 
summer I go into the country and pick fruits. And during the 

school semesters I work at different school jobs. By doing all this 


work I am making enough money for expenses and yet have enough to 
spend for pleasure, 
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"What do you do in your spare time?" 


"On school days I do not have much time. I work after 
school. Ido not go to the Chinese school. 


"What do you do for pleasure?" 


"Twice a week I go to my friend's house to play mah jong 
(the good old reliable game). We play just for the fun of it. 
I never play for money. I am a regular movied fan. I go to the 
shows on the average of about two or three times a week. I read 
books and I enjoy swimming. I play tennis every morning on 
Saturdays and Sundays at the First Avenue Park. 


"Tell me about your work in the country." 


"Every summer I go into the country with a group of boys. 
The year before last I went into a little town near Grass Valley. 
last year I went into Courtland. This summer I went to the same 
place also. Years ago a person could make from fifty to a hundred 
dollars by picking fruit#. Now a person is fortunate if he could 
make fifty dollars. This summer I went into the country too late. 
When I reached there the people were already started. I worked 
there a few weeks and I came out to Oakland. I went into another 
little town where I worked for a few days. I managed to make just 
a few dollars. Then I came out here again and I went into another 
little town where I worked there a few days. By this time Schhol 
was almost beginning. Although I made about forty dollars alto- 
gether. It was through this work that I managed to pay my in- 
surance premium," 


"Is the work very hera?" 


"To me it is not very hard. I have been used to it. Some 
of the boys that went in with me complained about the pain in their 
back and shoulders. All of us have to get up early in the morning. 
The first thing we do was to eat rice. And then we started work 
almost immediately. We worked until five in the evening. Because 
of the fact that we have to get up early, we sleep very early. In 
the evening the group of boys and myself played bridge. It was 
in the country that I learned how to play mah jong. Sometimes we 
have a day off and we do not have to work. On Sundays we do not 
work at all. During the deys that we were off the boys and I went 
into the neighboring town to see a motion picture." 


"Why did you quit your newspaper work?" 


"When I was going to the grammar school and the junior high 
school I did not have much homework to do. But when I started to 
go to high school I needed the time to do my work. It was for this 
reason that I quit my newspaper work. Instead of doing that I 
worked at a school job. I have to work after school for only an 
hour or two. Of course I do not make as much as I would if TI had 
continued with my newspaper work/" 


though that this was enough questioning on my part about 
him so I changed the subjedt and asked him about his father. 
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"Do you remember what year that you and your father and 
your mother came over?" 


"I do not know definitely what year I came over. I think 
it was around 1925. I cannot remeber anything about the trip at 
a" 


oe 
"How old is”your father and mother?" 


My father is fity three and my mother is thirty four. My 
small] brother is nine years old and my other brother is almost 11 
years old. 


; "The real reason for your father coming over is because of 
the bandits, is it not?" 


"It is, and of eourse he came over here to make a living. 
And in spite of the fact that we are over here for a good many 
years we are still in debt. Somehow we do not make enough to pay 
back all of the money that my father borrowed from his friends to 
pay for the ransom of my mother." ; 


He continued, "my mother is always sick. Already in the 
past few years she had three major operations. It's a wonder 
how she every time lives through them. But the moment shé gets 
well she works just as hard as ever. I have worked quite hard 
for a boy, but the outside of a few colds and sane little small 
ailments I never and any major illness.” 


"What do you plan to do after you finish high school?" 


"My father wants me to go back to study. Perhaps for a few 
years. And they say I could come over again if I wish. Or I eoula 
stay back there and work there. I wish to be a mechanic.;. Perhpas 
an aviator. I would like very much to bevand go to a mechanical 
school, 


ha 

‘| By talking to this boy I knew that he did not have an easy 
life. He knows hardship and suffering, And because of that I 
know that he will be successful in whatever he wishes to ®. He 
told me also that his father and mother plan to return to China 
someday and settle there permanently. | 


He said,"before I end my story I wish to tell you something 
quite humorous and yet rather sad. My father told me that when 
I was about two years old I was engaged to a girl baby who was about 
nine months old. In some of the more remote places of Ching in 
those olden days the parents planned the marriage of their sons and 
daughters away ahead of time. If I had stayed in China, by now, 
I would probably have married her. As it is, today she is married 
to another man, and I do not remember her st all. This incident 
is funny to me because it is so quaint. Sad, because it still shows 
the backwardness of our country. I have no doubt that even today 
many marriages are planned that same way." 


__. Thus did this boy end his life story. I was fascinated by 
his whole life. By comparing his life to mine I know that I have 


missed a lot of excitement and adventure because of the fact that I 
was born here. 
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| An Interview With a Boy $ if 
This boy is now seventeen years of age. He went back to | 
China when hw wast welve years old. His birthplace is America. He 
stayed in China for four years. Mam would think that a boy of 
seventeen would not have machibottell. ut I knew this boy be- 
fore he went back to China. I was sure I could get a lot of in- 
formation out of him. 


This boy was in the fifth grade at the Lincoln School before 
he went back. He went to a little mission school on sixth street 
where he lears the Chinese lagnuage for the mere sum of twenty-five 
cents a month. The health of this boy was not very good. And his 
mother decided that the change of climate would do him good. The 
boy suffered from a continuous cough that had his mother worrying 
all the time. He was strong and sturdy and full of vitality but 
nevertheless his mother was worried about him. 


He went back to study and also for his health. When he came 
Over again he was well again. M5ut he was disappointed that he did 
not learn very mcuh,. ; 


He has a grandmother in China who was alive at the time. 
She lived in a little hamlet which traslated in English would sounha 
something like Ho Chung. 


First when he went back to China, he went to school in the 
village. Sut his mother over here in America was dissatisfied 
with the results as her son could not write a letter to her in the 
native language. The boy later went to another scholl’ where food 
and board were provdied to the students. 


The boy grew lonely and later after a few months stay at that 
school he went back to the village to study. His mother over here 
in America could not do anything aboutvuit. The boy's grandmother 
like the boy back at the village because he could be near her. And 
since the toy was the son of her son she treat him nice. The mother 
here thought that the grandmother was spoiling the boy. And when 
she received a letter from her brother telling her that her son was 
going around with bad company, she immediately made the boy came over 
to America. 


This boy missed many years in the English school and when he 
Came over to America, he has to start in the sixth grade. +f he 
hasn't gone back to China, he would be in high school now. Right 
not this boy is attending the Westlake Jr. High Sechool. . He is 
in the low ninth grade. 


When he came over after his stay in China, he was very thing. 
When asked why, he answered that the schools where he went did not 
provide enough food to the students. 


It is a little over a year now since he came over and the only 
change that has come over his is that his cough is campletely gone 
and that he is much taller. 


eas 1 ua stn HG es, tal! gas fe Ws eh. 


we 


nte iO fccn about his fe ‘life in America and his 
ina so I asked him, "Do roy remeber anything about 
childhood that is interesting’ ; 


an 


ns “jell, he @aid, " I always remember that my mother looked 

; .me as a bad boy. Whenever + had a fight with my brother 

if she always took the side of my brother. She even sent me to the 
Chung Mei Home in Berkeley. 4tt is a home where they take in both 
Americans and Chinese boys. My mother thought that by sending me 
there I would come out a good toy. Once a week we go to see a pic- 
ture show. We play everything that is interesting. And each one 
of the boys takes turn in working. I have enough to eat, but my 

7. mother buys extra food and sends it once a week. After a month s tay 
iat that place I was so lonely that my mother finally took me out. 


a ei Then I ask him what education he received before iia back 
to China. 


Bers 3 ny was never a good student, I am frank enough to say that 
most. of my time at school is just time wasted. I went to themission 
school after the English classes. She woman who taught school there 
_ was @ missionary. She charged the students only a quarter a month. 
_ + Considering the price, it was a whole lot better than most of the 
Wo. other schools. " 


BDo you remember anything about your trip back to China?" 


"t went back on the President Cleveland. And like most any 
other oriental, I went back on the steerage class. I went alone. 
There was no one on the boat that I knew. I felt very strange 
during my first days on the boat. The first day that we put out 
to sea I immediately felt seasick. For two or three days I could 
not eat. There was a man on the boat who was considerate enought 
to write to my mother and let her know how I was. I have him the 
address and during the rest of the trip We was a very close friend 
of mine. 1. arrived in China just before the New ‘ear. In fact 
when I reached there preparations were already being plnned to re- 
ceive me. Besides my trunk and clothes I have four boxes of things. 
i Most of these were useful articles such as soap, pins, and all sorts 
of other things. I also brought a bicycle back and the people in 
the little village where my grandmother live just marveled at it. 


ie) ster are the people back there. Are they any different from 
a the ecple in America?" 


"The people there are mor particular in their manners. They 
are more polite. And there are all sorts of uncles, aunts, cousins, 
fiends, and relatives. And if aperson made a mistake such-as call- 
ng a person by the wrong term he is considered as impolite and stupid. 
Over here in America the Chinese are much more informal in their 
gfeetings. The little village where I lived still is considered a 

@ place. — It is not very large. Yet it is anot so small.” 


"Dad you do any sort of work during your stay in China? 


time was spent either at school or at the 
little dh Eyam qT Lae in sone ties) 


s. 7 


when I have nothingto do. While t was at the village I had good 
opportunity to observe all sort of strange customs in the holidays. 
They are strange and at the same time very fantastic. But all very 
fascinating. 1 never take part in the proceedings." 


"How are the living conditions back there?” 


"There is not much difference in the living conditions be- 
tween here and there. People would probably do the same thing 
here as they would over there. In China the people play mah jong 
almost everyday. Hardly a day pass by that the people do not play. 
And the people do not sleep early. The earliest the sleep is around 
eleven o'clock. When there are guests on holidays they would play 
mah jong to early dawn, or they would play dominoes." 


"Did you visit any place while you was in China?” 


"T visit many places in China. I also visit Honolulu When 
i was going back to China. 1 visitied the Pineapple factory there. 
I tought some of the pineapples on board. The next day we were on 
our way to Japan. It took the boat ten days before it reach Tokyo. 
I didn't go ashore. ‘he next day we were on our way to Shanghai. 


"I arrived in Shanghai about a few days abter. I went ashore 
to see some of mi friends. My friends had a party ready for me. 
After the party we went to a Chinese show. I have to gon on board 
after the show. The boat was sailing for Hong Kong. My Uncle met 
me in Hong Kong. ‘hat night I lived in a hotel. My grandmothers 
village was in Canton, 


"T have anuncle who lives in Ski Kay. He is a successful 
doctor. Everyone in Ski Kay depends on him. My aunt is a doctor 
also. When I was sick my uncle took care of me.” 


"T had a happy time in China in December 1931. Jt was my 
uncle's daughter wedding. Il went to the party and saw many friends 
there. Some of the guests stayed at my uncle's house for thee or 
four days because in China they celebrated the wedding for three or 
four days. 


"In my home town they haven't any automobiles. So they have 
to carry the bride in a chair. It was all sostrange and it was 
the first time that I saw a weeking in China. ~ 


"In 1931 I began to feel homesick. -Most of my friends came 
Over to California. And I was left alone. I told my father that I 
wished to come back and he told me that I could. I came back on a 
new boat shat was making its first journey. When 1 came back my 
mother told me that my sister was oing to be mrried. I laughed and 
siad that I had a wedding party in China and Now I am going to have 
one in California." 


"You have a pretty exciting boyhood." 
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"Yes but when I came over I have to start all over. When 1 
raduate from Westlake, I am going to high school. I hope to go to 
Ollege. I pian to be a mechanic. JI hope to go back to China and 

open a mechanic shop. In China there are only a few people who 
know how to do anything dealing with mechanics. 


And here we have a boy who plans in the future to go back to 


his own country to open a shop. He is another person that I have 
interviewed who wishes to go back to China. 
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‘The Miracle Flower 


In the olden times long ago, there lived an old woman 
who was very poor, and when the time came for her to die, 
she called her only child, a son, to her death bed, and she 
said unto him, "After I die, you must bury me in a cool 
comfortable place. Then when darkness comes, you must come to 
my grave alone, and you must not let anyone see you. On 
top of my grave you will ee a@ small flower. Pluck this flower 
and you must forever keep it in your possession. This miracle 
flower will bring you much luck and fortune, and you must 
always remember that." And saying that, the mother passed 
away. The faithful son wept long and hard at the bedside. 

Then following his mother's instruction, he buried her, 
and when the night came, he went alone to the grave. There 
he bowed a few times before the grave. When he looked down 
upon the grave, he saw a small flower spring up, and it was 
& pure and beautiful one. Plucking the flower, and guarding 
it carefully, he came home. 

In the days that followed, he thought often of his life, 
and one day he decided that only by going out into the 
world would he be able to get any opportunities. So taking 
possession of the flower, he journeyed into the outer world. 
While on the way, he suddenly came upon a wounded wolf on 
the roadside. 

"And what could be the matter with you, lying there 


on the road?" the boy demanded. 
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three golden swans. If you could change the other swans 
into human beings again, I shall marry you as your wife." 

The youth listened to all this, and he said, "I shall 
go forward and rescue your two sisters. You wish to come 
to come with me too." 

The girl was very happy, and she followed the youth along. 
Very soon they came upon the hill where the dragon dwelled. 

And she said, "This is the hill where the dragon lived. 
And my two sisters are in capture inside. In order to cap- 
ture the dragon, it is necessary to break down this hill. 
You must break it down!" 

The youth pondered for a long time, and he thought: 
How could one person like me be able to wreck such a moun- 
tainous hill? Then suddenly he remembered what the little 
man told him, and he took out the beard, and gave it one 
blow. Immediately there came into view the midget king and 
many little men. 

The midget king said, "You call us forth to help you 
wreck this hill, is it not?" The youth nodded. 

“The king said, "You do not have to take part in this. 
Just stand at the side and watch us wreck the hits "© Then 
he gave forth a signal, and the many men worked like one 
and lifted the hill up. They made a big hole on the side 
of the mountain. Out of the cave now there came two golden 
swans, and the youth picked up his gun and shot at them. 
Quickly they changed into two beautiful girls. The three 


sisters were then reunited and they rejoiced gladly. 
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When they came out to the house of tin, the midget king 
said, "I shall give you a gun. This gun always shoots straight 
to its mark, and never misses." The youth thanked the king 
for all the valuable gifts given to him. 

Before he left, the little midget whose life had been 
saved, came up to the youth and said, “Over yonder there is 
a hill where an old fierce dragon dwells. This dragon has 
captured three human beings. If you come across this dragon, 
just blow on the beard which was given to you, and I shall 
come immediately to your aid." The youth understood, and 
he took his leave of the midget. 

He continued on his journey, and while on the road, the 
flower spoke out again, "Take me out quickly", and this the 
youth did. The flower flew straight ahead, and the youth 
followed right after. He kept following the flower until 
nightfall when he reached the edge of a great pond. He rested 
himself on the bank of the pond. He noticed three golden 
swans on the water. The youth raised his gun and aimed at 
the smallest of the swans. And he killed it. The other two 
became frightened and flew away. The dead swan suddenly 
blossomed forth into a beautiful girl, and she came to the 
side of the youth and said, "Thank you very much for shooting 

me. I am now become a person again." 

The youth did not understand, and he demanded of the 
beautiful girl, "I do not understand", 

The girl said, "I was originally a daughter of the king 
nearby. .I and my other two sisters were captured by the 


phantom dragon, and it used its power to change us into 
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the small man in his hands, he ran down the mountainside. He 
ran until he reached a cave on the hill. The small man spoke 
up, "This is my home", The youth lay the smalling down. The 
little man said, "Come forward and see my home". And so the 
boy followed along. The small man opened a door, and they 
entered into a house built of wood. Entering another door, 
they came upon a house built entirely of tin. Then into an- 
other room that is built entirely of silver. Then at last 
they came upon a room built of gold. In the middle of this 
room there sat an old white-bearded man. On both sides of 
him were guards all of midget size. 

The little midget spoke up to the old man, "Last night 
in the mountains an old phantom was about to swallow me when 
this youth saved me. That is the reason why I am able to 
tell you all this now." The little king said to the youth, 
"You have saved the life of one of my subjects, and I must 
thank you deeply". Then the old king took out a snow white 
beard, and this he handed over to the youth, and he said, 

"If at any time you need aid for whatever obstacles you might 
encounter, just blow on this beard, and help will come to you", 
The youth thanked the king for this gift, and he hid it under 
his cloak. 

The young man must continue with his journey, and he 
took leave of the midget king. Before he left the king gave 
him an earthen vessel which was filled with water. And he 
said to the youth, "A few drops of this water on a stone, will 


immediately turn the stone into gold", 
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He ran out of the door, and at this moment the flower 
spoke out again, "Take me out". The boy released the flower 
from his grasp, and it blew into the air. "Follow me, 
follow me", it called out. 

The boy ran and ran, and soon he come to the top of the 
hill. By this time, he was all tired out, and settled down 
on a piece of rock to rest himself. At this moment the flow- 
er glided gracefully down, and it spoke out, "Hide me away 
now", The youth then hid both the flower and the hat under 
his cloak. And he settled under a large tree to sleep. 

The night began to darken. In the middle of the night, 
the youth was wakened by strange sounds close to him. He 
startled out of his sleep, and he saw a snake-like creature 
carrying a little man, ready to devour him. The youth picked 
up a large flat sone, and with it , he beat the creature, 

It became frightened, and then scampered away. 

The little man, very small, said, "Pick me up in the 
palms of your hands", The boy did as he was told, and the 
little man bowed once, and said, "You have saved my life, 
and I am very grateful to you. That snake-like creature is 
a phantom. It will come back and make trouble. Let us 
depart." 

The youth said to the little man, "There is no need to 
be afraid. I have in my possession many valuable things." 

Just as he said that, there came crawling along the 
ground a thousand snake-like creatures. Immediately the boy 


put on the wind hat, and thus he became invisible. Carrying 
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golden horns, and this she handed over to the young man. 
Then the boy took the cow to pasture, Now this cow was one 
of wild nature, and made great trouble for the boy, and he 
was powerless to care for it. Then he suddenly remembered 
the hair given to him by the wolf, He quickly blew on it, 
and to his surprise there were thousands of wolves all a- 
round him. They all surrounded the cow, and it was caught 
in the middle. The cow was powerless and so did not cause 
any more trouble. Thus the first day passed in peace. The 
second and third days passed calmly, because the wolves were 
still guarding the cow. At nightfall of the third day, the 
boy took the cow back to the old woman, and when she saw 
the cow unharmed, she praised the boy for his ability. 

"And what do you wish for your reward", she asked the 
boy. "Do you wish gold, or would you rather have clothes?" 

The boy remembered what the fox had told him, and he 
said, "I would like to have the wind hat that is hanging 
on the wall", The old woman shook her head, and answered, 
"The hat is a very precious possession of mine, and I do 
not wish to part with it", 

The boy said, "You have told me that whatever I wish, 
you wild give to me. I only desire the hat." 

The old woman said again, "If it 1s anything else, I 
shall most willingly grant it. But this hat, never!" 

Knowing that nothing else could make the woman give up 
her hat, the boy quickly ran toward the wall, and put on 
the hat. Immediately he bacame invisible. ‘The old woman 


was unable to see him. 
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you to look after her precious cow for three complete days. 
If nothing happens to the cow during these three days, she 
will reward you with whatever you desire. But you must 
take an old wind hat in back of the stove near the wall. 
This hat is a very precious thing, and whenever you put 

it on your head, you will become invisible to everyone. 

You must remember these instructions, and you will be all 
right", and saying that, the fox disappeared into the 
distance. 

The boy spent the whole night underneath the tree. The 
next day he kept following the moving flower, and thus he went 
on his way. He continued for a few leagues when he saw a 
house built of strong iron, and it was then that the flower 
spoke out, "It is time to hide me again. Whenever I speak, 
then it will be time for you to take me out again." And so 
the boy took the flower from the air and hid it away. He 
approached the door of the iron house slowly, and when he 
opened it, he was. startled to see a queer looking old woman 
inside. On seeing the young man, she said, "And why have 
you come here?" The young man said reverently, "I wish to 
come here and spend a little time", and the old woman looked 
at him and said, "I would let you take care of my cow for 
three days. This cow is a very valuable possession of mine, 
and you must exercise great care guarding it. If you could 
take care of this cow without letting anything happen to it, 
I would reward you with whatever you wish." After she had 


finished saying that, the old woman brought forth a cow with 


See ¥ ae ae ‘8 be ets hee 
s oe Pres ‘. ees ie 4 f - 
, ety sig 


$ a0 


ce “seit Serer 
ite ad Hie 0% ‘brea! idsoitiad rate pe ak : 
“end odak ree xot 6a¢ ‘inate eats aa * “digia 
ae soon 
ext ood ‘sat dtaentobas sefg ts eLortw arts oak ae. edt? 
tnew ef andd ‘boa, sowolt gerkvont odd getwot tot tye ont yao sok 
. 8 Wag or cor soxyeel wot » sot beumtince oH “sta est ao 
sewolt eds tees ens enw tt ons. Hott: gone ‘to dLtud oupos: Beast 
visege = severed .sbage am ebb od omtd ef dr 200 exioga a 


i 


aan a A 
f ee 
ora. - 


¥ 


oe baa | " ohape $40 om ets od poe aot emi¢ ed Litw at neds” 
3H yews Hf Bist bas ate atid mont yewo ft att Meod ted ‘oid 

ef sect ad tiwoLe seyod- mont ents ‘to s00b edt bedosonae 
gemiow Lo sates Teeup & o8e8. od seliuade eaw ed at beneqo 
's aviacs sel bak" .Bise offe eit BAWOY edd gniees 20” ‘,eblank 
ot delw ™ Witderteves | biae aem yaVoy ent * comed. eaoo toy 
hexool aamow “‘bLIo oetd boa ii onci oLsset 8 boege pae onedt ‘em09 7 4 
0% woo eon, ‘Xo 9189 exist HOT del bLuow hal wbtee bre ikl ts 
.oaitm. To nobeeoenog efdsuiev erev & al woo. etdr .yab sould 
BLvos soy TL. .tL antbrany e189 daerg cetorexe deum soy bas 
| ets a neqgad. gelde yas gntddes tuodtiw woo woo ald ‘to ets ‘eled 
- bad ede. 1o9 TA O! sefltw BOX, ‘toved adw cid bw uoy buawor biu0# I er o 


ad.tw woo 8 sidftot teysosd oe ne bad fect 9 ci 


The wolf said, "A hunter has hurt my leg. If you would 
remove the bullet from my leg, I shall be most grateful." 

The boy raised the leg of the wolf up, and he took out 
the bullet. 

"You have saved my life, and I shall reward you with 
one of my hairs. Whenever you blow on this hair, you will 
have whatever you wish come true", the wolf said. The wolf 
handed the hair to the boy, and suddenly it disappeared into 
the distance. The Sct hid the hair carefully with the flower, 
and he continued on his way. After travelling for awhile, 
he came upon a road which led off into three different dir- 
ections. He did not know which way to turn, so he took out 
the flower, and he said aloud, "My mother, which way shall 
I journey to seek my fortune?" 

Then the boy laid the flower on the road, and it blew 
into motion. "Come this way", it spoke out, and it blew 
toward the left side of the road. The boy continued on until 
nightfall, and he stopped beneath a large tree. In front of 
him he saw a fox. The fox came slowly up and said, "A bee 
has gotten into my ear, and is bothering me. Will you take 
it out, so as to save my life?" 

The boy said, "I will do it most gladly". ‘Then he slipped 
his fingers into the ear of the fox, and took the bee out. 
The fox was grateful. "A thousand thanks", it said, "but I 
must reward you well, If you wish to seek fortune in this 
world, you must seek out an old mountain woman and spend a 


few days.in her cabin. While there, the old woman would tell 
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He ran out of the door, and at this moment the flower 
spoke out again, "Take me out", The boy released the flower 
from his grasp, and it blew into the air. "Follow me, 
follow me", it called out. 

The boy ran and ran, and soon he came to the top of the 
hill. By this time, he was all tired out, and settled down 


on a piece of rock to rest himself. At this moment the 


flower glided gracefully down, and it spo’ 
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